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CHROTOLOGICAL ORDER OF THE CUPTA DYNASTY 
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Sri) Gupta Ë ging who trevelled through Indie in the last 
Ca 270-15 


querter of the 7th cont, seems refering to the first ruler of the 
Gupte dynagty, when he stetes that about 500 years ago a great king 
Sri-Gupte built a temple for Chinese pilgrims near Mrga~sikhe-vana; 
which wag about 500 miles tp ‘the: east, of Nalanda, This would place 
Sri Gupta in the vicinity o? Murshidabed Distt. of Bengal in about? 
A.D, 175 to 200, On tho other bani the Gupta inscriptions begin thsi. 
geneelogy from 11 zraja Gupta, who wes the grend-father of Candragupta in 
I? we toke 319 A.D, as the date of Candra Gupta I, the date of his , 
grand-father Maharaja Gupte (called Adiraja in Poona plates of Prabha- 
vetî. Gupta) would be about 270 A.D, Was, then, Maharaja Gupta identical 


war ii e s ae 


with Sri Gupte mentioned by I-tsing, or they were different persons ? ` 
The slight difference in their nomes, end the difference of a 100 years 
in time, has led some scholars to regard them es different persons, 
Putting Sri Gupta e 100 years before Meharsja Gupte, “hey have supposed 
one or tuo unknown generations more to £331 up the gep, But Allan É 


rightly idontifies She two rulers, The difference in their nemes is 
not a serious difficulty, for Sri of Sri Gupte can be teken as honori= | 
fic. The objection of time can be answered bythe fact that I-teing's = | 
statement about an event fer remote from his time, was besed on enden 


tradition or hearsay, Moreover, I-teing mentions the period in round 3 ; 
figuros, and to say 500 for 450 is not an uncomon experience, We no à 
therefore, safely conclude that both Sri Gupte eni Meheveja Gupta were 
identical persons, and thet the Gupta  Oynssty began with Mahsraja cope 
as the evidence of their records shows, 


` Ghatotkeca | About his son, Maharsja Ghatotikacss we know fen 2 
(e, 300-319) À 


the AJlshebed Piller Inscription only thet te, Like Ho father, v 
styled as Maharaja, Some scholars regard Ghatotkacs as the same person 
as Kaca „Kaca whose name ocaws on gold coins, But those ee n 
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king Ghatotaca was not entitled to Ans gold cotas, 
cannot be idontical with Kaca, No other exclusivo ve re 
Gupta rulers is found 
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(e, š 550-374) Û‏ رك رو 
Semuragunte succeeded his father Candregunta I, Like his maias he‏ 


Candreguptea I Ü E Prayagen-co Sekotem Vagadhens b de 
(e. 319-350) Ó Eten jenapedon csrvon sis Gupte-vemea jah 1 
(€ D2 $89) Setur ال‎ (Purana), 


The Allehabed Pillar Inscription mentions Candragupta after pies AE ۱ 
keca, The title of Vaharajadkiraja of Candregupta in contrast with the Ë 
simple title of Maharaja of his forefathers, accounts for the assumption $ 
that through his matrimoniel allience with the Licchavis, he rogo to | 
the powerful stetus of an Emperor end started the Gupta era to conmemo= 3 
rote his succession to the throne in 319 A.D, About his last date we | | 
heve no definite evidence, (Gold coins cormemorete his marriage with | 2 
the Licchivi Princess). 

Sanudragupta É nte to the Allahabad Piller Tnoartytion 


too is styled as Maherajadhiraja, The Nelanda Copper-plate end Gaya 
Copper-plete dated 5 and 9 Gupte years (A.D, 324 & 328) respectively, | 
A x 
they cannot be relichle for determining the dote of Saméragupte, Some 4 i 
scholers have tried to identify Semudragupta with Kaca of gold coins, 
es these coins have e striking resemblance with those of Semudregupte, 


ubica cve attributed to Semilragupte, seem to be spurious, Therefore 
T 
Jut Gupta coins inveriably use only one real neme of the ruler, Hence 1 
Kaca exi Semudrogupta must be taken as different monarchs, Kaca may 
have been, as some scholars heve suggested, the elder brother of — 
gupta, According to them Kaca, being jealous of his fortunate younger 1 
brother Serudraguota, seized the opportunity of capturing the throne | 
when their fäther Caniragunte I died on the other bank of Ganga, end | 
when Semudragunta, who was elected by his fether to succeed, was 
absont from the capital, This supposition may seem to derive some cot | 
of confirmation from internal evidence of the inscription, via. "tul : | 
ulaje-nlanarcdviksiteh === "looked at with envy with feces, melon | 


às unthinkable, It ves mM‏ تست 
tino in the Gupta dynasty, conquer‏ 
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patha and Dekeinapatha, end could be called ۲ sarverajocchota! . 


Remegupta | Before the discovery of a play "Dewi-Cendregupten" و‎ 
(c. 574-575) Í 5 ١ 


by Visakhedatta, Candregupte II ves held ag the immediate guscessor of 
Samáregupte., But through a critical. study of this play it was found š 
that Somulregupte vas succeeded by his eldest son Ramagupte. According | 
to "Devi-Conärag ptam", e contemporary Seke. king overwhelmed him and 
demanded from him his queen Diruvedevi, in whose guise Candragupte II | | 
went to Sokapati anã 121303 him, Afterweräs Condragupta II murdered Hs i 
alder brothor Remagupta end married his widow, 1 
Apart from the literary evidences of Bane (Hargacaritam), Sankere 
anya (Hersecarita~tike), end Abul Hassan A11 (Mejme-ut-terikh) to con- 
íim these events, there are epigraphic records also, In Senjan Plates 
of Anoghaversa I, dated 871 A.D, it is stated "that donor in the Keli | 
yuga, who ves of the Gupta Lineage, having Killed his brother, we are | 
told, seized his kingdom ami wife." This is further proved by the fact 
thet Dhruvedevi, the nemo of Cendregupta II's queen occuring in Gupta i 


records is the seno ss the nane of Renegupta! s wiccv whom Ceniragupte - 

is represented in the play to hr raro rermisd. Ths discreceful compliance 
of Renegupta with the domeni of the Sekepeti nay explain the absence 
of his name fron the Cupte records, The totel absence of his coins 
indicetes his very short reign, 


1 
Cexiregunte II |  Caniregupta II, after killing his brother Reme | 
ta, D. 575-412) ü — š 2 


guota, ascended the thrones in $75 E Dos for bis first date is knoım 
from Mathuva inscription, dated 560 as his 5th regnet year, And his. 
last date is known from Sanchi Stone Piller BE. ca dated in Gupte | 
year 95 (412 A.D), À ; 


E 
Govindagupts | Next to this dete on the Gupta records is AD 
(415-414 AD.) À 3 nn | 


which ig given to Kumaraguota I, Between the ی‎ date of 


gupta 11 (412 A.D.) end the earliest found date of Kunsragupta I (45 
A.D,), there is an interval of three years, It is quite possible (? 
probable) that other Cantragupta II ruled up to A.D, 414, or Kumaran 
gupta started his xulo from A.D, 415, Bub a MA 


gupta nm, named Maharaja انیم‎ Sa son of 1 Dhruv 
queen of Ceniregupte IT, 3 
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omission of the nemo of Sendogupte.’'s mother die that neither she ws 
Kehnderi, nor he himself wes the rightful heir to the throne, 

Bub ve mist remember thet neither the mention of the mothers of 
the Gupta rulers, evan when they were apperently Mehsdevis, was esse" | 
tial, nor necessarily the eldest son clone was held as a rightful heir, í 
Agein, the reference in the Tunagorh Rock Insc, is not to a fratricidel | 
conflict, but to a wer with berberiens (iones ë Pusyenitras). Emily —— 


untenable is the effort of Mejunder in identifying Sandagupta with 3 


Purugupta, as we do not heer of two different nemes of the same mer 
on the Gupte coins, And the sugcesbion to meet this controversy by eying 


tho Gupta Empire, is absolutely impossible anf fantastic, The coins emi | 
records of Skamlaguota, Purugupte and his successors are found practi- 
ecliy in all parts of the country sni at the geme places, “herefore, 
the division of ths Empire between them cannot hold good, Finally, tha 
mention ox Purugupte in Bhiterl Seel immediately after Kunersgupta I | 
with the prefix !tat-podemiignte! does not necessarily prove thet Puru- | 
gupta was thé immediate suocossor of the latter, On the other hani, — 
there ere tuo more convincing anf forceful proofs for placing Skania- 
gupta immediately after Kımeragunta I, First is the more extensive 
territory covering the findspots of the coins of Siandagupta, in con- 
trast y th the melier region of ths finispots of the coins of Puru- 
gupta, N gupta ani Kunereguota II, The territory cf Scendagnpte com 
responis to thet just held by his father Kunaregupta I am the terri- 
tory of the later rulers indicstes 2 subsequent disintegration of the 
Empire, Secondly, tho last known dete of Xueregupta I às 6.8. 156, | 
ani also the first date of the Skaniogupte is the seme, which is found 
on Junagarh Rock Insc, a 


jd 
Skondagupta Aften Uis caeth cp m ae 
AD, 455-467) EL š š : 
gupta ascebded the throne in the same year, This dato is mt with on 3 


the femous Jun, Rock Insc, As a result of comparatively long reign of 
his fethor and geami-fether, 40 and 56 years respectively, = 
ruled for a short panied of 12 yere onys Jo cuin سيا‎ HR 
Skoniegupta is found after the year 148 G.S. i.e, AD, 467. 
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` There inseriptions give no dete at all, Tho deta of the Sesls when put 


Purugupte. Ë After grondegupto, his brother Purugupta ceme to 
(A.D, 467-475) À ai 


the throne, The omission of the name of Skandagupta, from the Bhiteri 
Seal of Kumeragupta TIT may be accounted for by the hostile relations 
between the brothers or be attributed to the usual practice of onitt- 
ing the names of collateral kings, The paucity of his coins indicates 1 
his short period of reign, end very presumably he died in 473 AD, 

From the reign of Purugupta. onward, we are confronted with a period 
of total confusion which presents difficulties in making out a chrono- 
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After Purugupta, | Bhiteri Seal. of Kimeregaupta III gives é | 

Gulia Lineege j 
A order of Pımusmta, Nerasinhagunte, end Kureragupte, end | 
further, the alanda cley Sesl gives Vigmeupta as Kumeragupta!s son, 

F 

together gives the order of succession in the following way :- namely, | 
after Purupgupta his son Nero sinhogunta, after him his son Kumaragupta, | 
en! after him his son Vismugunta, On the other hend, we get fron a ; 1 
Falando. Seal another son of Purummta, namely, Bulhagupta whose date is | 
imom from another inse, from Sernath as 476 AD, i. 9 years after = 
the last known date of Skendarupte, Now, it has to be seen as to which | | 
Purugupta!'e tuo sone, Narasinhagunte sni Blac. cama ta DN EO 
first, If Neresinhogupta preceded Buthagupte, then IB must have been 
followed by his son Kumaragupte, and by his grand=son Vismgupta, 
because there is no reason to interrupt this available genealogical. 
lineThis dad if admitted, would allow only 9 years for 4 genera ions 
of which Purugupta, Narasimharupte, Kumaraguote and Vismugupta., ieh! 
is highly impossible for 4 generations not only to come on tho throne, a 
but for the letter two generations even to come into existence, It neir, | 
therefore, be granted thet Budhagupta preceded Naracimhagupta end his j 
successors Kuraragupte and Vignugupta., š 

Now, the mention of Kumeragupta in Sarnath insc, dated AD, 475 ig - 
to be reconciled, This mention of the date certainly places him bet et 
Bulhagupta (476). How can, then, ho be identified with = 
Bhiteri Seal, whose presence before Buihagupte has been prove T 
as impossible ? Consequently, both of them must bo differe: 7 
Kumaragupta of Sarnath may be tien do BS 9 E 
as KG m, 


تس ورتم 
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How we can say that Zunsraguptea of Sarnath inscription (1,5, KG 11) 
succeeded Purugupte in 475, end ho in his turn was succeeded by his 
brother Buihagupta in 476 A.D, (the date Imom from hig Sarnath 4ngo,) — 
"he last dete of Buihagunia is 494 A.D., Imam from his silver coins, 
Then follows the reign of another gon of Purugupte, viz,, Herasimha- 
SUNE. ۾‎ After him coros his sou Eimeregupta III (know from Bhitari Sesl) | 
end then his grandson Vi Vi smugupie (imom fron Nelonda Seal), For these 
bss rulers we have no dates in our present records, 


9 re | Then, in emt of time comes ود ها‎ The Gunei- | 
4 oD. . 307 E 


ghar Gopper-piete dated 388 + = 507 AD, dien him simply Mahe- Ë 
raja, which led some RA to think him as a local ruler, The — 1 


reading of the gold coins, which hag’ been corrected as Vainyegupta for 


Canî sagupta, has now indicated his imperial status, because the privi- , ۱ 
lege of issuing gold coins belonged only to imperial rulers, Moreover, _ 1 
& fragment of clay saling from Nalenda, which records hin as Maharaja- 1 
dhiroje, has further confirmed this point, 1 


Dnevugupta ya] From Eran Pillar Insc, dated A.D, 510, we get the” .| 
4,0, 51 519 


name of Bhanugupte, There ho is described as "jegeti vravireh"® ani A 
"Pertbo=sene-vilranah vaje", The Gupte-ending of his namo connects him | 
with tho Gupta Royal, Femily, Bub the ebronce of an imperial title in | 
that inseription and the nonexistence of any other record in other 

parts of the country may male him a local Vicero; . Or if he is to be 
regarded as a sovereign ruler, then the division cf tho Gupta Imire 

mey be prestmed, Or thirdly, Bhamıgupta might have been a younger 1 
brother of Veinyegupta, whom he gueceeded on the throne after his dont, | 
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2, Vyoghrereja of Mahakentera, which was in the neighbourhood of Kogela, 


mey be located an the upper const of Mahnnadi, extending from Baster and x 
Jaipur State in Orissa, 


> 


| A | 
5. Menteraje of Korala (read Kersla), identified with Sonapur Dist, in C.P, 


۹ 


4, Mahendragiri of Fistepura, modern Pittepurem of Medras Presid, in the 
east Godavari District, : 
9. Sremidatta of Kauttura, a village in modern Ganjam District, 
6. Demane of Eramiopalla, Fleet identifies it with Erendole in Khendegh 
Disto, but a copper-plate from Diddhentem says Eranlapella to be situate 
Hoe village near Okikepali, B. 
7 andes of Kenci, modern Kanjivaren, 60 miles eway from Madras, 
previously the Capital of the Pellavas, | 
9, Mlereja of Ayamıkta, mentioned in Hethigumpha cave insc, (2ni cont, 
D,C,), to be located in lishieh-Distrtes op sha Pillevas, 
9, Hestivermen of Vengi, situated in the heart of Andhra, to be located 
in Piddevegi in Erishea Diatel Cu. 
10, Uerasona of Palakka, Smith says Palaghate (Coimbatore Distt,), more 
reasonably located in Pelekaña of Nellore Distt,, mentioned in inses. of 
Pellavas, 


- ~ 


11, Kuberé/of Dovarastra : In Kasinkota plates o? king Gengevarman, men- 
“tion of Doverastre ; presented in many plates lying in Kalinga ; to be- 
identified with Yellenanchilitelu of Vizegapettem Distt, on E coast of 


Deccan, 


12, Dhananjaya of Kugtholapura, modern Kuttalur in Madras Presédency, 
Senuiragupta followed the policy of 'grahene=moksa! with the rulers 
of Daksinapatha, captured ani released them, and made them fewlatories, 
- SECOND CAMPAIGN IN ARYAVARTA 3 It seems Negasona, Acyuta and Kotakulaja 1 


allied themseves with h the adjoining rulers end instigated them to rebel i 
against Si, S now changed his policy of 'grohano-mokse! and exterminated — 1 
them vigorously and violently (prassbhoddhrta), He ennexed their. ‘terri 1 
tories to his ipite; since there is no mention of their States, They | 
were the nine foregt rulers who rebelled :- 
A, Atevike-raja 1 SS 
1, Ruiredeve ı by sone sdənta ع‎ vith Ruirasona I Yakateka, mê 
Rulradeva of A,P,I, was a ruler of kayaracta, while Berar w 
of Dalsinspatha. Final. ‘dent’ fication mead oid 
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E 
2. Matila : Io may bo Mattile of a posl found in Bulendghehr in UF. 
5. Condravermen : May be the king of Susunla inscription in Bengel, 
4, Conapatinaga + A Nega ling of Methure, 


5, agasena s Of Naga family of Padmavati, Coins found at Padere 
Peyeg, Gualior Stete (snciont Padmavati, contre of Maga femily), 


6, Acyuta : Coins found in ancient Ahicchatira, modern Remagar, 
Bereilly Dtetrict, 


7, Hendi. $. Bolevormo, 9, Negadatta : No record, no information, 
no identification, 


Then Semuiregupta turned towards tho tribal eni Frontier States, 


B, Five Frontier States (Protyonte-mrpeti) : 


G, 


1, Sematota : Portion of Bengal, Districts of Feridpur, Berisar, and 
Zoekhnli 5 level lend (sema-tate) of south Bengal, 

&, Deveke + Sono identify it with Dacca (on sound resemblance) ; 
but to be located in Kepelli valley in Towgong Dist, of Assam, 
There is still a plece called Daboke, 

Š, Kemarupa 3 Upper Assam, One of the Dist, of Assen ig still called 
Kemarupa, 


4, Nopala ۶ Modern Nepal, 


9, Zertrpura s Some say nodorn Kartarpur near Jullundur, but it was 
founded by 5th Sikh Guru Arjun Dev in 1598 A.D, It may be Katar- 


i 
4 
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mal in Garhyel, Kumoun, or Ketiyar nay be Kertrpure, Ehanderlar mua 


Karttikeyapure or Kori! tikeyenagere in Almora Dist., but these 


are distinct, Kerirpura is onother !ümelayen State, the territory c 


of Katuriye kingdom of Kimem, Garhwal, 


Nine Tribal States ۶ 


1, Malava : Known from pretty early timos, identified with Malloi 
of Alexander's time, occupying Montgomery ë Jhang migrated to 
Ludhiana € Ferozepur, the rogion celled Malwa $ then reached 
Central India, established their republic RES و‎ coins bearing 
'Molavanam jaya’ found at Ujjayini, Aventi, Bhilsa, They were a 
brave fighting race و‎ in ٩2۲ و‎ time thoy vere probebly in Mewar 
end adjoining Sas of South-sast Rajputana, 


2 Arjunayanas ı Mentioned by Panini (4th Cont, B,6,), Alarge mmber - 


of coins found fron Delhi, Agra, Mathura ë Jaipur, most probably 1 


in S's tine thoy were hore, between Bharatpur & E, Rajputana, 
somewhere near Jaipur, 


Yauihoyas + Panini mentions them in Ayuihnejivi Sanghes, They | 
were the glory of ancient India, Some coins bearing ‘Jaya Yau- 


dheyanam! found from vill, Susta, near Ludhiana, A 


found at Khokharkote, village of Rohtak, Coins found 
anc, عو‎ Sa pude end Insort tions f 
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nature, On their coins the legend ‘Joya mawtre-dherenen', Their terri- 


tory soms to bo from Sutlej to Bharatpur end 8, port of Bahawci=- 
pur State, 


4. Hodre : Modern district of Cujramela, Selkot, Sheikhupura aná 


FOREIGN 


ports of Jammu و‎ their Capitel Sckale-desa 1,0, Sialkot, between 
Revi and Choneb, 


5 


UN) 


. Abhiva s In the neighbourhood of the region of Nesik in the 


west, known to Patenjeli (200 B,C,) or mabe in C.I,, a place | 
Ahirowetc between Bhi1.ga end Jhansi. E 


Prorjune + Mentioned in Koutilya's Arthesegtra, but no evidence | 
to locate then ; may be located to the north of Bhilse, fc 4% I 
ie „entioned in the record in geographical order, 
Senekenite و‎ In the neighbourhood of Bhilse, Central India, Í 
Ecko s Kenskhers, Kekes were chiefs of Kenchi or Kapapura, a i 
villege near Dhiles, 

May be Located in Denohe Dist, in C.P, in the‏ و 
neighbourhocd of Mandacor Dist,‏ 


Those tribel cni Frontier States peid dus homage end tex to Sx, 
STATES s 


Sone independent end dot diia States like DoXveputre-cóni-., 


i, 


first usod by the great Kusana Emperors, Dedvaputro!, derived fron 
Dovo-putza, Somo congidor 4% to bo of Chines origin, A ‘the 
rulers Lilo Kaniska, uv هه‎ end | Vasudeva a, use then m: 


A AS a a RE SAA ae | 


tho enjoyment of their respective territories), 
DIE 3 'Daiveputre=schi-=sahanusahi!' wore tho three combined titles, E 


ete. É 
Doiveputro-goniesohomiechi + belen as one title » appears to 0 
refer to a Kugene Emperor, A 


Sske-Murunde + Murunda in Seka lenguego means lord, Henco Sakes — 
lord, Sskes in western India (Bombay Presid,, Ujjayini). 


Simhela. 3 Ceylon, 1 
i 


Sorvo~dvipe=vesibhih s Mey denote the isiends of Indian o= | 
Beli, Java, Smetre, cie, This influence leid the foundations | 
of Creator India, Their relations with St were such thet they | 
vere ready to-eclnovledge his suzereinty by rendering to him | Í 
ell kinds of corvices, Thoy paid different linds'of homage, ties 
(i) atme=nivedene, (11) kenyopoyene-dena, (111) Corutnedenta, 
sve-viseya~bhuicti, sagonı=-yacı 
(i, Offering their own persons for servico to the Emperor, ii 

Fresonts of maidens === most probably in marriege ==, and gis 
iii, Applications for Chertors bearing the Imperial Gupta Ge 
seal by which thoy would be left undisturboi by the ا‎ : 


* ^ arro T 
۲ y : 
. 
1 
D ۳ 0 ` / 
2 wr j ~i 0 
Ti bin 3 
. a 
3 
۰ f 
‘ à ^ £ . 
. Pow Š 5 
(t A 
3 1 i 
> 0 
iier: 5 , H 
ge yj = 3 


(m 
They were the Indien kings of foreign descent, The word "Schi! is of x 
Perslon origin, meaning 'royel”, borrowed by Greeks, from Grecks by = x 
Selos, Used by Kaniska I and Kusans chiefs of Uierweli, Rovolpindi, | 
Attock end Kabul valley, 'Sehemusohi' is slso from Persian Shahenusheh, | 
Were Porglen monerchs of Sahasani dynasty. = 73 1 
Soke-murunda, tho lord of Sckas, of western Indie. with their Robe | 
at Ujjoyini, E 
Simhela 3 Modern Cation S's relation with Ceylon is supported by | 
literery evidonco, The Chinese author relates thet Megheverna, king of | 
Ceylon, sont to Si, on crhassy and gifts coupled with a request that ho 
night be permitted to build ct Bodh Gaya, c monastry for the usa of Cey- 
Lone se pilgrins, | 


EXTENT OF EMPIRE و‎ Si extended his kingdom over the whole of northern | 
India, from E, Donpel up to sho control Ponjab in the west, included 
iher, Orissa, U.P., Modres Prosid, as fer as Kenchi, greater part of 


nie ond Rajputene, (Up to Narmada in S.) 


y 


ADTUISIMATIU : 1, North (Aryoverta), 9 forest rulers vere extersizatad, | 
their territories vero emo onl were directly ruled by Semuragunta, 
2. South (Deksinapathe): 12 rulers wore defeated, cap- | 
ured end liberated ori wero made foudetoriog. | 
5. Tn cast and vest, 5 Frontier chiefs eni 9 tribel | 
States wore mado tributeries who poid taxes, obeyed orders, and pr- 3 
formed obeisance in poreon, 1 
4, Imlenendent and somi-inlopomient States recognized d 
s authority sni sought bis fevour by 'atme-nivedana, ete,! 
S3 did not crush the autonomy of some rulers, except of those of 
the north owing to thelr rebellious behaviour, But he contralised the 
samai etre tan of ell provinces, In Frontier and Tribal areas, none 2 
interference wos ۵ wies step, otherwise he would not have succeeded, - E 
Tho English ales did co, Thus ho nedo strong defensive lino without 
much diffioulty end lebour, Ms was a modern typo of edininigtration. à 
He hed a great sonso of diplomncy and stetesmenship, E DE 
FERSONAL QUALITIES 3 — 1, Diplomtic Stetemanship, 2, Martial | iri 
5. Impressive porronelity, 4, Robust health, (from coins 
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ecconpti simonts, 6, Patron of learning end of learned mon, 
Taste for music emi fino erbg, E, Catholic nstuze, Allowed Meghe- 
to build a Buddhist monastry in his territory, 9, Liborcl donor, 10, 


Of varied 
Ta: 


Guordien of the poor end orphans, 11, Cirotsennasvenedhertte (on coing), 


reviver of long neglected horge=sacrifice, or perforzer of the long- 
dram horse=suerifico, 12, In order to conform to the Hindh ideal of 
Imporiolim, ho mado Digeri daya! in the north, end نت‎ Jaya! in. 


the south, 13, Fit to be called الع‎ „ 


Accossion ; (a) If olsanda Cp.-01, is a genuine record, ani he 


is the founder of tho Gupta Ere , then ho might heye agcended tho throno 


is spurious, thon CG I merried shortly efter his accession in‏ بلس دوم 
AD, 320 end Si must heve accented the throno in e, 850 A.D,‏ 


Last Date s A.D, 875 es the ccrliest dete of his son CG IT is 580 


as his Sth rognal yonr 
NSCRIPTIONS ¢ i, e1onda Conpor=plote (spurious) GE 5, 
&, Gaye Corporenteto (spurious) GE 9 


3, Aliehabed Piller Inseription, 


4. Ever Stone Inseription, 


Of then Nos, 1, & cre certainly spurious, because (a) cheracters 


Tae 


belong to GUh-7th conb., (b) indiseriminete uso of Iva! exi "ba! whieh 


is not en early chereetoristie, (c) Asvexedha referred to in i5 could 


bordly have been celebrated before the Sth Joer of S's reign, (d) S 


5 
never styled himself ag 'Pereno-Bhegevate » Which, however, was the 


tia 


title of hip successors, be) tle gyntheticel RR of the Gaya 


. shows thet the genealogy was copied fron earlier records, 
No, 3 hes يي"‎ epto-nilihileveni-telem idettin itas tridacapati = 


bhavena=gemanaventa-Lelitessulzhe=vicarenam eealzsana iva ces! 


Fleet believed thet this line rofers to Sountraguptea es dead, But 
this record is not metinmous, because (a) this Line actually refers 
to the king's fame as reaching heaven after porvading the whole earth, 
(b) No mention is mede of the ^ gyemedha sacrifice. Thorefore it may 
have bosn lesued before itg performance, 

lo, 4 gives his wife's nene ag Datta, 


X0 23D. (circa), (b) But 12 the founder o? CE is CG I eni Kalenda | 
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IDENTIFICATION $ “ace ls knoun from gold coins becring hig name. He can 
LATA TS anne 


neither be identifica with : (1) Gintotikace, the granifather of Semxira- 
gupte, baceuse he rviol over a guall territory oni did not conguer any 
kingdom, but tho coing bear the tis ‘ serve-rajocchetta! , Moreover, 
only the Imperial rulers heve struck their gold coins, while Ghatotkace 
possessod a mell territory : nor with (2) Semürsgupta because a sscond- 
ary neme wes nob put on the officiel documents asû coins, š 
(5) Hosb probably he was the elder brother of Semuiragupta, who might 
have headed a rebellion ageinsi S: and captured the throne when 83 vas 
avay to see his father OG I on the other baric of Ganga where CG died, 
Ths inferior quality of his coing ghous his hagty intrusion E to the 
throne, The epithet 'serva=rejocehhctta! is an empty boast of a pretender. 


‘4 (15) 


CAHDRAGUPTA IX 
SOLES u a RIS 0 saa — Pp Vt —— 


SUCCESSION و‎ He was the son of Semuiragupte from his chief queen Datte- 

devi, The Gupta insoriptions tell us of his reistion with 82, but give 
o specific information about his immediate succession to the throne 1 

after Semuiregupta, 

RAMAGUPTA : GG 2 heve been intervened by his elder brother Rente 
whose nens ۳ from literary sources + (1) Devi-Candreguptem, a 
dran by Visekhedette, Remagunta was besieged by a eke ruler who com 
pelled him to surrender his beeutiäul gueen DHS to him, RG agreed, 
But CG, disguised as Dhruvedevi, killed the Sake ruler, end then Killed | 
RG, worried Dhruvadevi, (2) Earsacaritem of Bena states "Pera-kelatra- 
komuken kamini-ve se=gupteas Comiregupteh Sske-pstim asetayat", 
(3) Senkererya in his comentery on Harsacariten gives details Af the 
incident es found in Dovi-Condrarupten, (4) Madma-ut-teunrikh deseribos 
the event like Devi-Can?raguptem, (5) Rojasskhera (9th-10th cent) states | 
the event but the name Ciffors, Ho seys it wes Semegurta, which may ‘ 
heve been a writer's mistake or the misreeding of a copyist who confused | 
the letters "Ra! with Sent, 


5 


intions] evidence : (6) Sonjon plates of Amoshevarsa (871 AD ; 


Inso 
state that a donor of Kellyuge, who belonged to Gupta lineage, having 
killed tis brother, seized his Kingdom and married his widow, A 
(7) Restraluta Cop.pl. Grant of Govinda IV corroborates the literary. 
evidence, Comparison drawn between Govinda IV end Sahagenka (i.e. 66 11 ! 
of Rejagekhare), ¿ 


REFUTATION ; Tb seems incredible thet a schon of the > mighty Guptas and son | 
Fr hS 
of &, could have been reduced to such e helpless A that he 


beceno ready te offer Tis queen like a ES The. occurence of Remegupta 
nemo in tho inscriptions can be defi ended b shying thet the inses. give 
genealogical lists ard not dynastic lista, Abgonos of his coins my be 
due to his short reign end the Seka invasión at the very outset, Bub 
there is no definite ani positive evidence ioi à monk i him es a Gupta. 
Fmpsror, It is merely based on —— \ \ DS 
INSCRIPTIONS OF CC IT: (1) Mathura Pillar tab Regul 


(2) Wayagiri Cave Ingc., GE 82 uno, 
(3) Galkıra Tnge,, GE 88 (AQ, 407). : 


(4) Sucht Store Bins: زو‎ > 95 % (a 4 


(te). 


(5) Silver coins, GE 95 *X 

(G) Mehrauli Iron Piiler duet 

(7) Baserh Clay Seals of a (his son) and Dhruvasvemini 
(his queen), 


IDENTIFICATION OF CANDRA OF MEHRAULI IRON PILLAR INSCRIPTION, DELHI 
ی ی ساس‎ oe anes 


The inscription credits the king Candra with the following achieve- 


ments se 


(1) Conquest of Venge country by battling a confederacy of foes, 
(2) Conquest of Vahlikos after crossing the 7 'mukhag! of Indus, 
(3) Spread of his feme, ns e consequence, up to the southern sea, | 
(4) Achievement of undisputed sole sovereignty by the prowess of | 
his own arms, | 
2, CHANDRAGUPTA MAURYA ? + It has been suggested that Candra of M.I P.I, 
is Candragupta Maurya, beceuse he also defea=ted Bahlikas end advanced 
as fer as the ocean, But this much ig not sufficient for the identifica» 
tion, Pelecographic evidence is against this Identification, because the 
characters of the insc, belong to the 4th or 5th century A.D, 
2, CHANDRAGUPTA I ? 4 Othors identify hin with Canivegupta I, the creator | 
of the Gupta enpiro, who must heve heen a men of such achievements, But | 
(i) according to Purana, his dominion was restricted up to Saketa, 
Prayaga and Megedhe : "Anugangan Prayegem ea Saketam Magadhems tatha - 
Eten jana-paden sarvan Hokgyan o Gupte-vemsejah", (ii) CG I, Therefore, | 
did not come into clash with Bellîkas, (iii) CG I did not conquer Bon- 
gel, which obharwise would have been mentioned in the Allahabad Piller 
Insc, On the other hend, St is credited with the conquest of Bengal 
(Sanstate, Davake, Bic.) in tho cast, and Madras and Yauihoyas in the 
west, : 4 
SADAGANDRA BHARASTVA OF JAGA FAMILY 7 » ` This identification, too, is | 
not possible, because (a) Sedacandra must have been ruling in East | 
Maleva in the tines of Semutragupte of his father CG I, He could mot 
reach Bengel without crossing Magedhal, (b) Puranas meke no mention of - 
these exploits of Sadacanire, (c) 30 on tha other hand, | 
overthrew the teens in hla northern opten, Hou could the Nagas 
acquired sole sovereignty ? " 
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E a 
4. CHRIDRAVAR OF PUSARATA +  Tavopraseda Sastri identified hin with 

Cendreverman, the ruler of Puskerena, son of Simhayerman, known from 
Sisunia Rock Insc, in Bengal, He took Puskerena to be a place of the | 
sans nome in Jodhpur State, and identified Simhevarman with Sinhovaran, — 
fathor of Noravermen, mentioned in the Mendasor Inge (A.D, 404) of 
Naravarman. The plausibility of the identity was based on the similarity 
of names end tha fact that both the Mehrauli end Sigmia inses, ere 


a PS UNE 


Veisnave records, bearing Visnu-cekra, But this identity has been set 
at naught by (i) the fect thet Siem. Inge. cseys nothing about eny 
conquest mede by Coniraverman, and Mandasor Inge, makes Sinhavarmen a 
local ruler; (33) A place called Pokheran (ancient Puskarana) has 
been discovered at Benkura, which is nserer to Sigunis Rock than Jodh- | 
pur, (iii) The insc, of Nereverman does not mention the name of lees 
vermen, who should have been his brother, (iv) How could Cenirevarman | 
of Jodhpur reach Bongel without defeating the Guptas ? (v) The Varman 
records of Manda sor make no reference to the achievements of the brother 1 
of Naraverman,whope name was Condravarmen, (vi) The geographical 
position of Puskerena (Rajputena) and Sisunia Roek and pa render : 
tho identification untenable, ` | 
5, GHDRAGUETRL IT ı Ho has been identified with Cendragupta IT, because : | 
(1) The expressions both on the coins of Condregunte II and on Meh, 
Iron P, Pnse, have striking resemblances, both having the abbreviated 
nane Cendra and making him a great Vaismava, (ii) Pelacography ig 
similar to the All, Pill, Insc., 26 رم‎ Braimi of northern class of 5th E 
cent, Though in many respects approximate to All, P. I,, yet with 
marked 'matras' and horizântal top strokes, letters resembling most x 
closely to Bilsad Insc, of KG I, Hence 5th, cent, AD, (444) OG II | 
overthrew the Sakas, He is, therefore, rightly called the creator of d 
the Empire, His recently discovered Mathura Insc, shows that he vas the 
first Gupta king who occupied Mathura, tho last outpost and stronghol 
of Kusana power, (iv) Agpecific victory over Bahlika would mié b 
necessary if CG II had wanted to finish the Kussna rule in India, 


for this it was indeed necessary to wage a wer over the whol 
sinihu, (v) At the time of the accession of 06 IT th 
intrigues at the Cepte] (amanta me) wh 


(13) 
His attention being divorted to tho IM Kusanas, there was confusion in 
the Empire, in which the 'Pratyente~nrpatayah’ in Bengal combined to- 
gether end rebelled, 06 II had therefore to quell the rebellion and 
conquered Bengal with the force of his arma, (vi) CG II's political 
influence in southern countries, suggested in tho M.I;P.I., is a well 


esteblished fact, as ho made matrimonial alliences with the Veketakag, 
IS THE MEMAULI INSCRIPTION POSTHUMDUS 2 
From the following references in the MIPI with regerd to Candra, it 
can be inferred thet CG II died when this record was set up, 


"Khinnasyeva visrjya gen norepater gem 1 Egritesyetarän, 
Mirtya kerma-jitEvenin gatevatah kirtya sthitasya ksi tau," 


But the omission of any referonce in MIPI to any conquest over the 
kas 3 in Suragtre leaves it doubtful whether the record was posthumous, 
He may have defeated the as efter the record wes incised, If the 
*ecord:ues really posthumous, the objection about the omission of iis 
victory over the Sims stands, ; 

CONDITIONS : Although Sf made the far off Frontier States of the kas 
and Kusanas recognise his authority, yet they were looking out for a 
chance of becoming free, After the death of Si, the Frontier kingdoms | 
in the IN, W, end E, seem to have begun to make violations, which CG it | 
wes able to suppress successfully, 

ACHTEVEMENTS i (1) The first verse implies that he overthrew a confede- 
racy of Frontier kings in Bengel, who might have risen against him 
during the court intrigues et the Capital, Lion-slayer type of coins 
corroborate this, > (2) He conquered Bahlikas after crosäing the seven | 
mouths (tributarios) of Sindhu, L.e., crossing the region of Septasiniim, 
'mukha! is technically the nene of the junction of a river end the ses, 7 
Cf, 'Nadi-mukhena semudren avisat! (Kalidasa), Or ‘mucha’ may be taken > 
as tributary, Hence 'septaemukheni!, the tributarios of Indus, implies ` 
the route taken by CG II to fight the Bahlikns, the nene of Balekh, N, 
part of Afghanisten, celled Beichter in modern Persian, and Bactria in ` 
Greek. In Mababhanata s"Pencanam Sindhu-sesthenem z ia ye sthitel 


Polito nana te desa na tetra divasm vast," 
Therefore, it follows that people of the Panjab were meant, who 
boton Sule eni Intus, Tt ney imply that people fron 1 | 
como down and g... a in the Panjab, اس‎ a. n 
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(t3) 
exterminated, Mathura inseriptlon corroborates it, 
(5) Ho, then, started his conpeign towards the Si ports ı 
(1) "Ketena-prthivi-jeyarthone rajftivehe ealiapateh" (Wdsyegiri — 
Rock Cave Insc, Of CG II) vndeted, This shows that CG II with his Minis- 
ter for Peace oni Wer, Viragona (also called ba), went to Uéayagiri 
(in Malaya) to conquer the whole earth, (33) Another insc. from the 
seme place is dated A.D, 401, which implies that this pert of the 
country (i.e, Maleva and Ujjain) was conquered some tine before 401, 
It was already occupied by the sa kas, On this score he was called Seti 
(iii) Tho mmignetic evidence also corroborates the above viov, The 
Ksatrapas vere subdued by Senvdreogupta, end their coins became extinct 
(from 305-548 A.D,), Bub Salas regained their poucr under Ruiragena II, 
whose coins re-appear from 542 to 378, bearing the title ’Mehekestrapa! 
implyi ng revival of + سدم‎ power under Rudragena II, Rudragene III and 
his successor Mk TE Sveni Mahasona (c, 382, 384 4D.) „ 
again their coins come to an end from 388 A.D, end are replaced by the 
Kusane type of coins of CG II with the legend 'Canira', dated GE 90 
(A.D. 409), CG II must have struck the coins after he hed established 
his full authority over the Soka territory firmly, Most probably the 
Ksetrope king whom CG II defested was Simhasene Mahelsatrapa, He 
attacked the Seka territory probably in 388 A.D, as their coins cane 
to an end es thet date, 
SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS VICTORY OVER SAKAS IN SY : 
(3) He achieved political guecess by driving eway the foreign dominas 
tion and extending his Empire, 
(11) Comercial end finenciel gains through trade from the ports of 
Gujerat ani Kethleyed with Europe, 
(111) Through trade Indiens came in contact with western civilisation, 
(iv) To Roam markets India exported silken articles, cotton thread, 
spices, precious stones, beautiful birds, ete,, which & 
large quantity of geld into India, po E 
(v) In his Natural History, Play T UR of the و‎ of Romane | 
which drained gold to Iniid, 


EXTENT + Ho conquered the wholo of Malava provinco, W 


as, M Kusanas and Bengal جاع‎ Ma aie extende 


(20) 


in the east, right up to Indus in the IM, eni from Himalayas in the 
north up to S, India up to Kenci on the eagtern coast and Suragtra on 
the western coast, It included fertile provinces and inportant parte 
of Crinbey, Ghoghe, Veruel, Porebander, Dwarka emi Maleva, He was Es. 
justified in speaking of himself as "Freptene. sva-bhujarjitem ca guci- 
ram caikadhirajyem kgiteu", L.e., the sole sovereignty of the earth by 
the provess of his om arns, 3 
(۳1۳۳0۳۸ ALLIANCES : (1) Ho hingslf married Kuberenaga, of Nega family, 
(2) te got Ma ced deughter Prebhevati-gupte married to Ruirasena II 
of Veketake femily. Thoso alliances were made purely with a poli- 
ticol motive, The sreat Vakatekes could be uch service to him as 
allies end terror to him as foes, owing to their geographical situation : 
while dealing with tho Ksatrapas, He got much help from them in sub- 
duing the Ksatrapas, 
FRONTIERS ; (1) Maharaja Trikemela, Imon from Podhisetive Image Insc. 
at Gaya, GE 64, (2) Sranidasa, ruler of Velkhs (prob, CZ.) known 
from a land grant of GE 67, (5) Maharaja Sri Visvamitra Svami, known 
from & seal fomi at Besenagera t : 
COINS ون‎ ie Gold coins, 2% um coins, 5, Copper coins, 4, Dinara, : 
5, Suvernss, 6, Keuris, (Material) š 
Types * 1, Archer type indicating martial spirit, 2, Colich 
type showing artigtic tempersment, 3. Bowmen type indicating bravery, 
4, Chatra type revealing sole sovereignty, 5, Lion-slayer type repre- 
senting his authority over Bengel, 6, Horsemen type, etc,, showing 
sporiemanship and other personal habits, 
Legends : 1. Simbavikema, 2, Narendra=camira, 5, Rupskmti, 
4, Vikramaditya, 5, Vikrenänke, 6, Porens-biiägevata, 
ADMINISTRATION : Ministers s= 1, Maheraja Sanalarika from Udayagiri Cove 
Insc, GE 82, must be the Governor of E, Maleva, 
2. Amrakarddave mentioned in Sanci Stone Inse,, GE 93, 3 
5, Saba Viresena, from Pateliputra, uude a Bi e 
from Udayagiri. Cave Insoription, 
4, Sikhsrasvemin, Heres (Counsellor), known fron arn: 
5, MR Sri رت‎ 4 eG 5 lovermor of 
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(21) 

province, with Heed Quertors at Veisall, known from his sal, 

6. Dhruvasvemini, Soel found at Veigeli, 

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES + Known from Seals found, at Baserh (Vaigali) 

issued by Prince Govindagunta, 

1, Kumerometyadhikerena, office of the Prince's ministers, 

2, Baledhikerane, office of the Head of the Army, 

5, Renabhandogeredhikerana, tho militery Exchequer, 

4, Dandepesedhiterena, office of the Chief of the Police, 


5. Vei sali~edhi sthenedhilerena, office of the District Officer of 
Vaisali, 


S. Perisad, Municipality, Udenskupa city was ruled by Perised, It 
means up to that time the tradition of Perisad remained intact, 


7, Arya=sangha )) Governed Kekenedebota Mahevihara (monastery). 
8, Pance=mendeli) Tho Sangha operated as a Bank, 25 Dinaras were 


kept in the Bank for feeding 5 Bhiksus end burning a lemp, 
"Panca bhiksevo bhunjemtsm, ratna=grhe ca dipako jvaletu" 
(Senci Stone Inscription, GE 95), 
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICERS : 1, Yuvaraje, incharge of the administration, 
e, Kumaramatya, performed different functions, atteched to Yuveraja 
وه‎ personal assistant, and incharge of the judicial departments, 
5. Yuveraja Kunerematya Bhattoreka, Chief of Princes! ministers, 
4, Vinaye-sura, Chief Censor, 
5, Mahe=pratihera, Chief Chenberlein, 
6. Maha-Dandenoyala, Chief Justice, or Chief of the Forces, 
7, Vinaye-sthiti-sihapake, Minister of Lew end Order, 
8, Bhatasvapati, Head of the Infentry and Cavalry, 
9, Uparika, Governor of a Province, 
On the | seals 10, Sri Parema-Bhattaraka-padiya, Chief Minister in waiting on king, 


of 
Kumarematyas ( 11, Yuveraje=padiya, Chief Minister in waiting on the Crown Prince, 


- 


IDMINISTRATIVE DIVISIONS + 1, Dosa, province, e.g., Sukuli dese, 
2, Bhukti, province, e.g. Tira Bhukti, 
8, Pradosa, Division, 0.8. Airikina Predosa, 
4, Visaya, District, e.g, ۱ s 
GUILDS + Called Nigemas, of different classes of economic interest, 


C 22) 
RELIGIONS : 1, Velenavien, title "Porema-bhagevata!, MIPI € Uday, Cev, Ins. 
2, Saivien, Uleyagiri Cove enl Mathura Inscriptions, ` 
5, Buidhism, Sonci Inserintion, | 

MINISTERS OF VARIOUS SECTS + 4, as a Bauddha, 

_ 2. Seba Virasena, Silchora svemin š Sive. Goverment supported every 
sect for tho uplift of the society is clear from the inscriptions, 

FAMILY ; 1. Tuo Wives 3 1, Dhruvadevi, the Chief Queen, ani 2, Kuberanaga, 

ii, His sons s: 1, Kumeragupta, 2, Govindegupta, end perhaps 3, 
Ghatotkacagunta born of Dhruvedevi, 
iii, Daughters : Prebhevatigupta born of Kuberanaga, 

FA-HIEN'S ACCOUNT 3 Fa=Hien travelled over India from 405 t6 411 AD, He 
says : people of Northern India led a quite happy life s no need of 
Magistrates to settle disputes ; though judicial departments were set 
up to the standerd, Workers got good wages, and amenities of life to 
their liking end satisfaction, Officers and workers were honest end 
efficient 3 religious-minded و‎ generally Jainas end Buddpists و‎ Deka 
for earning religious merit, Lend=lords wore not oppressive ; commodi- 
ties vere cheap, Reference only to copper coins and keuris, 

DATES 1 1, Ascended the throno 3 in AD, 875 3 nom from Mathura m 
dated GE 61 eni Regnal Year 5 (A.D, 380). 61 + 319 = 5 = 575 

£, Attacked Sekas in A.D, 588, as indicated by (a) the absence of 
Saka coins from this year onwerds, eni (b) the appesrence of coins of 
similar type (ile, Kusana type) of CG II in A.D, 409, which he issued 
establishing himself firmly, 

‚5. last date is GE 95 (A.D, 412-415), Inom from Senci Stone Inge,, 
GE 95, He could not have ruled much longer, eni his gon was on the 
throne in GE 96 (A.D, 415-416) as known fron Bilgel St, Pillar Inso., 
GE 96, 
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(2.2) 
GOVINDAGUPTA 


SOURCE ; Bagarh Clay Seal of Dhruvasventri, the Chief Queen of 06 II, 


reods as follows s À, Moherajedhireje Sri Cenlregupte- 
2. patni Moheraje Sei Covirdogupta- 
8, mate Mehedevi Sri Dhru- 
£, va sverini 


This sal brought GG to 11 light for the first time and revealed thet 
he was also the con of OG II, 

There ere three possibili tiles with regerd to the association of the 
nane of Govintegunte with Dhrwvacvonini in the seel, viz., (a) that he 
wes the eldest son end beir-ayzarent, (b) though yomger, ho was hor 

fevourite, or (c) thet hs was ideridcal with Kmareguta, 

But, ho could not be idonticci with KG , because alternative names 
never occur on the officiel documents end seals, Bhnndorker suggests 

identity on the seors of the letter "go! on the coins of KG,, but 
(1) these coins of KG are 'surarna! weight, 1,0., 148 grains, the typo 
eu . for tho first time, Before him (Sz, G,) up to EG I, coins were 
of Dinara type, i,o., 124 grains, So, these coins ere of leter KG, 
(43) “ho letter 'go' occurs elgo on tho coins of Nevasinhacupte Beleditya 
Fenes the erg pment ig not decisive, 

As to (b) ebovo, favovritign is a domestic affair and cannot be 
represented in purely officiel records, This posl ig official, as it is 
foma et Veisali, a Provinciel Cepitel, along with seals of other offi- 

hs to (a) shove, seals of Yuverajs algo found from the ea... 
It indicates thet Valcoli wes the seat of the Tuveraja, who was acting 
ag a Provincial Governor, Therefore Covindegupte may roesonsbly be | 
tekon as Yuvaraje, The mother, therefore must have felt pride in asgo- 
eieting her name with the hoir=emmarent, 

ASCENDED THE THRONE + No positive inscriptions evidence is available 
with regerd to GG's secession to the throne, Indirect suzgo stion, howe 
ever, mey be had from Mandasor Inse,, ME 524 (A.D, 467), after CG B 
it eulogises GG in terms indicativo of imperial stotus + 

"Taguia nrpair astenito<pratepais eicbhdvelingito-podo«petunfh, | 

Vicoro-dolum vibuihedhipo tpi sanko=peritah gemuperuroha ," 


Mende LE ae Di FE ۱ 
would bow, s 


(24) 
DATE 3 Govindegupte actually ascemied tho throm, He reign can be 
Placed between 0۵۱ و‎ lost date (412-15 A.D.) end KG I's first date 
(415-16 A.D,), ۱ 
SHORT REIGN ۾‎ Why co short e reign ? lle dieä (a) either a natural 
desth و‎ or (b) vas killed in a fretricidel wer between him end his 
youncor brother Kumaregusta I, Zuncin Inge, of ZG, 116 GE hints at the 
second alternativos- ECC 
"Sri-Canireguptasya Hehoniro=kelpeh Kuneraguntas tenefag semagran, 
Reraksa scühvim ive dhesme=petnin viryegre~hagteir upaguhya binmin 
i.e, KG took hold of ths throns by force, most probably from his brother 
Sovindagunta, And, == there is most probably & covert reference to 
KG I in domlasor Insc, AD, 467 5 
"Vicere=dolen Vibulhsdiipo pt senke=pariteh sammeruroha |! 
In it thoro may be a-hint that KG wes not faithfully disposed towards 
his brother GG,, and becoming jesious, conspirod egoinst him, 
Vibuihedhipa is Indra, Mahendreditye is e 'biruda! of Kumeregunta I, 


found on his coins, 


KUMARAGUPTA I (25) 
PR ac RR سس‎ a TA 


EVENTS s It is clear fron bis inseriptions ranging from 96 GE (415 A1D) 
Bilsed Stone Pillor Inco, to 128 GE (447-48 AD.) Demoderpur end Bet- 
gran Comer-plate, that the Guota Empire under KG I suffered no dimîn 


ution, 5 
1, Bilsad insc, has "abhivardhamans=yi jaya-rajya", 1,6, ٩ 


‘reign of ever-extenting victory! , 
“s Kamadanla Länge Ingo, 117 GE (456 A.D,) has "entiw-väsdhi= 
salilesvedite-yasai" -- ‘the feme (of KG) being tasted by the waters 
of the four oceans! , x 
5, Mendasor Stone Insc, of KG I & Beniimvemen, 493 ME (43€ 
AU +) has “atussaubivantieyilolosmekhalém e Smeru-Kailasa-brhate _ 
peyodharem, Venanta=venta-spiute=puspas=hasinim. - Kunaregupte prthtvim 
pragesati," -= ‘When Kumaragupta was reigning over the whole earth," 
Tho other date 529 ME (472 A.D.) falle in the ‘reign of the later Kumara 
gupte Ii, Therefore the Latter part of the inscription refers to KG II, 
4, The fini-places | of his colas also prove thet his inherited 
Empire remained intact, These places are Abuedebad, Bhavenagar, Satara, 
Ellichpur, ete, Y. j 
PEACE € PROSPERITY 3 ¿rom his inso, ami coins one can easily infer that 
his reign was peaceful cnd prosperous, There ere no conflicts between 
RG I and other rivei Kings, People were devoted to social uplift and 
religious ceremonies, There was religious tolerance end each ani every 
sect was free to preach its doctrines, His Bilsad insc, records the 
worship of Mahagvemi Kertikeyas Menkurer Insc, ‚that of Buidhas Mandar 
gor, thet of the Sun gods and hrimedanda, that of Siva, ex 
Prosperity is indicated by his performance of Asveneüha — | ۲ 
in comenpration of which he issued Asvenedhe coins with the legend ` 
'Asvemsdha-perekvenah', It is a costly sacrifice, Abundance of gold 
coins also poits to the seme conclusion, Moreover, Mendasor insc, 
(AD, 456 < 475) records thet & guild of silk weavers migrated from 
the adjoining Lata (Amastra) country to Dasapıma (Montage, GL), — 
ee the country = "tss, 
pathive-gunapabrtah" , am ans Hann ES) 


Ex 


Š - 1 26). 

There was a remarkable progress in the fields of fine arts, erchi- | 

tecture, eto., an evidencsd by fino specimens of coins mhi sculptures, 
ond images of Jeina Tirthentemos ond Buddha st Methura, In Mendasor à 
inge, Basenıra ig described as ‘decorated with Tous of storeyed manglons 

(pragede-mela) Like the vows of ceriel chariots E end ۳ 


te 


paintings (eitre-kamani), Mobis os ات‎ Mer. 
LATER EVENTS : Tt seems thet his glory eufforod en qn de Hs 
letor deys, (a) text tells us that Keheräre! s kingdom was 
atteokea by Yevanag,. Paria as e Salones, Thig king Mehondra ig 
certainly EG I, as ho is represented on his coins es 'Hahondreditya!, 
(b) The Bhiteri Stone Pillar Inge, of his son and successor KG, 
refers to'the enemies prepared for conque st! ( evebhinetamvi igi sam 
prodystenem paresam), to nim es one ‘who stabilized the shaking fortu- 
nes of tha family! and ۱ spending the whole night on bare earth’ (Vica- 
: Tite-kule-18:cri- gtenbhenayodystens, Kgiti-tale-seyeniys yena nita 
triyana), iie 
(c) The enemies ere mecified as Pusyenitras with their resources 
of wealth ani mn nepowor (Semudits-hale-kosen Pusyenitramg on jitva), 
(2) Other onenios vore the Tums (howie yae mE senare 
dorbhyam Alara kemita), | 


- 


(e) Crown prince Sk, C. encowntered thera enemios, internal. and 
external, and defected then, É E Š 3 

(£) Due to stress on his treasury he issued silver currency in his 
later age, The coinage wes not of pure silver, but vere minted fron 
silver-nlated co 


ANNEXATION + (a) The sell state of Dasspura in C,I, remained iniepen- 
dent up to the time of CG IT, for there is no indication of Gupta 
sovereignty in the Mantasor insog, of Vernen inge (e.g, Mandasor St, 
Tasc, of NC 404 A,D,). But in Neniasor Inso, of Poner, — 
(495 = 529 ME, AD. 456 - 473) Dasapura apresrs ag a foulatory stato E 
wer the Imperial Cuptas for the first timo, KO Y must have, t TT 


2 ر 


subdued Dasapura, | but thera is no clear reference to this fact in his 


MDC a 


records. Ti is just possibile that his predecessor Gov, G, sibdued 
State, Asvemadhs coins may ales و‎ his new peee 


(270 8 


RE TG 1 ruled over his inherited lingion with the new addition 
of Dasapura State, Hig Kingdom extended from Bengal (E),to Indus (W) 
ond from Himeleya (N) to Surastre (SW) end Kenci (SE), É 

COVERIORS & FEUDATORIES ¿ — 1, Ghatotkeca Gupta, mentioned in main Insc, 
116 GE (A.D ,435-56), was probably the son or brother of KG I, who 
ruled over Maleva with the juri sitiction/tmbevena, about fifty 
miles from Eran, : 
23 Ciretedatta, the Governor of Pundreverdhena, known from Danodara- 
pura as 3 128 GE (A.D, 447), 2 
. Bendhuvarman, the fewatory ruler of Dasapure, is mentioned in 
7 Stone Insc, 493 ME (A.D, 226). 
ADMINISTRATION y 1, The Empire is described as girt by 4 oceans, : 
2. The king is styled as Pereme=daivata, Perema=bhatterake, Meha- 
rajadhiraja (Damoderapura Cop.=pl.). 
Š, Below, the Emperor were fewlatory rulers called ‘arpa, mrpati, _ 
parthiva, gopte,! 
4, The local kingdom was called 'desa' x E 
_ 5, The Empire was divided for samimi strativo purposes into provin- 
cos called 'bhuktig!, sub-divided 'vigeya!, 
6. The Provincial Governor was called 'Upuriko-maherao! , 
T Under him was District officer or Magigtreto 'visayapeti!, 
8, District Head Quarters were called 'adhisthena!, 
9. District Office 'visayadhilarana’ , 
10, District had a sub-livigion called 'yithi!, 

11. Officer incharge of a gub-divigion vas 'Ayuktekn! (Kelediort ins,, 
2, Princes served as Provincial, Governors, e,g,, Prince Ghatotkaca 
was Governor of Airilina-predesa, 3 

15. Visayepetis (District Officers or Magistrates) were appointed by ` 
the Uparite (Governor) with the formal sanction of the king, to whom — 
the homage of both was due, 

14, There were Ministers in abtoniance on the Emperor at the Head Gra 

15, In tho Dist, Hã, Qro, (edhisthena) were located Dist, offices | dar 
end courts (adhilarena). The Dist, Magistrate was associated eni as 
ted in his administration (purogo Se with en advisory 


(28) ١ 

Merchants!’ Guiid (certhayaha), (111) Chief of the Guild of Artisans 
(prathema-kullke), (iv) Chief of the Union of Scribes (prathama-keyastha 

16. The Staff of Sib-Divisional Office included Pustapela (Record= 
keeper), Kayagtha (Seribes) ani Kulika (Representative craftsman) , 

17 Transaction of Land formed an important pert of the functions 
of the District Magistrates (Visayapati), Government gave facilities 
to private donors intending to make gifts of land for a religious or a 
cheritable purpose, Such gifts were facilitated by a prescribed proces 
dure, Ordinsrily land could not be transferred without the permission 
of the Goverment, its right vas regulated by 'nivi-dherma! or "upada= 
kseye=niyi'. By it the religious or charitable purpose was to be pro- 
noted out of the income of the lend so that the land could me 
be transferred or allonnted in any vey for profit, 

The sanction was given on the reports of its officers, Pustepales 

The sale price of land is aleo indicated, It was at the rate of $: 


dinaras for 1 kulyevepa, Kulya = Kula, 1,9, that amount of land which 
cen be ploughed by tro ploughs, Vapa is the area which is som, 


RECORDS : 1, Bilsad Stons Piller Inscription, GE 96 A+D+ 415 AD, 
2, Gadiwe Stone Inscription GE 96 AD. 417 A.D 
5. Udeyegiri Cave Inseription GE 106 AD, 425 
4, Dhanetéahs. Coper-plate GE 115 AD, 432 
5, Methure inscription GE 115 AD, 432 
6, Tumain Stone Inscription GE 116 AD, 435 
7. Karmedenda Stone Inscription GE 117 A.D, 436 
8, Damodarapura Copper-=plate GE 124 AD, 445 — 
9, Demoderepura Conperenlate , GE 128 A.D, 447 5 
10, Baigram Copper=plate GE 128 AD, 447 


11. Mankuyer Buddha Stone Image GE 129 AD, 448 
12, Mendasor Stone Insc, of Banihu ` 
varman anc Emerenmta I AD, 436 
COINS 3 (a) Gold coing z= 


- (3) Archer type, (11) —— (111) Asvamedha tyre, 
(iv) Horsemen type, (v) Idon=sleyer type, (vi) Tiger-slayer type, (vii) 
Fescock type, (viii) Fratepe-tyzo, (ix) Elephant rider type, 
(b) Silver coins t- : EU 
| Hirst Gupta silver coinage was inougmeted by 00 II after E 


his conquest of Western Ksstrapes territories, Kunsregunte T-issued — 
silver coins in great abundance , 
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(27) 
(a) Sinke-Haheniru, (o) Sei-Mehondraginha, (f) Mehonirelamera, (g) 
Simho-Vilwem, (h) Vyaghra-perakrena, (1) Sri-pratape, (j) Mahondreditya 
FAMILY š From the inscriptions of KG I, we know that === 
1. his vito was Anantedevi, probably a Kedemba Princess, 
2. he had two cons, Puregupte and Skandagupta, 
5. Purugupta was born of Anantedevi, Scondagupte was either 
her son or from another queen whose neme 15 not mentióned in the records 


4, Ghatotimcagunta is said to be a third son of KG I, but no 
definite proof is avellable, 


DATES : First 96 GE = AD, 


(Bilsed Stone Insc.) 
Last 156 GE = AD, is (Silver coins) 
Fight with Pugyemitras and Fumes in the later years of his 


(30) 
SKANDAGUPTA 


~ > 


ACCESSION: First date - Eerliest dete is 156 GE (A.D, 455) Imom 
Junagadh Rock Insc. of hig Governor Pernedatta, = ۱ 
last dete - GE 143 (A.D, 467) known from his silver coins, x 
WAR OF SUCCESSION? — مد‎ (a) Sc, G, © son end successor of KG I, Imom —— 
from Bhiteri Piller Inscription of Sk, G. 
(b) Purugupte a son end successor of KG I, 
kron from Bhitari 5221 of EG II or III, 
2 Both could not be identical, because 3 
(1) Not practice of putting second nemes on 
official documents, (11) Similarity of coins bearing names 
of Sk, G, ond PG, due to the decline of the Empire, 
(b) Tor diã they divido the Expire, because s 
(1) Sz. G, wes en all India Emperor, His records 
ere found ot several places in 5, India incl, Bhiteri, 
Helenie, otc,, (11) The records of both are found at the 
seme places and also those of the successors of Pu, G. 
Inscriptions of Bu, G, are found at Sarnath, Banaras, Eran, 
and wost india, Š | 
3. Hence Me juxder suggested wer of succession, : 
a) Omission of nother’ ء‎ memo in Bhiteri St. Ins, 
implies that &,G, wes not legitimate heir apparent, while ` 
there ig mention of PG's mother as Mahadevi Anentedovi in 
Bhiteri Seal Ins,, making him legel successor, 
(b) That SG, got the throne from PG after wer 
is hinted at in Jun, R. Ins, "Vyapetye servan mamujendra= x 
putranl Leksmih eweyan yon varsyamcokers"™ 1.35 * 4 
(c) and also in Bhiteri St, P. Ins, = : 
"Vicalite-lalegletsuin sbsnbhensyodystena, کم‎ 
The conflicted referred to here is between two trotters 
Sk, G. ond Xx, 


But (a) the omission of Se, Cro moters ame pomos othir M š 
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(3 Do 
other hand it implies the previous practice of the selection of the — 
hoir=apperent on the basis of merit rather than of birth, The dos- 
cription is given in a postie way, MP 
(c) Menace referred to in the Bhiteri St, P. Ins, is not cor- | 
tainly fron the scions of the Guptes, but clearly from the fewlatory 
rulers Pusyomitras ani foreign invedors Imag, Cf, "Somutite-bale-kogan, ک‎ 
4. SEG, is the imediate successor, as (a) the lest date of KG I | 
on his coins is 156 GE (A.D, 455-56], (b) the earliest date of SE, 
is also 156 GE (A.D, 455-56) on Jun, Rock Ins, and (c) nobody could 
intervene between KG I end Sk,C, Purugupta may have ascended the throno 
after GG, Hence it follows that there was no war of succession, 

WAR AGATNS® PUSYAMITRAS 3 S.G, began his martial activities as a Crom 
Prince in the later period of his father's life, These campaigns were 
completed in his om reign efter the death of his father, Of, "Piteri 
divem upete vipluten venge-leksmin, Sve-bhuje-bele-vijiterir yah rmati- 
sthapye. bhuyah" (Bhitari 6), 

PUSIVAMITRAS : (a) Ace, to R,D,Bennerji, they were ths first wave of the 
Hunas, But, as thoy hed entered India for the first time, ve cannot 
expect them to heve Iniienized name of Pusyenitras, Like Sekng (Azes, 
Azilisos, Vonones), Kusanas (Wema, Kujula, Keniska, Huvigia), Hunas 
(Toremona) and Greeks (heving legenis on coins only in Greek for a long 
time before Inlianizing them), they too must have hed their foreign — 
ani originel nome, had they come from outside, ° F 

(b) Tism Purana says that tribal n of Pusyas weg j 
situated in Kosala, 1,0,» Eastern pert of C,P,, Chhatisgarh, Raipur ) 
eni mountain Mekela neer Orissa, The rulers of these regions might E 
heve formed a confederacy and have attacked the adjoining Gupta terri- 1 
tory. They had a strong emy, rich treasury ani emple resources, SG, z 
consvered Pusyemitras who hed gethered. eM their strength and resource: | 
He had to strive hard to overpower his foes, so much so that he had 
spend a whole night sleeping on bare ground (Bhitexi St, P. Ing), ` 

MAR WITH THECHUMAS : Tho original home of the Fimas was IW China, U 
pressure they migrated to the wert, One branch of them went to E 
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eed towards Indie, where they net similar crushing defeat at the 
herds of Skendagupte. Altoruizda they ottacked Persia end defeated 
#ivoz, tho Sessonien king in 434 AD, This encouraged them to proceed 
egein to India, ; 
BATTLEFIELD + Sk.G, must have fought with the limas in Western Indie, 

for (1) dun, R, Ins. rofors to Mecchas " ,.prathayanti yasemsl yagya 
ripavo 'pi „.. Mlecche-degagu" (4). These Mecches must have been the 
Humas, who are clearly mentioned iu the Bhiteri St, P, Ins, as com 
quered by Sk.G, "Hunair yasye semagategya somero derbhyem dhara kampita! 

(ii) Hunes were e grort menses to the country, There was a danger 
of. their repeated invasion, llence Sc,G, took gpecisl pisns in selecting 
a befitting Governor of Suragira, He found one in Parnadetta, 

TIME: The fight wes very severe, By the year 141 GE (AD 460) all 

these wars vere over emâ perfect peace preveiled as indicated by 3 

(2) Kaha St, P, Inse, oz Seo 141 GE (A.D,460) "rajye ... 
Sterdaguptesya santo, Verse باه‎ e, Sente does not mean the last year of 
his reign, as hig silver coin bue the date 148 QE, 

(33) The. later part of his sa. . Ins, (155, 57, 158 GE, 455-56- 
57) also gives sn impression of peaceful tines, Works of public wel- 
fero like the construction of tank) ete. cexmot be done under the 


stress of wer, N 


WAR WITH VAKATAKAS : — Beleghoto Cop.-pl, of Prthivisena II states 
Nerendragena (A.D, 455-470) as واه تام مت ولمم رت‎ , The Vakse — 
takas were contesting Gupta overlordship in perts of western India, ] 
But S.G. got back tho aggression, This gets confimstion from the : 


: 
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fact that fythivi sons, son of Varendrasona, recovered the sunken for- 
tuno of his femily, after &,G,'s death, during FG و‎ reign, as stated 
in the Vaketake records + "nimegne-vamsayeddhortuh" and "Kogela- = 
Mekela-Uelevadhipatyabhyareito-sasensh! , 3 
EXTENT OF THE EMPIRE : He ruled over the whole of Northern Intia, fron 
Kethigver in the west, to Bengal in the east, Towerds the west, the 
Empire included regions like Surastra, Canbey, Malava and Gujrat. 
From Indus in the H W and Himalaya in the X up to Kenci in the 
ADMINISTRATION + Tin empire was divided into Provinces under € 
A Province was called "dose, aveni” ; Governor - gopta ) 


gopta of Surastra) ; end tho Dist, Officer, viseye-peti (Sarvanaga, 

visayapati of Antorvodl), The eduinigtration of a visaya (Diet,) was 

carried on by officers put in charge of different departrents, such as 

Agroberika (incharge of lani~granis ?), Saulkike (incharge of customs) و‎ 

Gaulmika (incharge of forests), ووعنات‎ The cities were placed in charge 

of executive officers, Thug, Céxrapelita was Nlagara-relcgelen (Mayor) 

ci Giriuar, St, G, took great interest in the general odnini stration 2 
of his country, Ho paid dus attention to the defence of his frontiers, 

He vag very partculer ia the choice of good personrál for the adminigt- 
ration of his country, He picked those who were honest and who took - 
interest in the general uplift of the society, Ho took extraordinary 
care in selecting the Govor: v of Surastra which vag vulnerable to 
foreign invasion, For meny deys he thought end exercised hig mind, end 
et lest hit upon Pernsdotta es the only man able to shoulder the burden 
of that administration, 

RELIGIONS s i Religious tolerance, 2. Philanthropy en the pert of 
the public, 3, All religions flourished سس‎ Ne wag himself a Veisnava 
(perana-bhagevata), Kaheım Inse,, Jeina ; Sculptures of Jeina Tirthen- 
keras, enl donetion to the temple of the Sm (Indor Cop.=pl,) for 
burning a lemp et might, 

ECONOMIC CONDITIONS + (a) Due to stress of vor, there vas a heavy gtrain 
on his treasury, whieh is evident from his coing of inferior gold ani 
silver, (b) In later tines-he raised the weight of coins from 124 — 
gr. to 148 gr, ani their standard from silver dineres to gold wares, ; 
(c) His silver sni coppercoins were also in ds, (a) Oniy dias | 
of gold coins, the Archer,and tho king and queen (Lekmi 2) types sho | 
found, (e) Industry scems to have been organized imier senis or | 
guilds (e.g, Teililu Sreni), (£) The gui?ds acted ss Banks, donation : 
of money to Guilds for public benefaction, (g) interest in works E 
of public welfare, Tike tha. construction end repairs to lakes, High | 3 
skill in In لطا و‎ ic Construction ani repairs to Suiarsana lao). 


PURUGUPTA 


| وم 


ACCESSION و‎ Us ceme to tho throne, as en old men, after the death of 
his brother SkG, He was the pon of Uohorojedhirojo-eri-Koneragupte (I) 
and queen Mehedeyi (known fron Dhiteri Sesl of EG IIT), 


PERIOD OF REIGN + Fron AD, 467 (boing the last date of 26, known à 


from his silver coins) to A.D, 275 (being the earliest date of his son 
| end successor KG TI, on Serneth Inscription) 


EVENTS ; 1, Ho lost his western dimsins, 1,0., (e) Maleva and Central | 
India, as is shown by the abçence of coins. (b) His territory was | 
restricted only to Bengel, Biher, Eastern pert of U,P,, as his coins 
are only found in these regions, Coins ere very few and ere only of 
the Archor type, This suggests his-short rule end gtreitened conditions, — 

: 2, Cause of Fed] * (a) Hunas might heve captured IM pert 
of his Empire. (b) Voketelas occupied the southern, western, S4 parts 
of the Empire. Veketekac under Narondracona (A.D, 435-470) vere con- 
testing against the Gupta overlordship, S.C, uud them „ After his 
death, Ra eha TI s/o Nerendrasena, recovered his sunken family 
fortune, as stated in 'ninegna -vengasyoddharttuh! ‚of 3 
hin who raised end restored the sunken femily, Also ' سم 11م سم لمع م1‎ 
MeLlevedhipetyabhyarcite~sagane’, The time of Prihivisena II is 470-485, 

LITERARY REFERENCES : — — Paremartha in his "Vegubendim" mentions thet 
Vilwemeditya sont his son Baleditya to Buðhegupta, According to him, 
the Capital of PG can be located at Ayodhya. 

Though PG lost e. great pert of his Epiro, still he retained his | 
title Sri-Vilrems on the analogy of Vikremeditya, as is known from his 3 
coins, Meiende. Clay feel gives Naregimhegupta Baladitya as the son of m. 

Thus Vikremeditya of "Vasıbandhu" may be Purugupta Sri-Vikrena, à 


Er 


E 


Ayoghye was 'jayaü-skexlhevara!, pont of Custas from the time of Samra > 
gupte, es known from Gaya grant, i | 


SUCCESSION ; 


RECORDS 0 


: (35) 
KUMARAGUPTA II, KRAMADITYA » 


(Sernath Inseription) : 
KG II is the immediate successor of PG, His earliest 
date is known from Sernsth Insc, on a stone image of Buddha, 154 GE (473) | 
1, Sarnath Buddha St, Image Ing., GE 154 (A.D, 475). 


۶۰ Mendosor Ins, of Bulbsvarmen & KG, 17493, 529 (436, 472= 
75 AD., the letter part being in the time ûf KG II), 


3. Khoh Cop.-pl. Ins, of Perivrajeka Maharaja Hagtin, GE 156 
4, Gold coins, es 7 
CONTENTS OF RECORDS 3 Sarnath insc, records the event in KG's reign, 
Abhayenitra instels on image of Buddha at a place like Sernath as a 
contre of Buidhisn, KG himself vas a Vaisnava, but like his predecessors, 
he too was tolerant of other religions which flourished under him, The 
insc. is Buidhistic in character and the image 15 fine specimen of art, 
The first part of the Mandasor insc, and the dete (ME 495) given 
therein refers to the reign of KG I, And the second part conteining the 
date ME 529, falls certainly in the time of KG II, In the time of KG I, 
a guild of silk weavers migrated from Late desa to Dasapura (Mandasor) 
in Meleve (C,I,) and built a Sun=tenple in A.D, 456, In A,D, 475, 
during KC IT's reign, the same guild effected repairs to the temple, 
"Bahuna. sometitena kelenanyais ca parthivaih - Vyasiryateike-deso ۲ sya 
bhavanasya tato 'dhuna," (56). Some translate it as ۱۸ pert of the tem- 
ple was demaged by many kings’, saying that the root JE toing transi- 
tive, it should have an object which is tekedesa! here, and the subject 
is 'perthivaib', From this they infer that the Hunas, who attacked 
India at that time, damaged the temple, because an Indian could not 
have done so, Bub, (i) Hunas did not achieve any success before 6th 
cont, A,D., particularly in this part of the country (Heniasor, GL), | 
(11) It is strange thet one single invader could mot have damaged one | 
part of the temple, end it needed the effort of several kings to do so ! 
(111) Hımas vere not opposed to Sun-worghip. A Sun=temple vas built ا‎ 
during the reign of the Ema king Mihirelula, (iv) In Sanskrit we 
have many instances in which the root gm intrensitively, 
"Mudhni sarva-lokagya visiryate vene "thea". The usage la called - 
tkertr=karmant preyogah', It is not necessary that this root 
always bo 'sakernska’ Renate), Hence kings canno 
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(. 36) | 
SET s INTERPRETATION: "Ag much time elapsed ond nany kings passed, 
one part of the temple fell inte disrepair," Vyasiryate. being used 
hore intransitively, needs no object, Its subject ig 'ekn-dogeh! end 
not 'porthivaih! which is dependent for its elucidation "atitena’, i.e, 
‘smatiteir anyeis ca parthiveih', Hero 'anyaih' is algo significant 
inasmıch as many kings passed but none of them came forth for the repair 
of the temple. The mony kings that passed between A.D, 456 and 473 were š. 
KG Y (415-455), تار عات‎ . (455-467), end FG (497-475) „ Though the period j 
of 36 years is not very long,.but io the writer of the Prasasti 4t 
appeared so (bakıma llena), Moreover, by the passing of threo kings 
during this period, the period, though short, looked like a long period, x 
SIGNIFICANCE OF THE INSORIPTION ; From the inscription we may infer that 
the political conittiong preveliing during the reigns of Sk &, and PG 
were such that they did not elloy them or the guild of silk weavers to 
undertake the vepsivs of the templo. But under the reign of KG II, the 
guild foul the conditions fevowrable for repairs to the temple, It : 
follows, therefore, thet KG ii esteblished a peaceful state of affeirs 
once again in the country under his rule, Silk weavers resumed their 
industry ani e comercial activities, accumuleted wealth and aia ‘ths repair 
Thus, it cen reasonably be inferred that KG IT restored his lost family 
prestige. 
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KEDH COPPER-PLATE INSCRIPTION OF PARIVRAJAKA MAHARAJA HASTIH ` o 
GE 156, A.D.275 ER 


~ 


The insc, belongs to the time of KG II, when the Gupte kings were 
in the enjoyment of sovereignty (Gupta-nrpa-rajyn-bhukteu), This shows 4 
that Hastin ves a foulatory under the Imporisl Gupta ruler KG II, He 
wes ons of the o dé important of feudatories who gave away gifts of 
thousands of cows, nfl, elephants, gold coins end lend, 3 
Nastin himself is described as a sovereign who had fewlatories of 


his own (pada-pindopajivinah), E anio on homage to the Royal feet, 
EXPLANATION OF WORDS IN THE PLATE و‎ Ç 


i, Sasana : Royal Charter of land grant, 


2, Agrehere + Tho village given suny in donation to a Bralmane (Cf, 
use in this sense by Kalidasa in Raghuvemsa), 


5, Udrenga + In Sesyete-koss -= a tax, derived from ut~-_/ or from 
ut~_/raj ; nature of the tex not defined و‎ must be cor- 
responding to the usual share of the produce due to the 
Stato و‎ whieh veried from time to time, In the Stis 
it is stated as one-sixth, 43 


4, Uparikere : With Sengirit 'upari' ^ Prekrit "uperi! may be com ` 
nected Marathi 'opari' meaning a tenant who has no pro- ` 
prietory right on the lend, but is a mere tiller, Hence | 
‘uparikera' means a tax levied on cultivators who do 
not own the leni they cultivate, Put this method of de 
interpretation is not scientifie, because we cannot w 
say that Marathi 'opari! was used in the sense of St, 
‘upari', It really means s upari m something above, 
Hence uparikera Z a tex in addition to the mein tax, 
surcharge or the suner=tax of the modern times, 


5. Aoptprebbato praga gm 3 1, That which should not be visited by 
Regular (bhata) and Irregular (cata) troops, Their 
visit to the 'agraharas! was.prohibited in order to 
maintain their sanctity and seve the villagers fron 
forced end burionsone texetion ani contributions, But | 


Regular troops but 'cata! has no disce je 


and ١ (bhata)! arā ame ap 
‘caten.prati bhatah! soldiers pois à 
robbers, 1,0, Policemen, ` 

In ancient Totta am "ayı 


(39) 1 


Policemen were prohibited from entering it, They were not allowed to 
disturb or harass it, Though this meaning of the expression has not 
found favour with meny en epigrephist, it is so fer the best ons. 


6. Cora-dande=werjem : (a) ‘with the exception of the fines imposed 
on thieves by the king,’ Whereas 'uirange! end "uperikara! 
were assigned to the grantee, the fines imposed on thieves 
were preserved by the rulers, (b) The fines on thieves 
às the function of the juliciary and not of the Revenue 
Department, Therefore و‎ in parting with the revenus of the 
village, transfer of judiciary or executive power could not 
be implied, and, the mention of the exception of fines on 
thieves could not eriss.at all, Therefore, toora=dendal 
may be translated not as fine imposed on thieves, but a tex 
imposed on villagers for protection against thieves, This : 
can be compared with the present day 'chovicidera! tax to ۱ 
meet. the salary of the watchman, Hence 'coramdenis-varjen' ° 
means "with the exception of tax for the protection of the x 
village from thieves,' 


THE TERRITORY s The territory of. the Parivrajaka kings, known from the 
find spots.cf their copper=pletes included Negaudh, Ajayagarh, and 
Jeso States, situated in 18 forest kingdoms. H 5 

The first king vas Susarmen, who was-religious-minded, king and 

- recluse, In.one of-tho plates Susarman is called the sage Kapila and 
-daga= / also ‘cotunfridye-sthans' , 

- The dynasty .compived the Feo ‘Suscimen, ubote descentent vag 
Devoliya, .Devedya's son-vas Prebhenjena, his son was Demodara, his son 
vas Hastin, and Hagtin's son was Samksobha, 

For Hastin we have dates ranging from 475-510 AD, Taking a 100 
years for four generations before Hastin, we may place the begiming 
of the dynasty at about 375 A,D,, i.e. in the time of Semuiregupta, 


The expression "Gupte-nrpe=-rajya-bhuktau" in the plates shows that _ 
they were the feulatories of the Guptas, 


One of the dates of Samksobha is A.D, 528, 
PURPOSE € METHOD OF MAKING LAND=GRANTS و‎ 


Purposo * . (=) Religious merit, (b).Upkeep of temples, (c) Carrying % 
on worship, (d) Effecting repairs, (e) Enabling Brahmanas to study : 
the Vedas and perform sacrifices, (f) Because appleuded in tho  _ 
Puranas, Surtig anl Epics es the best form of charity, 


From very early times the Indian kings emi lenilords have 
making lend-grents, The villages granted were called ‘agrahar 
Š were held in senctity..Their protection was a subject of 
Ex care of the State. ee ən 
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very populer from Gupte times onusrüg, co we have a lergo mmber of — 4 
land=grante from the 4th to tho 12th century AD. 

Method : (2) The grants were recorded in Charters. (b) The Char- 
ters wore drafted according to an established form, which had already | 
become fixed by the time of Yejnevalkye, (c) They were written on a a | 


piece of cloth or engraved on coppor=plates 1 "Pate va tanre=patte va', t 
Due to the perishable nature of the cloth, copper-plates were preferred. 
(à) Contents : i, Nema of the ruling king with his genoslogy, il, Date $ 
of making the grant, iii, Neme of the village or place granted ant the 
demarcation of its boundaries, iv. Emmeration of the privileges to 
the grantee,(sodranga, soparikara, otc,), v. In the end verses fron 
scriptures applauding the grant and _censuring amy interference with it, 
vi, Execution of the tesk was entrusted to the ea = Sendhi- — 
vigrakika, vii, Grantees were mt made the absolute ieee of the land, 


E 
but only tho revenues were assigned to them, | 
A11 the grants conform to these requirements, | 


GOLD COINS : (a) Legend on the coins : "Haherajedhiraje-Sri-Kmeragupta, i 
Kronndityeh" sni "Kremsdityah" , This shows that he held the imperial | 
title, - 1 

_ (b) About 0 coins ascribed to Kımsragupta sre preserved in 
the British end Indien Museums, There ere only a few of the heavier 
type. It is not definite whether all these coins are of KG II, or they 
also include those of KG I end KG III, š 

DATES 3 First dete === 475 A.D, (From Sarnath Insc, of KG 11). 


Last date === 476 A.D, (Trom Serneth-Busgho Stone Inege Insc, of ۳ 
É his successor Dushagupta), 


EXTENT + From Bengal to the eastern pert of U.P., with Malava in the SW, 1 


233% 


= از‎ CA 


DUDEACÇUPTA & 
MA A aÃ pr Aee cair cm + 
| 
Kunerasunte II Euihegumta : Neresimhagupte. 
(473 Sarnath Ins, (476 Sur BS ipse, (c. 495 = ?) ۱ 
relation not men- = 494 Sil, coins) . Bhiteri Seal of KG III 
tioned = e, 476) «“ciovion in atendo gives relation 


Cley Soci 
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SUCCESSION ; Kite (II) dete on his Semah Insc, is GE 154 (A.D. 475) ` 
end, cerlier dete of Bulbegunta ig 157 GB (A.D, 476) on his Sarnath B.S, : 

inco, Tonos DG is the imedisto guecosgor of KG II, But his Sarnath BS, 

Inse, an other inscs, do not give Lig goxoslopy, or his reletion with | 
the Guptes, Only his Nelende Glay Seslings give a complete genealogy, | 
from the begiming up to DG sni mention him us the son end successor of 

- Purvugyta, Bhiteri Seal gives Voresimhaguote as the son end successor 

of PO, Therefore Bi and NG ere roel brothers ; om both of them the 
song of Purugupis along with Kmeregucte Ii, 

IHPERIAL STATUS ? Ho title indicetive of imperial status, Some inses, 
like his Sarnath 5,8,1,Insc, cinply reads 'Bulhegupte prasaseti!, But, 
(a) Es is givon the epithets of 'Poremexbhetterale~Meherajedhizeaija- 
Buihegupta!: in Denodorpur Copper=plete, (b) Ho heg Provincial Gover- 
nora, such as Maheraja Suramicenäre cf Maleve, ruling the territory 
between Nermada end Kelindi, wäer PG (Bren Inse.). (c) Demodarpur 
Copser-piate algo mentions his Governors in Punireverdhona-bhukti, as 
Breimsäntta and Jayedotíto, | 

FEUDATORT KINGS AID GOVERNORS: — 1, Bralmedotía ani Jayadatta as Uparikme - 


neharajas (Governors) of Funirevardhens-bhuicti in Bengal, known from 


2, Maharaja Surasuicanira + Sewistory ruler of Meleva, the terri 3 
tory lying betuoen Nemeda enî Kolingi, known from Bren St, P. Taso, 2 
(Under Suragnicandra was the Dist, Magistrate == vicayspati == Mal 
— tt Eren S,P.Ins,) (Unter Jeyadatta was Diet, Magis 
توص رت‎ visaya, Ayuktokoesonicke 44 Danoder, CP). 

5, Terivrajoka Maharaja Hastin in Khoh Copporeplste grex 
AD, 482) recognises Gupta ov 3 i cht 2 
ORY 4 In the Bact سب‎ | |, Bengal 


Damoderpur Üopoereploteg, A.D, 482 ani undated respectively, 


TEN MES. 


o sa do o 


peers وم‎ qu os dê FITUS 


In tho Wort سس‎ Molero (Svon St, Pil. Insc.). 
In the South u Kelinid, E 


in tho North --- Ganga, 
It included Usnarag == th B.S, inda, end for Conti India 
he issued gold coins, Ih kept | his inherited kingium intact, ' 
ADMINISTRATION y Provinces ruled by Governors and Feuleteries who were 
helped in the administration by the Deputy Governors, 


a 


Demoóerpur Cop.-pl, ---- Tho District Veristrete (visayepati) was 


helped in adminigiretion by en Advisory Council of four members repre- 
sentatives of different interests of the locality, Vizes 1. Nagara- 
gre gih ~~ Prosident of the Chenber of Cormerce (nomed Dhrtipela), 
. ixo6hena-lulike == Forenen of tho Guild of Artisoris (Dirtinitre), 
4, Serthevahe == Representative of Merchants of the city (Dendinmitra), 


4, Fratbhens-keyastha =- cee Sccrotery to Administrative Council 
(Sembarela) , 
Trensfer of la end sole of leni wore regulated by the State, The 


Copper-nlete grenis give the efrinistrativo machinery end procedure 

for grants of lend for public purposes, charitable eni religious endou- 
ments, etc, was to submit an application for it, The lena to be granted 
should not cause any loss of Revenue to the State, Accordingly, such 
lend ig required te be + (a) eprada == not yet settled, (b) aprahata == 
not yet cultivated, or (c) khilc-kootra -- no men's lend, 

The customary price steted in the inscriptions is st the rate of 
3 Dineras for eech ‘kvlyavepa’, which means the area of lend on which 
one kulye of seeds cen be som, (one kulya weighing 8 Dronas), 

The grent of the epplied for leni by the Goverment depended upon 
the recommendations of e Committee of three local Reconi-keepers, called 
Pustepslag, The purpose for which the lend ves gronted was usually the a 

performance of dally sacrifices, oto, by the Prakmenes, EC 

Provincial Governor, Uperika Vehereja, was agcisted by a couneli e 
local non-officiels + (1) Mehattere-s, (2) Anto ° 
Gremike-s, and (4) Kubunbins- “Se = 

COINS : — Buibegupto iosa silvom coinage of Control Toa بو‎ with 
his ova nomo and with his nues as tevonipatil' . 


` لدبم 


Srimen 3 sueceeded WG lI. Às IG wecesded EG II, therefore Sriman 5, 
Peekoseditya, ond Bulhagupta are ono end the game person, So the coins 
of Prakaseditya ars of Buithegurste. , 


nn 


INDICATIONS OF DECLINE و‎ Though BG exercised his away over the whole 


of his Enherited empire of northern Ilia, 1% is obvious that tho Gupta 


Perivrejakas mention the Guptas in vague veras, Governors of Maleya 


| 


power end prostigo was on itg decline, The Fewlatories Mettrekas ani | 
| 


eni Dengel, called only 'uparilo in the tino of KG I, were now called 


DATES : First date CE 157 (A.D, 470) , Imown from Sernath B.S L Inse, 
Last date GE 175 (A,D, 454) , known from his gilver coins, 


RECORDS : 1, Sematlı Buddha Stone Inege Inscription AD, 476 


2, Paharpur Copnper-pinte AD, 478 
3. Demoderpur Comper-plate A.D, 482 


4. Demoderpur Copper-picto : 
5, Eron Filler Inge, kB, 84 
6. Nelende Clay Seal 
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NARASIMHAGUPTA (BÃLÃDITYA) 
mnm ncn in NEUEM وی و سس‎ f 
SUCCESSION : Son of Purugupte anã Cendredevi (reed by Fleet as Vatsse) 


devi 5 by H,Sastri es Voinyadevi ; by Chalravartd es Ceniradevi) An 


Bhiteri Seal of Kueragupta III, He ig known from the seme Seal, He was 


the brother of Bulhagupta whose Nalanda Clay Seel describes BG as son 

of PG, Succeeded BG in k,D, 495 (BG's last date being AD, 494). 
ind = 3 

er type of gold coins proves the truth of Arya-manju-sri-mile-kelpa, 

that Beladitya's Empire was 'nis-sapatna and ekanteka!, L,e, without 

rivals ami foes, He issued no silver coins, 


YWAN CHYANG' ع‎ ACCOUNT + Yuan Chrang (629 A.D.) in his detailed account 


of Indie wrote that the tyrant Mihirelule invaded Magadha and was 
defeated by king Baleditya, who, ike a Buddhist, did not 1411 him but 
released him, But the date of Hihirakule, determined on epigraphic 
grows, is A.D, 532 and the reign of NG (in A.D, 495) camot be 
stretched to thai length, The name of Baleditya!s son and successor 
given by Yuan Chyang is Vajra, while Bhiteri Seal gives Kumeragupta, 
The statement of Yuan Chuang is, in its very nature, vague and based 
on legeris and hearsay, . E 

RECORDS 3 1, Bhiteri Seal of Kumaragupta III 3 


2. Nalanda Seal of Narasinhegupte, 
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Title 'Baladitya! on some gold coins, The largo mmber of heayi | 
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(o) Enom from Guneigher Coppor-plate Inscription, GE 188 ۱ 
(A.D, 507), stoted as !'Mahodovo=pedonmadhyato Moheroja=gri Veinyegupteh! - 
Cuneigher is in Tipporah Distt., in Bengal, 


SOURCE : 


fb) Melento Clay Seal deseribos hin es Maherajedhiraja, 

(c) Gold colns of Archer type, with Geruda symbol. Allen i 
wrongly read tho name as Candra on thes coins, This would need the | 
eddition of another GEE (III ?) to the ligt, a name not Imown 
from other sources, whereag the name Veinya is attested by epigraphic 


evidence, 
RELATION Neither ge m fron any record, 
VG is described in Gunei. tsh', a 4 


devotee of Siva, while Gupta 
his relation with the Imperia] 


(i) His gold coins with G 


indicate His Velsnava 
(ii) Religion of a monarch ig 
STATUS : ` (a) Io may be a fewlatory cal ruler or Governor of B 
Bengal as indicated by his epithet ‘Mehoraja! in Guneighar Cop,-plste, 
But, (i) If ho was e local ruler of Bengal, his clay seals could not 
been found at Nalenda, (11) On the other neni, he is proved to be an 
Emperor, because Cuni, Cop,el, states Vijayasena as hie Viceroy and 
Rulredatta as his vassal or foulatory king, (111) He issued gold 
coins which was the privilege of an Imperial ruler, (iv) Nalanda Clay 
Seal. calls hin as 'Msherajadhiraja', (v) The epithet 'Meheraja! only 
on Gun, C.P., may bo a slip on the part of the seribe, KG I ig also des 


eribed as only 'Mehsraja! in Nankwer image Inscription, and St too as 
'Maheraja! in Riddhapur -pletes, 
RELIGIONS :. Seivim + Guneighar Coppor-plate, š H 


Veienevisn : Gold coins, 

Buldhisn + Vainyagupte seems to the fire M me Y 

a piece of leni for the maintonance of a Buddhist Vihara (Gun, C,PL.) | 
ADMINISTRATION ; Gunaighar Copper Plate : | 


Seah manta eT eye? , Vijayasena held se 
such ag "Dutaka" ( ادها‎ eng (Mg 


. (4S) 


'Maha-pilu-pati! (Commander of Elephant Forces), fPancedhikerenoperika! | 
(President of the Board of 5 administrative offices), 'Patyuparika! 
(Chief Officer of Accounts Depsrtuent), 'Pur-peloperike! (President of 
the Board of City Meyors or Chief Police Officer), = 

Kumarematyas, incherge of certain Visayas, were under Viceroys, 
Dutale was a superior officer to Kuneramatya.. | 

Senihi-vigrehólki'tevens was the Minister for Peace and Wer, viz., 
Keyastha Naradatta, the scribe of the Gunsighar Copper Plate, 

The old practice cf administration was kept up from the time of 
Kumareguota I up to his timo, 


RECORDS : 1, Gunsigher Copper plate, dated A.D. 507, 


2. Nalanda Sesl, 
: ` Gumaigher Copper Plate, GE 188 (A.D, 507). 


Ct A ) É 


BHÂNUGUPTA, 
meni 


SIEGE + Eran Stone Piller Insc, of the timo of Bhenugupte, GE 191 E 
E (Br 510) | 
RELATION : Neither genealogy nor parentage mentioned in eny rocord, q 


but the ending (-m 
with the Guptas, 
STATUS ; 


gupta) to his nəmə indicates that he was related 


The insc, describes him only as 'reje mahan! e mighty king ; 
 'jegeti pravireh'’ - a great horo in the worlds end'Pertha-gamah* 
equal to Arjuna (in bravery), llo Imperial title (like 'nalarojadhireja!) | 
is attached to him, not even 'neharaja! و‎ | 
As regards the position of Bhenugupta in the Gupte dynasty, we 

may assume thet : (a) Either he was a Viceroy of the Heleva (Eran) 
during the time of the Emporor Veinyagupta, end fought the battle of 
Eran with Himes, on behalf of his Emperor ruler Veinyagunta, 
(b) Or ho was an Imperial sovereign muling over Eran (Malava) 


contemporansously with Veinyegupte, In the lather cago s the division : 
of the Gupta Empire must be presumed, viz., Eastern region as fer as 
Nelenda ruled by Veinyagupta, and Western region (Malava) ruled by 
Bhanugupte , | | 

(c) In any caso, Bhanugupta cannot be the successor of YG on the —— x 
Gupta throne in Magadha, on the score of chronological difficulties, 

GUPTAS LOST MALAVA à The tuo brothers Metryism and Dhenyavism raised 

a flafstaff at Eran in GE 165 (A.D, 484) in the time of Bulbagupte 
(Eran Stone Pillar Insc, of Budhegupta, GE 165) 

Dhenyavisnu, again, erected a Vienu templo with Vereha image at 
Eran drine the Let rognal year of Toremana, the Huma king (Eran Stone 
Boar Inse, of Toramana, Regnal year 1), 


3 
This implies chango of rulers within one generation, at leagt in 1 A 
this part (C,I,) of the Empire, 


EIGHT WITHTHE HUMAS + Ho fought with the limas either as en oer E 
ruler (sovereign), or, being a Governor, on behalf of his Inporiat 
ruler Vainyagupta, Eran St, Pill, Ins, of fe GE 191 A 


DATE + AD, 510 (Eran Stone Piller Insc, of Di 


(42) 
MAITRAKAS OF VALABHI i 
WHO WERE THE MAITRAKAS ? (A) Some scholars hayo migteken them for 

foreign people, Their view ig based on the interpretation of en ex- 
pression occuring in thoir records 2 "Pragabhe=prenatemitranen Meitra- : 
kanan eino-bala-copetna-matelabhogo- anata a RR ۱ 


pratäpah ...... Bhatēvkkah", which they construe as 'atulem balen te gam ; 
to etula=baláh, te sapetnäh, testm prasabho-prenstinitrinán Mad-treldrian 
mandelebhogeh, tagmin semsalcte~somprehare=gaten labdhah pratepeh yena, | 
sa Bhaterkkah,’ i.e, Bhatarkke bowed dom forcibly his enemies who ` 
were Maitrakas, Keilhorn emphasises the point by saying that there is 
no word like 'kule' or 'vange! to connect 'Meltralenen' with Bhaterkkeh, | 
Therefore Maitrakenen should be taken with sapatnanen, 
BUT : (a) The interpretation is open to gramatical objection that a Bahu- 
vrihi compouni cannot be interpreted in this manner, i 
(b) In order to connect Meitrekensm with Bhetarkkeh, it is not 
necessery to have tho word 'vanse! or !kule!, e.g, Veketskenem ,,.., 
Therefore Maltrakanem should be connected with Bhaterkkah, vizes 
"Meitrakenen Bheterkicah", i,c., "Moitrekonem kule Bhaterkkeh', 

(B) The other argument for thsir foreign origin is 3 Their family 
nome 'Maitreka! is derived from Mitra, the Sun, Therefore they must 
have been the Sun-vorshipping people of Persia, who came to India 
with the Hunes, | ` d ^ E 3 

BUT : The Moitrake kings were usually the M of Siva, Only ons 
ruler out of a 100 kings is described as 'perenecitye-bhskta!, end š 7 
even he is not the first ruler, First seven of these kings are styled 
as tpovenoeHahesvare! , Tod 

It is difficult to understand the significance of their style 5 
"Maitraka!, It is doubtful if the word is connected with Meitreyaka, 
which penne a worshipper in a Buidhistic bemple, or is the designation 
of bards born of a Ksatriya fether and Veisya mother, Anyway, E 
of Velabhi is styled as 'Maitrota!, 

records of the dynasty supply the dates ranging from up 
Era 183 to 447 (A.D, 502 to 756), From the 1 eginnin 1 p 
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(49) 
the Kings heer the title "shareja! or sono other title of fewlatory 
position, but no title of Imporial ronk, It has beon held that the 
Meitroke kings revolted ageing the Guptas end established a, separate 


kingdom of their own, 
BUT s 


this appears to be incorrect, for the third ruler of the dynasty, 
Dronagimha, describes hinsolf as one whose enointment to the throno 
had beon performed by the Inperisl lord himself, who was the master of 
various regions : UHE dIo-binavena-mandelsiha» gvemina perena~svenina 
svayen upehlie-rajyebkisekeh", This shows thet tho Meitrekas attained 
the high position through peaceful. means and by the consent of their 
Imperial lord, whom they owed their ellegience, 

WHO COULD BE THE IMPERIAL LORD ? The earliest date of Dronagimha is 5 
(A.D, 502) Loco, the beginning of the eth cont, At the close of the 
Sth end beginning of the Sth cent., the honour of being described as 
en Imporial lord (i.e. power) can be shared by three different families, 
(1) Guptas + Valuyegupta, Mahorajedhiraja (A.D, 507). 

(2) Humes : In 510 Guptas lost Malava, when. Toramana established him- 
self in Malaya (according to Eren Boer Inscription) š 

(5) Tasodhermen ! He conquered Vernen Kings in A.D, 552 and became a 

'somrot!, He might have risen to power near about AD, 502. = 

EXAMINATION OF THE ABOVE : (2) limas: In the territorios which passed 
into the hands of the Tunas, the uso of GE was given up, as the Eran 
St, Pil, Ins, of Metrvigm end Dhenyavism ja dated in GE 165 (Budha- 
gupta!s reign), but (a) encthor Eren St, Eoar Insc, of Dhanyavism in 
the tino of Hang is not datod in GE, but ix the Rognes Year of Toremana 
(b) Gvalior Inge, of Mihirelmla bears the Regenel Year of Mihirekule, | 
It mey, therofore,be inferred that in the territories of the Huhas, the x 
uso of GE was discarded, í 1 x 

On the other hand, the Meitreka grents aro dated in GE, It ig, 
E clear that the authority of the Enes had not penetrated 
Seurastra at that time, . | ; = 

` (5) Yasodhemen + (4) In his time the Guptas end Himas hed dis- 
appeared, They are assigned n post, (il) Guptas were conte 
e eleim to the suzoreinty of/Indie at least up to AD, 510, Bh 
fought e battle at Hron in 510, most probably with the Hmas, 
dhernen must be subsequent to A.D, 510, He might have s 
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carcer earlier as a ruler of Dasapura, but he could not have estebli= | 
shed himself مه‎ en Imperial ruler before AD, 510, (111) Toramana 
captured Eran (Meleya) in A.D, 510, One year for Toramena end 15 years 


for Mihirakula + the hmas must heve, therefore, been in power in H, 


Indie up to A.D, 526, And tho suzereinty of Yasodherman must be after 


that date, whereas the date of Dronasinhe is AD, 502 
THEREFORE, 


(1) it would have been e Gupte ruler who performed the 'rajya- 
bhisoka! of Dronaginho in AD, 502, In ell Likelihood he was Veinye- 
gupta, because hig record beers the dete A.D, 507 ani tho date of his 
predecessor Budhegunta is AD, 495, 


Hence the Maitralas attained to power, not by rebellion, but by 


peaceful methods, They greduslly strengthened their euthority in 
Surestre, 


CIRCUMSTANCES UNDER porcu ee CAME 29 = ESTABLISHED: 


(1) In dua, E, Ins, Scendagupta is decoribod es heving fought with 
the Mlecchas, who vere corteinly Hmas es is indicated by his Bhiteri Š 
St, Pil, Ins, (2) Ho is furthor doseribed there as being very amous 
to select a Governor, competent to manage Suractra, anû prevent the 
possible repetition of a ١ foreign invasion, Like Setas, the invader 
must have come from Ras Sigten, through Bolan Pass fa Western India, | 
Sk,G, vas therefore talking precautionary measures by searching for à 
capablo officersfor civil eni military edministration, m Sa 

Pernedetta was appointed as the Governor of Surastra to look after 
the civil administration and we may conjecture that tha defence forces 3 
were under the charge of Senepati Bhatarkka, In iim course of time, 3 
Guptas, being pleagol with Bhatarkka, invested him with both civil 
end militery administration, These offices were hereditery in those 3 
days, By the time of the third generation (Dronasimha), Gupte Emperor | 
felt that these faithful officers should be consecrated formally, 

So by this wise step ha telet to win flete good vill, teostas Ei 
that time the position of the Guptas was weakening, Under these cine 
cumstances, the Meitrokes were made the tutelery rulers of Vel : 

The Meitrokns startet fest as generals (senspati), then | 
eni in course of tino they bocano foulatory rulers, 
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(51) 
GENEALOGY OF MAITRAKAS OF VALABHI 
—— ی هه‎ AE 
1.BHA TER EXA (Sena pal) 
1 — me eae - ; 
2. Dharasena I — 3. Dronngimhn v, Diruverena I 5, Dharepetta 
(Senapati) Mehereja) (Manacaja, Mehagementa) | ee 
i 
5, Subaçene. 
7 E II 
LEM aei 
8. Siloditya SERE 9, Kheregraha I 
I l 
| 15:9 48 [ 
+ Dheresena III 11, Dimuvagona II 
13, Devabbayta 2 ER < 12. PE IV 


14, Diruvassra TIT 35, Kosragraha II 


16. Sileditya LI 

17, Siladitya 111 
sind 

Sileditya IV 


19, 
Sileditye y 


20, Sileditya VI 


21, Sileditya VIT 
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ZUNAS 
IA re ara 


1, The first Huma invasion was repulsed by Skanlagupte, 
2, Indications of a second Huna invasion oro found in :- 


(a) "Nājnā Hunzdhip&nim kaitipatimukubsähyäsini yên previste" 
.(MSPI of Yagodhermen) 
Comparison of the extent of Yasodherman! و‎ empire with that of the 


` Hunas and the inclusion of the territories formerly held by the unas, | 
could only be possible if mos hed invedod India a second time و‎ Eee | 
trated end conquered at least the NW, part of India, 

(b) In Herse-conita, Bana seys s= "Atha kndecit raja Rejya=verdhano | 
Hunan hentun utterensthen proiinot! « This proves tho presence of the 
Hunas in NjW, Panjeb and Kashmir, cast of Indus, Utterspstha is the 
country beyond 'Prthuiske? (modern Pehows in Kernel Dist.) according 
te Rejasokhera., 

(c) From several other passezes in the Forço-carite, it can be 
gathered thet the country where Bana locates the Hnos, is to the east 
of Indus. 

(à) Witi-vakyemrta of Somadeve states that the Imag captured 
Citrakute, which may be either the modern Citraluta or modern Cittaura, 
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NATIONALITY OF TORAMANA AND HIHIRAKULA 
(2). Yo express statonont about the nationality of foremens ani Vitire- 
kule. is found either in their records or even in the Mandasor insc. of 
Yarodksıman, In Tagodbarmen!s insc. the limas are referred to as a 
"bygone power! of the past, while Mihirekuls is stated to have been ۱ 
the contemporary of Yasodheren, Thorefore, Miralo vas not a Huma, 4 
BUT و‎ we may take into consideration the fact thet although Mihirekula, — 
tho Hung ruler, ves a contemporery of Yasodharman, the Humes in aci 
heve been referred to in the past, because they were to longer powe 
rulers, Thoy were reduced te the position of Scnantas (Like the Ma 
and therefore they have been spoken as a bygone power, although a 
lala, a Hna king, wes ruling unler Yasodherman, T€ the Hamas wore 
be taken as belonging to the remote past, thon the 
the inscription vould have no forco, In thet caso, 15 would 
wach titer to azas the comp e Una r v 
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tay ee (53) É 
VH cherajedhirejo-sri-Torenene' in the Mendesor insc, 


applied to other kin Mu A ET | 
Bs of definitely foreign origin, o.g.5 سوق‎ : 
(c) The title 'Sahi! eni 'Jeubla! are ar by Torsmana, which E 
he vas neither a Porthian nor a Soke, Excepting the kings of 
Keniske-group, no Seke or Parthian ruler of India used the title of 
'Sehi!, And the title of 'Jeubla! ¡ 


that 


was never used by Keniska-group even, 1 
(à) The successors of the Imperial Kusana rulers in NW, Panjab i 
ond Kabul valley continued the title of 'Sahi', Toramene, after com. 
quering them, edopted the title ‘sani! from his predecessors, 

(e) Unlike Mihirekula, Toremans does not mention the name of his 
father, which is contrary to the Indian practice, Therefore, he may be 
talon as tho first ruler of his clan and who esteblighed himself in 


India, 
(£) The nemo of Toramana ig neither Songirit nor Prakrit, but is 


decidedly foreign, As it took timo for foreigners to adopt Indian 
nenos, thoy retained their originel names in the first generation, ۱ 
(g) Torenene! s identification with Kelki s/o Sisupala, as suggested - 
by an Indologist, camot be accepted, as there are several discrepan- 
cios in the theory., o,g., (i) Tho nemo of Kalkits son is Ajita, while — 
Toranana!s son was Mibirekula, There is no evidence to prove that Ajita I 
was the second nome of Mihiraladle, (11) According to Jaina accounts — 
Kalki ruled over Magedha, while 1t cannot be shown that Torensna ever 
ruled beyond NW, Indie and some parts of Central India, or hed any 
comection with Sisupala of the inscription, (111) The characters of 
the a belong to Kusana period, Therefore Sisupala belongs tp pre- 
Gupta period, (iv) fSigupeleh perthivanite=peleh' , Toremans was not | 
a Parthian, because ho was not Sisupela ; nor was ho a ksetriya, k 
ho was not en Indien, (v) 9 
(h) Some coins sseribed to Hepthelite kings bear the legend which = 


n IET, a YA aa 


4s a counterpart of 'Shahe-Jauvla! of the Kura insc, Tho use of this | 


title by Toremana shows that he was a Hune, 
Mie ere d setas, Parthians, 
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ence of Indien culture they los thoir barbaric character and became — 
thoroughly Indiani sa, During their rule donations were made to 
Buddhist monasterios and temples, 

---- 0000 تست 
ORIGIN OF THE HINAS‏ 


The Tunas were known to the Chinese writers fron C. 4th or 5th 
cent, B.C, A section of tho great Yui Chi tribe of N.W, China wag 
known as Hoa-tun, in Europe as Epthalites, to Persian and Arabic — 
as Haitul, From their original home in north of China, Mongolia, they 
como to Khotan eni spread over Oxus, One wave went to Burope end 
seized the Roman Empire under their leader Atilla, Another branch x 
attacked Persia, The warfare lesting for over a century, they defeated 
at last the Sassanian king Feroz in 484 A.D, Heamihile they came to 
India through the Polen Pass and attacked Surastra, as can be inferred 
from the Jun, R, Insc, of Sk,G, ani his Bhiteri Pil, Insc, In this war 
the Tunes were defeated and they retired from the Indian border, But 


; 
| 


their success over Peroz in 484, placed them in a very advantageous 
position end they attacked India for the second time, They consolidated ` 
their position, changed their line of advance === Kabul, NWFP, and —— 
Panjeb, They did not advance towards the Ganga= s but went to cI. 
region of Éren (Malava). As Toramana is described without any prede- 
cessor, ho may be taken as the first ruler, In Eran, Bulhagupta was the ` 
ruler according to his Eran Insc, of 484, His rule continued up to 495, 
After 16 years, in 510, we hear of a battle fought at Eran in which 
"the Gupta officer was killed, This wer mst heve been between the 
Guptas ani the Hmas, This would indicate that the Runas had conquered | 
Panjab, etc.) somo years earlier, Š 
RECORDS s (1) "Toremena!s record : Eran Boar Insc, of Regnal Year 1, 
ae (44) Mihirakula' s recárd : Gwalior Insc, Regnal Yeer 15, 
Just as Attila in Europe, so in India Mthirakula is attributed s$ 
with eruelties in the Buddhist circle, Yuan Clueng narrates the 3 
aruelties and calls him a blood-thirgty tyrant and persecutor of: 


Buidhists. 
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RECORDS و‎ ibd 


T "— stone Slab TT of Yagodhermen alias Visnu- 
verdhena, ME 589 (A.D, 532), 


2. Mandasor Stone Piller Inscription of Tella, meti 

FROBLEM OF IDENTITY ı In Mand, St, SL, Insc, the name Yagodherman is eiiis 
tioned first and efter it comes Visnuvardhena, According to the general 

epigraphic practice, the name 6% the Inporiel ruler ig mentioned first 
and thet of his feudatory after it, But here the person bearing the 
first neme is described simply as 'janendra', while the next person is 
styled as 'rajadhiraja-parene vera! , On the othor hand, the Pillar Ens, 
styles Yasodhemen as 'sanrat' , Consequently, there cen be two views ۶ 
(a) Yasodharmen is a suzerain ruler, end Visnuvardhana a fewlatory, or 
(b) vice versa, : 

BASAK! ع‎ VIEW ; At tho time of the Slab Inse. YD was a feudatory, He 
attained suzerain position later on when he had conquered many regions. 
Hence he is styled es 'samrat! in the Piller Inscription, 

As YD fought many shecessful. wars on behalf of his suzerain V,V., 
he is given the first place in the record (i.e, Slab Insc.), 

BASAK! s VIEW REFUTED + YD might have fought several successful battles 
for his suzerein, the priority of his name cannot be justified on that 
account, It is contrary to the usual practice, Moreover, there is no 
place for V,V, in political India in the later part of the 5th cent, or 
the first part of the Gth, because in the latter part of the 5th Buihe- 
gupta was ruling there (Eran Pil, Ins.) from 484 to 510, Bhanugupta 
ruled over Malava in 510 (Eran St, Pil, Ins,), After that Toremana 
appears to bo the master of that region, ani thon Mihirakula succeeded 
him, YD then defeated Mihirekula, So there is en uninterrupted succe- 
ssion of these rulers in Melava : BG 484 = BhG 510 = Tor. c, 512 = 
Mink, c, 528 = YD 582, 


- 


Therefore the view of Basak that YD of the Slab Ins, was a fewa- | 


tory of V.V., the suzerain ruler, is not tenable, 
ALLAN! و‎ VIEW : 1D vas the copete onlen aml Voy, Mo Sota, ° 
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(56) 
ão 
ALLAN! s VIEW REFUTED REFUTED : Tho title 'rojodhiraja-parane svera' given to VV. 


contradicts this supposition, 


CONCLUSION : None of them is a fewlatory of the other, but both the nenes | 
belong to the feno Person, i.e, YD € V.V, are identical, This view gets 3 
confirmation/£ron the expression : "Sri-Visnuverddhana-neredhipatih ga 4 
eva," 'sa eva! refers to the preceding verse, or even to the preceding 


mame Yi. (b) The M S. Pt1. Ino, describes the esemption of the title 


'sarrat! by YD in the same manner as that of 'rajedhiraja-parsmegvera! | 


by V.V, in the Slab Ingo, So sarat YD of Piller Ins., janendra YD ani 
rajedhiraja V.V, of Slab Insc, ero one and the seme person, 
(c) Moreover, the territories ruled by YD described in the Piller Ins, 
ere the seme as those of V.V, described in the Slab Insc, : Himalaya (N) | 
Vindhya Mountain (S) -- Western ocean (W) == Brahmaputra (E), | | 
(à) Abhayadatta ds mentioned in the Slab Ingo, as a foulatory of YD-V.V, 1 
We, therefore, need not make either of YD and V.V. as a feudatory, The | 
only conclusion is that they are identical, 
wae 000 --- 
PERSONAL HISTORY OF YASODHARMAN 
line or 
LINEAGE + Some hold him to be the founder of the family. " "frekiymta ai 
_kara=lanchena atma-vamso yenoditoditespeden gemito gariyeh" (iss... 
Misinterpreting the expression 'atms-vemsah' و‎ they conclude that the 
dynasty began with him, But the real meaning is 'By whom his om femily 
was rel god to higher and. higher position,! NU 
YD is described hore as having 'Aulikera! (the Sun or Moon) as his 
Coat of Arms, The word 'Aulikere-lenchane! is applied also to king Nare- 
varman in the line of the kings of Dasapura, The lineage of the Dasapura 2 
can be constructed from thoir inscriptions :- 
1, Jaye-vermon 
2. (son) Simhaverman | Mand, Stone Inge, of NV, A B. 404. 
5, (son) Nare-varmen | ۱ LES 
4. (son) Vigva=verman ) )Gangihar Stone Ingo, of V.V,, 425 AD, — 
. > 5. (son) Bandhu=verman ) Meni, St, Inse, of Benihuverman, 456 
6. | Yasodhamen (TVs Merlasor St, Sab Ingo, of 


wo are Qonerelly seller Veneno of Dern, 


ارس 
(Manda gor Stone Inge, of BY eni KG I, A.D, 456); "Kumeregupte prthivin - :‏ 
prasasati oo oe bebra. Copien nrpo-Visroverme,! (verse 24). But 3 |‏ 
after them, YD bocemo the sovereign ruler, with the decline of tho | |‏ 
Gupte Empire, Hunas occupied Malava, defeating the Guptas, Yagodharmen‏ 
repulæd tho Imas and became the euserain miler of Malava, In this‏ 
task of expending his empire, ho appears to heve come in clash with‏ 
Guptas ale,‏ 
ACHIEVEMENTS s His achievements ere enmereted in hig Mendagor Inse,,‏ 
AD, 532 : "Praco nepon cubrhoteg ca bahun uiiceh, . Sema yudha ca‏ 
Bto! (v. 7) == subdued mony great kings of‏ و vasz=-gan previdhaya yena‏ 
east and north, through sietosmenship and valour, ete, He defeated‏ 
Mihirelule also, who paid homage to the feet of YD : "Mikirakule-nrpenz-‏ 
reita-pada=yugman" (M, Pil, Ing,). YD conquered countries whieh even ۱‏ 
the Guptas and the leas could not ever conqueri "Ye biukte te‏ 
no solala=ye sulha-lwenti-deste=pratapaih, Hajna Hunadhipanem kgiti-‏ 
pati-miutadhyacini yon prevista," (v, 4, Pil, Ins.),‏ 
ADMINISTRATION 3 Melaya end western India were pleced under the Covernor-‏ 


ship of Diprmedoso, emi after him, under Daksa (Mirdosa) (M, Sieb Ins,), 


DATE و‎ Hestivarman of Perivrajeke fomily in his Majhagewem Plate, GE 191 
— ME 810), end Semksobha, his son in his Khoh Cop,-pl, GE 209 (A.D .528) n 
recognigs Gupta overlordship + "Gupte=nrpa-rejye—binicteu" , m's 5 date in 
M, St, SL, Insc, is A.D, 552, D's statement of victories Ned 
or his victories are posterior to A.D, 528, But his statement ig neither 
boesbful nor due to poetical exaggeration, it is a historical statement 
pote specific names of territories conquered, Therefore, his victories š 
must have been posterior to A.D, 528, 1,0., betwoen 528 (Samksobha's 
last dete) and 532 (D's om statement in his inscription), 
VIKRAMADITYA ı Becouss of his victory over the Hunss, sone scholers hold — 
him ag the legeniery Vikremaditya, but this title was alreedy used by - 
several Gupta kings, No coin of YD bearing this title has been found, E 
DECLINE + With Ya the line comes to an oni, Tho AS have been — 
the causo of his femily's eni, ! 
EXTENT و‎ From Himalaya in tho north to Mohendragiri in the south, end 
ee Bralmeputra river in the east to the western ocean in the w 
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STORICAL IMPORTANCE OF APHASAD INSCRIPTION OF ADITYASENA 


This inscription reveals 


- 


to us a lino of kings believed to be an 


offshoot of the Imperial Guptes, ani now called Later Guptas of Magadha — 
by historians and archeeologi sta. 


Adityasens, whose inscription it is, probably ruled in Megedha or 
some country near it, as this insc, along with others was found there, 
Tha genealogy given in it ig as follows : 1, Kreneguptea, 2. Harsagupta, 
5. Jivitagupte I, 4, Komere gogia 0 fought with Igenaverman, probably 
5, Denodsragunta (who also fought with the Maukharig), 6, Vahasenagupta 
(who fought with Susthit evermen), 7, Madhavagupte (who had probably some 
relation with Harsa of Kenauj ۶ "Sri-Harsaleva-ni ja~-semgema-vancheyatra" , 
8, Adityasena (the inseriber, and hig queen). 

But unfortunately, the inecription is silent about the territorial 
limits of the kingdom of these rulers, Besides the history of Adityasena, 
a few important deductions can be dram from the information contained 
in it, 

WAR WITH THE MAURUARIS : Bingtay, there à cens to have been a prolonged me 
intermittent warfare botueen the Later Guptas end the Maukharis of 
Kennsuj who probably were thus engaged in contest for supremacy in N, 
India, end, it appears thet the Meukheris were able to hold their om, 

HUNAS & MAUKHARIS : Seconily, there is an allusion to the seuffle between 
the Einas in the Penjab end Meukheris, Bore also the Maukharis kept the 
limas at 2 respectable distance from Aryaverta proper, In this task they 


| 


were probably helped by the Mouse of Thane ger, 


TARSA OF KANNAUJ & MADEAVAGUPIA 5 Thirdly, i5 shows that the Th king 
of the Later Gupta line, Hodhavagupte, father of Adibyasena, was on friendly 
terns with Harga, Tt is suggested thet Guptas originslly-belonged to Mim, | 
ani it wag Harsa who sppoited Madhsvagupta as the Governor of Magedha, After | 
the death of Harsa, Adityasena leid the foyniatiion of Gupta Empire there, 3 
SUSTHITAVARMAN + Another important point in tho inso, is the identifica 


va 
| 
| 


ling of Kemprupe) others. say that ho was a Maukheri, a half b rote 
younger brother of Servavernan, But the letter rotin sl ain je 


NEAR‏ وب هد ده و وی رتخا وه هت 
n.‏ < < 


which shows that he wes rospongible for the indeperdence of his family. 


ie err دم > كم‎ 7 
treatment at £^, hands of the Guptas : É ; 


HISTORY OF ADITYASEA (A.D, G72) 
— et 


W 
"9 have 4 inscriptions of Adityasena, one from Shehpur (Patna 
D 

ist,), dated 66 Harga Era (A.D, 672-73); the other from Aphased, 


“ho present ones; eni thirdly, his nene is mentioned im the Deo Bare 
nasri Ingo. of hig grandson Jivitegunta II, 

ASityesona appears to have been a Prince of remerkeble vigour and 
ability, who found his opportunity in the commotion which followed the 
break of larga!g E Empire, 


In the Mandra Hill (Bhagalpur Dist., Biber) Ingo, عاص عط‎ ig E 
me e . His father was only a Semanta, 


Ths position thus acquired by A=gona continued intact through the 
reigns of his son Devagapte, grexison Visnugupta, and great-grandson 
Jivitagurte II, 

Adityesena ves a sicunch Yalmavite, end both he and his queen 
Konsdevi buils many a work of cherity, e.g., temoles, tenis, etc, 

Now the question is what really was the extent of his Empire, Of 
the inses, that have come down to us, none gives m indication of 
his territorial limits, But there is a record at Deoghar on a pier in. 

the porch of Veidyanzthe templo (Senthal Parganas, Bengal) in the heart 

of his territory, which states that ho was the ruler of e comparatively 
extensive empire and that his authority extended as far as Colapura, 
He is said to have brought vast amount of wealth from the Capital of 
Cola eni with it celebrated the rå Asvemedha, Ha is further seid to 
heve constructed a temple of Vis, But the document appears to be a 
lete copy in Maithili characters of i5th cent, Moreover, it is not 
found in the place mentioned in it,but from a Seiva temple, However, 


it appears to be a gemuine copy. The change of the name of the queen 
from Konsdevi to Kossievi is a clerical mistake, We may, therefore, 
say that he subdued the Cole poor, though his influence might not 
have remained permanent, The gunarel. ا ا‎ HE BE E 
appear to be quite possible, for his records shor him to be ful 


EU ١ y 
a سوا‎ RARA a et 


king (c£. Fleet, Pe 212, fn, 6). 
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(60) 
and tha 

Strrowiing tervitortos, His power was ando enough for him 
to put forvard a Claim to imperial authority without being seriously 
qus sticned , 


AISIORY OF THE LATER GUPTAS OF MAGADHA KNOWN FROM RECORDS 
RECORDS : 1, Stone Inseription from Aphasad (Bihar), of Adityasena, 
2. Inscription from Shahpur (Patna Dist .); Bihar, 

5, Inscription from Mender H11, Bhegslpur Digt., Bihar, 


4, Inscription from Deo Bernark, Shshahsã Dist., Bihar, of 
Jivitegupte, 


CONIENTS : 1,The Aphsed Insc, records the building of a Vignu temple by AS, 


. Shahpur (Fleet No, 45) records: some grant and the instellation of 
en image in the voign of Adityssna, 


9. Hamler E313 Insc, records the digging of a tank by the queen Konadevi, 

£, Deo Berrerk Insc, (Fleet No, 46) gives the continustion of the gene- 
alopy of the Guptas of Negedha for three more generations, including 

the nz eme of Devagupta, which gives the clue to tho date of the Vekataka 


Maherajas, It also records the nemes of certain previous kings who 
hed confirmed the grent, 


The deatails of the geneology as furnished by the Inscs ate :- 


1. Krenagupta — ) ۱ 

2. Harsesupte ) llo specific statement of their achievements, ` 
3, Jivitegupta ) Gase | 

4, Kunsragupta ) Clash with Maukhari king Isansvarmen, |. 

5. Demndaragupta ) Clash with Maukhsri ling Isanaverman (7) or 

G, Mahagenaguota ) Defeated Susthitavarmen. . 9 

7, Medhavegunta ) Association with king Harsa of Kannauj, 

8, Adityasena, ) 


WHY CALLED GUPIAS 7 AS ell the rulers have their names ending in -Gupta — 
they have been classed as "Later Guptas!, although they have no direct | 
comection with the Imperial Guptas, And as all their inscriptions 
have been found in Bihar, they have beon called the ‘Later Guptas of 
Magadha! . | 

DID THEY BELONG TO MALAYA ? (1) A wrong study of the Aphsed Insc, gave — 
the Impression that these Guptes belonged to Malava. 


(2) Bana in his Hersacerita says t “after the death of Prabha care 
voräähena (f/o Rajye~ unà Harss-verddhana) of يدم ا ساق‎ the k 
of Gauda snl the king of Haleva-attackei Kemeuj, the $ 

Neukhorie, 123368 Grahevarman, son-in-law of Prebhe 
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ES E x Sthewisvere, Rejyeverdiheno reached Kenneuj for hig © 


Adora! help, but ves Killed deceitfully, At thet Herpaverddhenn Hagte | 

nod eran Bihnuriorana to punish the canine, tub the latter fiat ary, This 

shove the enbnity betueon tho Veuichori g of Kermeuj enî tho rulers of Melava end 1 
Cera, Bena nontions only tho surnomo Cupte of the ruler of Veleva 3 
“Cupta-nema Meleve-=rejoh", Uo nej, therefore, infor thet the ruler of 
“eleva was a Gupta king, Accomling to the etetononte contedned in tho 
Hedhuyana, end Bensthero Inses, of Harsa's tino, Rajyeverddhena defeated 
Devagupta, This shows thet the none of the Gupte Ling was Devegupte. 
Tho exmity between tho Houses of [91272 eni Kenncuj is evident also 
from tho expression "Moleve-lekeni~lete~paragu" which Pera ugeg for 
Feobhekeraverddhene, Bana also stetes thet Kımeragusta end Medheve- 
gupta, the tuo sons of the king of Maleva, were sont to the Court at 
Sthonvisvera, where they were assigned the duties of veiting upon the 
Princes Rajyeverddhena and fargevorddhene, We also imow fron Aphsed 
inge, thet Hodhevogunta vas e friend of Horsoverddbena + "Srisiargo= 
- dova»nl jo=somgama=yoncehoya cos" Thus both these statements confirm 
the association of tho Meleve king Madhavegupte with king و‎ 
From this tho evident conclusion is thet the Later Guptas were the 
rulers of Heleva, Dut the Leter Cuptes of Aphsed Insc, did not belong 
to Melava, beceuso 1 (a) Mehagone, tho Gth ruler of this line, is 
described in the Aphsed Insc, as bering defected Sasthitovarmen 
(probably of Assan) and making his fuo to bo sung on the banks of 
Leuhitya (Brehneputre), "Srinci-Costhitevoreme=yuidhe=vijayo no. 
yosgeäyepi ..... Lethityegyes tetom seso sphiten yam giyate," 

If Modhevegupte belonged to Maleve, he could not have attached : 
cuathiteverman without conquering Megedhe firat, If ho or his medee | 
cessor hed conquered ogedhe, the grect achievenont must have found 
mention in the Aphsod Inscription, 

(b) 12 'Gupto-neno! Yeqevoroja of Harsecerite, uboso nam hes been - 
er as Devagupte by Horse's Medmvane end Bensihera plates, ves 
one of the Later Guptes of Aphsed Tese., then his nemo Devegupta — 
vould have occured in tho Aphsed insc, But there is no such neme in 


cont to Sthonvicvara, After tho death of hig fothor Devegupte ascended | 
She throne end allying hinmlf with the ruler of Goule defeated end 
“Led Grobevernen, Dovogupto, in hie turn, wes killed by Herse a 
Generel Dhondi, oni Harsa instelled his compenion Vedhevagupte (bro- 
thor of Devagupta) of thet Line on tho throno, Therefore Devagupte, 
not being in direct secession, was not mentioned in the Apheed insc, 

(e) The association end frienily relations of Medhavagupte with 
Naren, referred to in the &phoed Insc., would seem strange, if we take 
hin as bolonging to Mollave, Hersa would not havo made friondly alli- 
once with e person whose brother wag responsible for the death of 
his bwothoreineleu ond widowhood of his sister. 

(a) While thoro ig total locit of archeological evidence in support 
of the Later guptes as belonging to Meleva, the epigraphic evidences 
on the other heri, placos them towards the east, ceges (1) AL 
insoriptions of the later Guptas have boon found from Bihar, (44) In 
on ingoriptiod fron Denoderpur (East Bengel), 545 A.D,, the King's 
nemo ig damaged, but we can reed "Ku! in tho beginning eni the ending 
'cupto! is clearly legible, So we mey restore it to ameragunta! of 
the Leter Gupta Line, Henco the Later Cuptes should be placed in East 
Bengei, ۱ x 1 Y 
From what has been seid above, it becomes evident that beyond the 
sinilerity of names, there is no link between tho tuo femilies mon- 
iionoi in the Áphsad end Bensihera inscriptions, Therefore, the Line 
of tho Later Guptas given in the Áphsed Insc, definitely belonged to 
Megedha, Se 


A REF SURVEY OF THE HISTORY OF THE LATER GUPTAS OF MAGADEA 
2: * ) Io spoclfie statement about their rule or echlevenents. 
s: ` Jivitegupta) 

4, Eumaragupte = => fought with tho Meukhari king Isonsvernan, who vas 
on embitious king end wanted to exteni his territories, åt first 
ee 
————P €! = 
mentioned in the Aphsed Insoription, 


5. Delegada — Attar tho Gota of My tho Ma Hing l 


ka 44 


varman, or 4 ty and became the 
» Or his gon Servevermen, took the opportunity 
master of + 


the Gange-volley after driving away the Later Guptas to 
further East. Demoderegupta was rressed very hard in the battle, so 
much so that he fainted in the battle-field on account of his wounds, 
6. Mehasonagupta -~ Later Guptas, firing the wost blocked by the | 


Menithari وه‎ made their way to the east, ani there mode compensethon for 
their losses 


s in علد‎ west, Hahasenagupte conquered Srimat-Susthite- 
vernon, king of Beco, who belonged to the family of Bhaskeravernan, 
The fame of Meñiasenagupta vas sung on the banks of leuhitya, 

7, Medheyeguota -~ During the reign of Vedhevagupta, the Later Guptas 
end the Varddhenes appear to be living in peace. There is a clear 
mention of Madhevemme's association with Harsa in Aphsed insc, It ig 
most likely, therefore و‎ that the murderer of Grahavarmen belonged to 
a different Line, It is impossible to think of Harsa's friendliness 
with a family that was responsible for the widowhood of his sister, 
Medheva was a brave king 3 "Ajau maya vinibate balino dvisantah" , 


8. Aditvesena --- Also known from his Shahpur Image Insc, HE 66(Epoch 

- 606 AD., hence 672 A,D,), This was exactly the period when there 
was chaos in the country, end there was.no strong Central power. Harsa 
hed died in A.D, 648, and his empire vas broken after his death, 


2 


The absence of any rivel made the field clear for Adityasena, ani 
he became the master of Ganga=yolley, He bore the title "parama- 
bhattareke-maherajedhiraja!. and. restored the glory of his House, 3 

From a later.copy of his inscription from the temple of Vaidyanatha | 

` in Bibar, he is said to have led an expedition te Cola country in the 


gouth,. and by tha wealth brought as booty from there, he performed the 
horse sacrifice, As Aphsed insc. does not mention this exploit, much 
reliance may not be placed on this copy which was mide very late in 
the 25th cent, in Maithil characters, Fleet regards it as belonging to 
a period not eerlier then the 16th cont, (Cor In, In, pp, 212-214) Mn, 
Adityasena and his queen erected a religious shrine and made several 
donations, His title ‘parana-bhattarske-maherajedhiraja’ speaks of 
him es en imperiel monarch end his euthority extended over considerable | 
arca. He is probably identicel with "Sun Army! (Adityasena) of a 
Chinese insc, His name wes thus famous abroad end he had friendly 
relations at least with China, 
ta == a Adityasena, Nothing remarkeble 


pp son of Devegapto,. inom fron Deo Darnark inge, : 
his son Jivitagupta, No other metal information, > 


۱ 


9, 


۱ a de ld >. 


authority ove: thearea 
gupta succeeded Vi 
hara donated by + 
Guptas, 


taken away from them ‘bythe Maukharis. Jivite-‏ ع 
snugupte, made a grant of Deva-Varınarke, the Agra-‏ 
he Meukhoris end now under the guey of the Leter‏ 

Ho is the last monerch of this line, 


Assigning 20 years each to tuo generations after Adityasena, the 
family comes to an end in 672 +29 + 40 = 722 AD, وى عمد‎ in the 


first half of the sth cent, A.D, 


Vekpatiraja wrote 'Cawla-vehe’, an expedition of Yasovarman against | 
the king of Magadha end Bengal, We are tempted to regard him es the 
king cf Bikar and Bengal, identical with Jivitaguote II, who met the 
defeat at the hands of Yasovarnan, It is only circumstantial evidence 


end cannot be regardod as a fact, I5 is quite likely that Gauls Magadha- 
natha was someone else than Jivitagupte II, 


From 1 to 8 tha names occur in Ar 
5, Damoderagupte Adityasena, 


10, Trece | Inge, of Jivitegupta I, 


Ea 
11, Jivitagupta II 
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The linooge of tho تفا‎ ei; fron their inscriptions, - 
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[s ° 494 ADe ) 


(Vahan kuma Cm SIA ر یف‎ 
Hevoh Inge, 


AD, 554 Ir5RÓNARMAN um (ido Hoo. 42 و‎ 50). 
(icharaja, e, 554 AD.) === Jeunpur Ing, Ho, = 
| 
Iónzyornon 
(Moherojedhiraja, 554 ADe) === Hereh Ingo, of SY, 
1 A 
| is 
! 72 
mon  Serveyarman 
(did not rule) (Meharajadhiraja, 
Poremne=nohosvere) | <<= Asirgarh Seal Ho, 47, 


Ksotravernen (?) == mentioned by Bana, 


— apa gta, — — LRP PRO qr 07 27 «E 


( Aventiv eh 

( (Ferenesvare) === (Vide Ho, 46) mentioned by 
Nelonde Clay soez | Bena es father of Grehe-ver,' e 

Grehevernon 

( (e, 600-605 A.D.) 


MAUKHARIS (GAYA BRANCH) 
ax: wa ZOA I II TERE RE SCI IT حأ‎ 
Yejanvermen (ma) 
3 
' 
ی مه‎ > 


Anentávermen ==- (Vide log. 43, 49, 50). 
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(ey 
I^ ; THE MAUXHARIS 
ncn ةا‎ 
ATE O 13 ? mum ۱ 
MIPIQUITT OF "tm ENTLY hovo vore several dymisties ukich bore the 
nemo of Venkkheris, 


Cley Scaling, discovered by Conerel Cuminghen, beers the 
ukhelinen! in Protest; written in earlier Drcimi script, which 
corrios the femily back to ema cont, B.C. 


ke á pus pitlers (yupas) belonging to قتع‎ cont, AD. bearing 
تساه‎ inseriptionc, prove their existenoo la the Pra cont, AD, 3 


: ron Insc, و علاط‎ evo connected with the Penicb em the 
~Setemonts of tho mux!voi sons of Asvopotá s "Yeah guocegotem lobho 
iva ERS tei=pramitch ft 


^ see 


i, Ge: ve 
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+, According to Bene, Vovihorig vore keotriyas. 


“ho fenily neme may hevo been derived fron Mukhere, who may have 
been their ancestor, Thoir history in tho 214 cont, B,C, is not mown, i 
the fivsi reference as 'Sonepatig' occurs in the gocrificêcl 'yupas! 
of 2nd cant, AD, Most probebly thoy hold Amorteant posts in adminis- 
tration cal voro not the rulers, because neither titles like 'Meheraja} | 
elc,, nor reference io emy territory ig Som in the Hersh inge, 
the firgt higtorlesl monarch vag Nerivernan, 
CIRCUMSTANCES s After Dulheguito (478-496 ADe); Gupta Empire wes on 
se sor d dounfoll ot the closo of the 5th cont, A.D. The first three 
ea: of the Veulhori Gynegly are styled only as 'Mehevaja', which 
shows thet mogt probably they hei become tho feulatories of the Guptas, 
Té wag the 4th ruler, Isonevermen, who hed become 'Meherajedhiraja’ in 
AD, 554, Meukheris hed to fight very herd to achieve thet dignity end 


style, ومع‎ 'Veherejedhiraje!. 


PERSONAL EISTOR 1, Zerivamen + Ho was only و‎ 'Meheraja', 


Adibyeveren 5 Son exi successor of Uerivermen, only e 'Maha» 
Ee without ony echicvenents, Ho ruled over the ancestral 
teingloyllis rolotions with the Leter Guptas were cordial, He 
norvied Harsagupta, the deughter of Erensgupta, who was his 
chief queen, | 

5. Igyorcverren + Son enl successor of Adityevermen, only a !Mehe- 
zojo!, an inso, fron Sampur (Ho, 51) speaks of cortein victor- 
des over (1) Yindigu mountoin, (11) region of Dhera, end (334) ° 
Jord of Ampa, Pub tho Icounee folluing Line 5 exe go extensive 
thet 1% is Impossible to soy whother tio historicel 3 : 
po 2 Isverovarnan, or to one o£ hio de 


over, hie title of Michavoje! too indicetos e wubordin 
4, Igonevemen + lo Qoto io Imom fron "veh laco, as 
To bee o 'ieherajedhiraje' after a severe str 
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Kora | | : 
má a ik E vas defented, but afterverde he was 
toons t per cuicióo ci Prayagn, After his doeth, Meukherig 
628 choro s "isti G : "i a era 
a 7 upien ermita, 
— the Guptas hod rotirod to Past Bongol, they vere hotly pure 
O veran, Denodevogunta, son of Rü, was pressed very herd 


E a debtlo, so much مه‎ thot ke feintol fron Me wounds in the bettle= | 
field, 1 


1 
Victories ovey 
inse, (Ho 


Vindbye, Dhara ond Anthea, mentioned in the Jemy 
e 51) are, in تنه‎ probability, to be attributed to hin, This | 
lo corroborated by roforences in othop sowess in which Mulikas, the 
people of Vindiye region, are seid to bo conquered by hin, 


5. Suryevermen $ Ho is rontloned as tho son of Igenevermen in 

inso, but in other roconis Servvevernon is sold to be the son 
en cuccossor of Ipensvermen, Fron this tuo conclusions can be dream 
viz., either Suryevormen wes not the elder con, or 1f he vas the elder,  — 
ho must hoyo died during hig fethor!s time, eni Servevermen succeeded., 


Hore. 


ا < 


9, Servvovermen : . Son of Ignevornan, ho une styled as 'Mehereje- ` 
dhivoja!, indicating his inporiel gtetus Ha copper Seal. ves fount et 
Agivporh, but thet deep not provo that hip territory extended up to 
thet place, Ib was foul mong certain other domments belonging to 
Vohrrejo Sinihic, Deo Bernerk ingo, (Ho, 40) of Jivitegupte II rentions 
tis nomo, It is difficult to say uhotbor tho Meukherd ruler ageing’ 
whon Demoderagupte fought was Sorvayerman or bis fathor Isenävermen, 


7, Ksatrovermon : Pana makes mention of enother Meutheri Icing, 
Esctrevermen, who vas killed by bis berd, Ketre suggested thet Keutre- 
varmn belonged! to this femily, om) may be placed between Servevarmen 
end Ayontivermon, Dub the suggestion is not acceptable, because 3 

(1) Mere mention of Kectravormen as Mukhi by Bona, does not prove 
thot ho belonged to thle Lino, as there were several other branches of 
this family, (14) Bone specks highly of tho leutherig of Komenj end 
montions Aventivarman ln complinentery terms, while he calls Keatre- 
vermon e fool, It is unboliovablo that Bene should call the fother of 
Aventivermon, for whom ho shows regard, a fool, (111) Moreover, Kostre- 
vornen ig seid to heve dled eg a result of e muccassful plot of his 
enemies, Hed he belonged to this branch of the fomily, the line would x 
heve cono to en end, But wo fini Aventivermen sontiming to rule in tho | 
fenily, (Av) There ero only 50 years botuoon Isongvarmen (A;D, 554) end = 
enl Crahovermon (AD, 604) for 4 rulers, 1,0, Ioane (654-560), Serva | 
(500-500), Avanti. (520-600), Graha (600-605), Honco there ig a resl — 
as£ficulty in escigning eny tino to his rule, (v) Nalenia Clay Sool | 
prosonts Avontivernen as son eni inmodiste succossor of Serveverman, 

In view of tho above, no place con bo given to Keotravarman 
Mouheri gemoelogy, T€ ho did belong to tho fenily, the most 
about hin la thet ho might heve como to grief as a null 


39 5 — Igonovornen!g dete is imown from Harsh inge, as 554 AD, Heri- 


ER 
Ho weg tho son eni successor of Sarvevarmen, 
'„ lo fought with the limas sido 
“borcger, Tide gevo loei to the view 
8 tho patron of the post Virekhelatte, tho author of Muire-re, 
9, Grahovermen s Tho gon ent successor of Avantivarmen, he was 
the Jest Jeukheri monarch, Ho 35 mentioned by Pena, oni in Melania Clay | 
Seal. Ho married Rajyesel, tho deughter of Trobhokereverddhem of 1 
“bemger, Tt appoere thet tho Lator Guptan did not forget their blood — 
foul with the Meutdhoris, After tho death of Ayantivernen (Meukher of 
Hemen}) cmi Probhalevevendohena (Theneger), tho Later Guptas of Genie, 
eni exl Molave. joinei honis, onl nede a surpeiso attack on Kermenj, They 
seized Kennouj, cepturod am! هم تج‎ Grehsvarmen, ond mede Rajyasri a 
captive, Rejyeverdhene cono fron Thenesar to help, but vas لخ‎ 
Cocoltfully, Thon Hares marched touords Ucmmeuj ageinst the Cuptas of 
aleve onl Gewlas who flol cusy before hin, Nhendi, Herea’s و‎ 
finished the Meleve vuler, Thug the Meukheri houso cene to an eni on 
cocount of the murder of Grehevomen, King Deren trensferrod hig capitel 
fvon Sthenvisvere. to Konyekubje, onl became the master of Genga=valley 
(A.D. 605). 


8, Aventivarmen 4 
Bena euloglees hin ag?! 


by side uith the Veridhonas of 
that ho ya 


0 
2 


yaran, the orininator.of the family, ves in the third generation before 
him, Agsipning 20 yeers to each ue got 554 = CO = 494 AD, as tho 
foriod of commencement of Heriverman's rulo, | 

orga cone to the timeno ab Konyalubja in 606 A,D,, So Grshavermn ——— 
might heyo died in A,D, 604, which gives tho date of the end of the 
Meukher2 House, 


CAPITAL ¿ According to Dona, Kongeimbja was the capital of Avanti-verman 


cni Grehovernen, We Imow nothing about the Cepitel of the earlier 
Meuhesig, Their inecriptions are found scattered over a vast torri- 
tory of Uttera=pradess, Shehebod Distt, of Western Magecha, 


etm 79 
MAUKHARIS (GAYA BRANCH) 


SOURCE | 
EL! Inscription, from Berabar Hill Cave ond Nagerjuni Hill Ceve 
Nos. 48, 49, 50, 


The king (nepa) Yajnevarmen, his son, the king Sardula(-varmen), 
end his son Anantevermen, 


No relation is mentioned with the Meukherig of Farah branch, No 
title of Meharajedhiraje and no detailed history either on epi- 


graphs or in literature, Originally they were officers under the 


Guptas, With the decline of the Guptas, they became feuletorios, 


| €, Serdula(-varmen) : Ho is described as 'Semante-culameni!, 1,049 
| Chief of the Feulatory Rulers, because of his exceptional 
valour end military strength, He was a terror to his foes 
('Kelah settru-mahibhujem), but charmed the thoughts of lovely 
| women. (kanta-citta-harah) on account of his Cupid-like beauty 
| (Snara-pratisemah), No, 48, 
Ls, Yajnaverman + He is described as famous by the performance of 
copious sacrifices, Though he was the foremost of all kings | 
(rajakasyagranih), yet he did not nake any effort to establish J 


an empire, He remained calm and unperturbed like an ocean 
(prekrtistha eva vinayed. eksobhya~sattvedadhih) . No, 50 

3, Anantevermen : He installed several images of deities in the 
caves of Baraber Hill, made the grant of a village to the 
Durga temple, installed the image of Biutapati (Siva) and 
Devi (Parvati) of the kind called Ardha-nirisvara in a rock- 
cut chamber (guha). 

A11 tho three kings sro sald to have performed Vedic rites. 
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LLAATAKAS OF VIDARBHA (Berar) 


Vakataka 
S are not mentioned in literature, nor in the pais os 
of the Puranas, 


En L. 


SOURCE ¢ 


The only source of their nome and history is their 


inscripti 
ons on stone and copper-pletes discovered from Berar (C.P.). 
ORIG 
¡IN OF THE NAME ¢ The name Vakataka is corteinly derived from the name 


of i 
e place, like the names Kenceyaka, Mahakenterake, etc, The founder 
+ ` 
of the family must have been a person who hailed from or wes connected 
with some place called 'Vekata!, 'Vakata', 'Begat! or 'Begeta!, 


THEORIES ABOUT THE PIACE : (a) pp, Jayasval : identified it with a vill- 


age 'Bagata! in Orccha State near Jhansi (C,I,), the link between this 
village and the dynasty being the !Gotra! Vismuvrddha of the Brehmenas 
inhabiting it, which was the seme as that of the Vakatakas, He tried to 
support this view from some coin seid to heve been found at Kosan, near 
Allahabad and supposed to be issued by Prevarasena I, But no coins were 
issued by the Vekatakes at all, 


(b) Dr, Alteker : An inscription from Amravati in Andhra makes 


mention of a Vakateka pilgrin, Hence Vekatekas must also be people of 
the south, This view is supported by the fact thet Vakateka inscriptions 
ero found to the south of Narmada, No document has been found in the 
north, They themselves speak of their southern character, Tims epigra- é 
phic evidence is more reliable, Mere community of Cátra of the Bralmanas 
inhabiting the Bagata village is not conclusive evidence, 

BELONGED TO THE SOUTH : There is no valid argument to support the theory 
that the Vakatakas were originally a northern dynasty, On the other hand, 
there aro —: indicetiong to prove that they belonged to the south, 

(4) Severel ۳ in their Senskrit and Prakrit inscriptions 

' bear striking similarities to those used in Pelleva grants, - 

(44) Like the Satakernis, Kedembas and Ohalukyas of the south, the 
early Vakatakas of the south called themselves ‘Haritaputras! . | 
(111) Like Pallavas end Kedambas (the southern dynasties), they assed ; 


the title of "Dharma maharaja! . 


sone 1% was Vatsaguine (Basin ) 
Frthvigena I (Mein Branch) Hanitvarihena, 


WERE THEY YAVANAS 9 e 
."سس‎ Cuing to tho corrupt reading of e pesmge in the Puran 


end partly due to its mlecongtruction, the Veketekas were believed to be 
Yevenss, But tho prevoiling view, on the other hen, As thet they vere 


Drohnenas, 
(Os 


BRANCHES OR DIFFERENT GENEALOCIES 


FROM COPPER=PLATES 3 Prom Chormei: pintos of ین‎ I — 
s end Belaghat Inge, of Prthivigons TI عض‎ 
A 


1, Samrat Proveresono 1 
Le MU (gon) == did not rule, 
3, Rulrasene (Son) 
4, Frthivisons I (son) 
5 رس ی‎ II (son) 
8, REA IT (son) 
7. Terenirogona (von) 
dor 3 مد ندیه‎ IT (son) 
(B) Frm Basin Platos t=. 


: " n — 


hs T 


Es tian — ses 


5. e Proveyezena II 


Ld 


“pao con of 8 years (ostehlekch), name lost). 
7, Dovessne 
I 
8, Harisenn 

RECONCILIATION s Prof, Mireshi teated tho problem of reconeilietion of — 


Shoes different gonoslogies given in (D) end (G) sbovot- 


be supplied, Prof, Mirachi has restored 1% to Servo, uml read it as 
Sorvoçone ingtocd of Ruiregona This reading goto confirmation fron the > 
fect, thet the euthor of tho Ajenta Cave Inge, wes foni of elliteretie 
2,3, "nivvepono, e pranga purve , prevekayo keltipempurvye" end - 
۱ Pecyzddhngeli Danagaktih Vinihyeegoktilf, Soy in tho lino under quem 
tion tho reeling Serva ig harmonious vith alliteration + " 
jite=gorvasgonsh [ree] auto "bheve: 


i nigsing, !üreghi rogtoros the nemo to foi M hs 
In this wey Prof, Mira Pina hole than bo auci qe UNDE 


the following reconciled genealogy of (B) sma (C), 


Chermex Cop مس‎ 
Plates of 
Preveresona IJ 


—a DP PP PO GS GIO Py GT Fe, Fe í. 


ee 


ing, of 


Pr, II (012) 8, Prihivisong II 


1, V: 1 
(e, FREIEN ) 
ins RE t: 
(e, 270-350 An.) 
1 
Geuteniputra (asa not rulo) 
We d/o 
| مسد‎ king of 
1 
5, Rudresena 1 
ER 
4, Pethiviseng I 
(e, 545=400) 
i 


9, [us II (c, ? AD.) 
d/o 95 11) 
6, Praverasena 111) 


(e. 20450) 


7, Narenirasena 
(c, Eu 


en A 
HIST RO 
SRY OP TEE VAKATAKAS 
1, VIIDI 
MEDIA SIRT. : "Dol jo! (z 4 
= ävija) in Ajanta, founder of the dynasty. 
© ruler is Inon fren Ajenta Cevo XVI Anco, To wes great 
worri 
PR (leruddhamprmodr epi aniveryn-viryoh), Ie corved out e small 
Lingdon by his m 
porcons] efforts, Third cont, AD, ves a period of great 
confusion ell over India 


¿hab he was a 


« In the north the great empire of the Kusenas 
ves crumbling dom, There vas no strong control power to check ias 
var loris fron eccumloting strength, In the south, Satevel dynasty 
was on the verge of collapse, In such a period it was very esgy for 
câvonturous men to try their fortune and build up their power, According 
to Ajento insc,, ho hol a large cavelry, he conquered a lerge part of 
Kuntela end Vidarbha from the Setevahonas, en] ruled from his originel 
Copitel. from e, 250 to c, 270, 

2, PRAVARASSIA Ts Ile gought to strengthen his position by means of a 
matrimonial sllience with tho Bherasivas, His son, Geutemiputra, married 
the daughter of Mohsraja Bhevenege, In Purana he is called 'previra', a 

rove monarch, He extended his amire by conquests ond performed en 
Asvonedhe. rite to celebrate his victories, From the later history of the 
ynasty oni later division of the empire, it con be gathered that ho ves | 
tha master of the whole of C.P, ami Berar, He wes the rec] founder of the 
Vokotake lingion enl may have ruled fron 270 to 550 AD, He extended | 
his empire northwards es far es Nermoda, end shifted his Capitel to 
Amika after defeating the Jaga. pero | 
8, RODRASEM I: lo was the, pn Pravaroseno I eni son of Gentemiputra | 
"decessol, An important statement about hin 1s thet he is described es tho 


daughter’ 5 gon of Bhevenags of Bharestva Noga fenily, Montion of Bhare- 


sivas in Yakatska socordo shows thet they were of greet servico to the 7 
Yolestalen ruler Proverogonn T, We ney conjecture that becenso of the you à 
ago of Rui I, his uncle Servasene might hove attempted to tako | 

posseaston of the entre domain, tub Rutresona's mothers relatives, the 
esa mot pasa tho ig af ع‎ dose ور‎ NND 


Bherasives 
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4, PRTHIVISEM Is He ruled from c, 545 to 400 A.D, (see (v) above) 
5. RUDRASENA II s Son of Prthivisena I, A notable fact is his narriage with 


powerful dynasty, If they had been | 
fact would have been mentioned clearly in the All, Pil, Ins, ` 


eva of API, belongs to Avyeverta, while the Vekatekas 


belong to the south (Dek gina ( 


(111) Ruiradeya of API, was violently exterminated (prasabhoddhrta) 
end his House came to an end, 


while the dynasty of Ruirasena continued 
to flourish after hin, 


(iv) Tho Possibility of a confederacy of rebellions is absent, 
(v) Prthivisens I, the son of Ruixegeng I, is described as "Mahes- 


verasya ,,, varsa=satem abniverdhemena-ko sa-danda- sedhana-sentena-putra- 


peutrinah ,,, Vakatakansm Maharaja-gri-Prthivisenasya" , This shows that 
PrS had continuous supply of treasure which hed been accumulating for a 
hundred yesrs. He was a Saiva, He shifted his Capital to Nandiverdkana, 
His vassal Vyaghredeva, the ruler of Bundelkhand, was conquered by s, 

(vi) The title of Maharaja is not indicative of an inferior status in 
south, The title 'Semrat' wes assumed by Pravarasena simply on acccunt 
of hig performance of Vedic rites, 

By the conquest of several small kingdoms in the south, which were 
elresdy feudatorios of the Vakatekas, the kingdom of the Senior Branch 
of the Vakatekas came to be confined to Northern Vidarbha, between 


Narmada and the “Endhyedri range, 


Prabhavatigupta d/o GG II of the Imperial Gupta family, She was his 
Chief queen, CG 11 is mentioned under his second name Devagupta, In i 
Poona and Riddhapura Cop.-plates of زا‎ she has traced her 2 
descent from her grand-father, ani mentions her father as 00 II, The 
marriage wes a diplomatic move, CG IT was planning an ebtack on the : 
Kestriyas of Ujjayimi, The Vakatakas could have been a source of prot 
servico or disservice to him in kis enterprise, The marriage remilted | 
ts th nto rn Saino a vot, Past 

Poona Cop il. of Prabhavatigupts which ig inaoribed : 


or 
piste ree 


Dus A itty a 
mae Kee BOLLS? 


eta caros” 


0000 


of Gupta À 
psa alphabet, vhoreag Veketeka records were inscribed in the boz- 


heeded verioty. 
Unlike hig fatier, 


NE II was a devotee of viam, 7 Tão might 
have been due to the 


2: influence of his wife Prabhevatiguota, He died in 
prime of his youth, Hs sons 


š 
were minor when he disd, Preblavati — i 


acted & 
5 Regent of hor sons, Divekera-sona wes the eldest son, but te | 


also d 
led at a very young age before asconding the throne, After his 
d 
eath, the mother acted as Regent of her secorá son Praverasena II, 


who vas named Demodarasena in his younger years 
6, Pravsresens II ; le. 420 -450) When PS YT cone of ere, he bingelf 


took up the reins of ininistretion, About s dozen Copper-pletes of 
his grants have been found, which shows thet he was cheritebly dip- 
posed, He enjoyed a long rule of at least 27 years, The copper=pletes 
give no information of sny political event during his reign. 


Tradition : As ha Wes piousiy disposed, Tas tradition about his 
being given to tio pleasures of lifo, doen not seem to be true, The 
attribution of tho Prekeit Korya 'Sevubeni ha! to hin algo eppears to be 
improbable, for it is very unusual for a Ling to write a Prakrit poen, 
especially when his court language ig Sanskrit, The Copper-plates are 
issued. iron diffebent places ani the namo of Pravarenazars occurs more 
than once, He wag a devotee of Senblu, à 

7 ا‎ qana : (e, 450-465) Nerendrasena succeeded his Zather PS II, 
Hig identification with monarch of 8 years (astebdakah) has ‘been rejec- 
ted, According to Balaghat insc, he was married to the daughter of the 
iod of Muntele, Another significant statement in that inso, is bis 
boing + *osslereksie-Helsreähipeti-aliyereite-enseneh, hich dg — 

(1) Either exaggerated statement, because in Samsiragupta's tine, 
the Qs held E, Malava end in CG II's tîme even V. Malaya cams 

Kosala is E, pert of C,P, comprising distts, of 

Mekala is on the south of Nermada river, SG 


under Gupte sway. 
Bilaspur, Rampur, ete, À 
nad tão bind on the vestermost part of Têla, . Or, | 

(11) it might imply that Vaketakes were contesting the PE over- 


in northern India end defying their authority, But Si 


lordship 


fire to t 


CON 


[m DYNASTY 
Wetorles of the Voketakas) 


The name ; 
e. 8 of the kings of this dynasty ero known from their Copper- 
grants fo 
d Und from different places in Ajayagerh end Jaso States 
0 
previously 0 ol Agency) , These records do not indicate exy neme of the 


1 
place to which the se kings belonged, ani only mention the place from 


which the grants were issued as Uocakalpa, 

There are three gtone inscriptions, & from Nachna and 1 from Ganja, 
In these inscriptions Vyaghredeva describes himself as a fewlatory of 
Vekataka king Prthivisena, 

Sone scholars have identified this Vyaghradeva with Vyaghradeva of 
Mehekentera, mentioned in All, Pil, Insc, و‎ on the similerity of nene 
end of the script of 4th-5th cent, But the AP ol, Vyeghra belongs to 
Deksinapatha, whereas Nachna eni Ganja are situated in Aryavarta, There- 
fore, Vyaghradeva of Nachna end Ganja may be identified with one des- 
cribed in Copper-plates of Jaso end Ajayagerh, because : (a) the script 
of both the records is the sano, and (b) the places are situated near | 
onc other, Tn the absence of any evidence to the contrary, this identi- | 


fication may be accepted, N; 3 
The territory of those Uccskelpa kings wes contiguous to that of x 
Parivrajakas, Perivrajakas were the feudatories of the Guptas, while 


the Uccakelpkes were those of the Veletekns, : x 
: Yesrs mentioned in the grants of Uecekalpas are called Be | 
Sem, Tt is difficult to decide as to which fra they should be refer- 


red, While the Parivrajekas used the Era of their overelords, the Guptas, 


the overlords of the Uccakelpas, 1.96; the Vakatekas, had no Era of 


their own, They reckoned their dates simply in their regnal years, So 
HB , of Tueskalpes using the Era of their overlords does not 1 
not even in their own Regnal Tears, is evident — 


s aro in serial order throughout from the — 


insc. P Rui bh ds e Anna ne 0 


er an حي‎ ve 
tells us that Park apfel King Eastin Sax 


were deer kings. © 


the question o 
arise. Their dates eras 
from the fact that these dete 


‘ ; 
E we owe 
` 
3 í 1 
١ £ - - ems yes 
١ / 5 G = K > x “a cre E MA بر‎ up 3 mire 8 s . 
A aan ML ccr 
? 1 Seta Lm . o T ` 
“er prophet vus f = 
A ۰ 425 
3 xA. (t. $C r^ = RR NA cas ars Mr 
= iet yc DES IAS 
ا‎ 
1 1 A N ر‎ oe Y. 1 . Mv 0 
smk. bob ards I SUB aaa ess Oo ¿3 
pas cx Metin. “wes Atos Lay avevano. 
oy 1 5 7 
š 3 
i A saj 31 es 1 كر‎ y * 
ER, 24} 
4 ` 
ni: CS Ay L os ms Juana ado = ‌ 
2 ALS. Y a! west . “a 0 1 
LES - ee < È 
OA IS > fiL 2° ey Ra 
- “ema £ E ۰ ۰ 
a 3 1 Q^ EE 4 Es 
DE DOLI. 1323907 ; axo A9 RUE 
Y Taki = AR Lo . i 
1 
Ea ar » RT 
ESTER WM at 
3 fig. Fa a E 3 
fi. 2. paz E 3 
bs 3 
zx z REN 2f re ‘ 
ciao be LONN ESE So 1 


bur 


3 aig go Bory 57 


ua 


NL EA 
For Hastin We ha | 
UES dates ranging from 156 to 191 GE (475-510 A,D,). In 


Ball c 
out the Mehsmaghs Senvateara between 475 amd 510, We get 
Samvat sarap, .Viz., GE 165 (A.D, 484), GE 177 (496) ani GE | 
189 (508). Avajlablo inscriptions Give dates for Servanstha ranging 
from 193 to 214, Now, there aro different suggestions about their refer- 
(a) Dr, Jayasusl suggested that, these dates should be referred 
to Veketake Bra, but we find that there was no such Era, 

o) The second suggestion is to refer them to Kelacuri (Cedi) 
Eras whose epoch 1g 248-249 A.D, But according to this we get 193 = 


other words, 
have to find 
three such 


ence 3 


248 = 441 to 244 - + 248 = 462 AD, as dates for Servanatha, while the | 
earliest dated for Hastin is A D, 475, We cannot extend Hastin's reign, 
which is already long, by starting it 15 years estlier, | i 
(c) These dates may be referred to Gupta Era, This would put 
Sarvánatha from 193 ig 319 = 512 to 214 + 519 = 555 A.D, We can start the 
reign of Sarvanatha ibas years earlier without much difficulty, i.e, in 
A.D, 508, the dete which fulfils both the conditions, i, ens it is 
Mehemegha semvatsara enl it falls within the reign of Hastin, 
There is a long gep between the last known date of Jayenatha, the 
i predecessor of Sarvanatha, i,e,, 177, and the earliest known date of 
Servenatha i.e, 195, Therefore, we can very easily assume that the 
reign of Sarvanatha started 4 years earlier, because ¢ 
(1) the relations between the Guptas and the Vakatakas were cordial, 
(11) Vekatekes had no Era of their own, 
(111) In N, Indie Gupte Era vas in use, A Ss : 
So the Uccekslpas used the GE according to the current practice of 
N.I, They do not mention the sovereignty of the Guptas, because they 


owed their allegiance to the Vakatalas, 


i A 
SOKA 


3 s š : : OS 
Kal any stories tre found in Buidhigt works representing him 
asok E | ; E 
soka before end Dharma goka after his conversion to Buidhiga, They | ١ 
ere, hovever,not trustuorthy, | a 


and only his epigraphic records are of = 1 
undoubted veracity, ES 


“hoy are inscribed either on rocks, or stone pillars | 
or in caves, P 2 
T. Rock Insoriptions are of 2 king ; ^ — _ - - 
(a) 14 Rock Edicis ero fourteen different inscriptions 
found in/aifferent localities, all on the confines of 
India, They follow a serial order, ate 
(b) Minor Rock Edicts, consisting of tuo different recorde. 
Three copies of both in Mysore, and only Edict I et | 
four other places, 


II, Piller Inscriptions : É 
(1) Seven Piller Edicts constituting a group, 
| (11) Minor Pillar Edicts are four different epigraphs, 
LII, Cave Inscriptions s = ee 
They are engraved in caves in the Baraber Hills of 
Bihar, and altogether no less than 50 different inscs, 


SCRIPT ; They are engraved in Bretmi lipi, of which the mystery was ` 
first unrevelled by James Prinsep in the last century, He read the 
nemo 'Piyedasi' but could not identify him, 


NAME & TITLE š In epigraphs the king calls himself "Piysdasi! (Priya ` E 
darsin), Turnour of Ceylon Civil Service, a Peli scholar, identified — 
him with Asoka on the authority of Simhalese 'Dipavemsa’ which gave 
Piyadassi. or Plysdassens as-another neme of Agoka, the grandson of | 
Cendragupta Maurya, This was later confirmed by the Gth copy of Minor 
Rock Edict at Masid-¿n Reichur Distt, in Hydrabed Deccan, where the 
name of Asoka-is cleerly-mentioned in the first line, One of the Ceyl: 
ese chronicles styles his grandfather. as Piyadassans, Therefore, a 
Piysdassi vas the king's "birula! or second nane, end Asoka his real _ 


a. - 


In most of his inscriptions.Asoka styles himself as 'Devensme; 


Piyedasi raja", but sometimes as 'Devenemepiyo Piyedasi', 'Piye 
! Devenen-piyo raja’, or merely !Devensm-piyo!, This shows b 
'Devenem priya’ hed not acquired a derogatory. sense of ‘afool! 
timo of Asoka, as it had in Bhattoji Dikelta's or Henacandr 
Another noteworthy fact is that Asoka meee himself 
This shows that the greniiloquent titles of supremacy 
tRajedhizege! or 'oharejeibiveje! had not | 


1 ۶ > yh s 
20: à 
A ۳ 5 
E doa 
ida die iab vie Cb A Hm ١ 
ws ۳ 1 
0 - AA š U.C dui erior 5 
Witness YAS + 
9 IIE Ws 
nz 
2 5 4! 0 
58 ça 0 
= 5 
ED Xv OS Cpo MA gia : 
ENTE E O 3 1 ors 9 
Bent or O BL oe 
Abe e 1 رب‎ es - ç 
; 
- 4 is 
` 
. 3 s ١ " 
wm Ct J, 2 ^ 
0 y 
i “te. 
5 
M e 
eG SES لد‎ E رل‎ C ; 
3 i zZ LET o “re tw mor tres t fe ut a. ورد‎ N 
TES EDAD PEI .0 دم مه‎ ão 2 
ar 30-270 
۱ oa e 7 
i pes Jen tr MA BE aži 
: ; اش با دا‎ "Ae e ! 
As 5 A Yk م ال‎ Er EN 7 
O ote OO AL SAE E : ; 
H < PS see LJ A, رگ‎ 
^ x 5 D " f “o Y 
ی(‎ SEO dvds Dana ABA Hen 
0 
ELA 
Re ve 
. ^" fone . ° 
« O Dare gra v Ben 4 
Le E Ds ESTO : { 
a ۳ um " E em 27 °. 
* 1 1 ME 
es amo in we il = DP مد ون + عام متسه‎ > $ 
ع سکف‎ Sy b û aa +e. > حدم‎ 
Te 3 Ae je NN Hd doo Ty ^ é 
` ` A aro ` ۰ * 
Es ER E" 
RTOS nt 1 a 
X ^ 
an e Pe H 
; ÉS Les A 
din up io comido: ma - 
eae 
WT PGND eos Tana 6 À gun po A 0 
er مه‎ eae Lon U ra tokoa ath Dae, 
. LI * 
eet ees 13 Zi . 5 ۰ 
AO و‎ mo ados ot sl 
2 : 5 
O oa ERR [A 64 از‎ 
SO LS O ¿SU OI Qs cr ده‎ fe FS 
AM wet nd $ 
ERETTA ety F de E * r 
VELA Gay لت‎ t 1 


Kar £ = 
Sapiens uU imer + Fa 
ae š f u e y: . 


4 ase ah مه هه‎ ah Se Sa 


Ferme Te 


mU! pio & 


د 
ب 


E. | Maz bdr 


Compare the proclemstion of the Achsemenides, 
exerxes Ochus "Thug gaith the king Darius", In both 
third person, It could not have been imitat- 


Persia, As a matter of fact 1t was one of 


royal chancery- noticed 
sastra, omy 
a, Indians may have edopted the Persian protocol due to the 


Achaeneni. : 
Sn conquest and administration of north-west India, 


DATES : In epigraphic records. the years are counted from the tine of 
۸ soka! s Coronation, Sinhslese tradition says thet he was coronated 4 
years after his accession to the throne by massacring 99 of his brothers | 
after his father!s death, and. spering. only Tisya, the youngest, This 
is refitted by his inscriptions which speak, not of one, but of several 
brothers, living eni staying in Pataliputra ani verious other towns of 
his empire, There is no good-reason to think that any long interval 
of 4 years elapsed between Agoka's coronation and his assumption of 
the reins of government, | 


| ۳ the gods. With this 


ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION :. . From Piller Edict V it is Inferzble that Asoka 
was in the habit of celebrating the amiversary of his coronation by 
release of prisoners :"Yava saduvisati-vasa abhisitene ne eteye antali- 
kaye pamne-visati bandhana=mokhani katani..." (Yevet sedvimsati=versa= 
bhisiktena maya etasmin antare panca-vimsatih bandhens=mokseh krtah) == 
'By me, who am consecrated 26 years up till now, 25 Jail deliveries 
have been effected just in that. period’, The dates specified in the 
records are in current regnel years. 


MAKSATRAS.:  Kautilya prohibits castration and destruction of animal 
foetus on certain days, including the days of-the-Naksatras of the 
king end the country, Pillar Edict V prohibits castration end brending 
of aninels on Tisya ani-Punervasu days, THe tuo separate Edicts of 
Dhauli ani Jaugoda (in newly conquered Kalinga) were ordered to be 
recited every Tisya-dey for the exhortatio] and guidance of the offi- 
cials against excesses. Moreover the later constellation. Tisya is 

laced prior to erelier Punarvasu in Piller Edict V, It shows import- 


P. 
ence ani that it-must be of the king, and Punervasu of the country, 


which should, therefore, be understood as Magadha, : 3 
Asoka had several. brothers eni sisters, living till the 15th | 
year.of his reign, and staying not only at Pataliputra, but also in the 
Keruveld. from whom he hed a son named Tivare, In Filler Edict VII, | nA 
re speaks of his tayarodhana' (harem) of en the inten wars A 
only his queens but also his left-hanied wives, the purdah ladies of = 

[x ‘Living not only at his capital but also in the provin : 
(c£. Simhalose tradition + during his father's ne e aA was 
Viceroy at Ujjayini, عه‎ conneotions.with En Bele ea 
caste who resided ab wie RE most ; ai 
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NAKSATRAS. ; Kautilya prohibits castration and destruction of animal 


FAMILY : Asoka had several brothers end sisters, living till the 15th 
rr 


Keruveld from vhom-he hed a son nemed Tivera, In Piller Edict VII, , 
"one speaks of his 'averodhana! (harem) of which the imstes were not : 
: only his queens but also his left-hanied wives, the purdah ladies of + ` 


“seno Edict he speaks of his own. sons, end of Devickumstes, most > 


Enos. ne 


| (2) 
With ti ' 
tuh this compare the proclamation of the Acheemenides, 


from Derius to Artaxerxes Üchug "Thus saith the king Darius", In both 


cases thevphrase ig in the thirg person, It could not have been imitate 
ed by Asoka directly fron Persia, As a matter of fact it was one of 

the protocols of the royal chancery. noticed by Kautilye in his Artha- 
gastra, Indians may have edopted the Persian protocol due to the 


Achsenenien conquest and administration of north-west Indis, 


the gods, 


he throne by massacring 99 of his brothers 
8 death, end. spering.only Tisya, the youngest. This 
is refuted by his inscriptions which speak, not of one, but of several 
brothers, living anã staying in Pataliputra ani verious other towns of 
his empire, There is no good-reagon to think that any long interval 
of 4 years elapsed between Agoka's coronation and his assumption of 
the reins of government, 


after his father! 


- From Piller Edict V it is infersble that Asoka 
was in.the habit of celebrating the anniversary of his coronation by 
release of prisoners :"Yaya saduvisati-vasa abhisitens me etaye anteli- 
kaye pemna=visati bandhens-mokhani katani..." (Yavat sedvinmsati-=versas 
bhisiictena maya etasmin antare penca=vimsatih bandhane-mokseh krísh) -= 
'By me, who am consecrated 26 years up till now, 25 jail deliveries 
have been effected just in that period’, The dates specified in the 
records are in current regnel years, 
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foetus on certain days, including the days of-the-Neksstras of the 
king end the country, Pillar Edict V prohibits castration ani branding 
of aninals on Tisya and-Punarvagu days, THe tuo separate Edicts of 
Dheuli and Jaugada (in newly conquered Kalinga) were ordered to be 
recited every Tisya-dey for the exhortatio] end guidance of the offi- 
cials against excesses. Moreover the later constellation Tisya is 
placed prior to erelier Punervasu in Piller Edict V, It shows import 
ance and that it must be of the king, and Punervasu of the country, 
which should, therefore, be understood as Magadha, 


yeer.of his reign, and staying not only at Pataliputra, but also in the 4 
mufassil towns, He had two queens, one Chief and the Second named 


lover status, living not only at his capitel but also in the Fone 4 
(ce. ER tredition + during his father's time when he wes the = E 
Viceroy at Ujjayini, he formed comections.with a lady of the Settht | 
caste who resided at Vidisagiri, modern Besnager near Bhilsa, In She 


queens, i.e. his.own 'Co-uterine‏ و 
bably sons of his father's « M T XO MER "‏ 
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(37 
charge of 4 viceroyelties op Taksasila, Ujjayini, Suvernegiri, end 
Toseli, Tivara ves one of then, 

Rock Edict VI describes 
places he dispatched the business of قط‎ 


all places سس‎ white eating, in closed female apartments, in inner 
chamber (gerbhe=geha), with the stud, on horse-back (vinita), or in 
pleasure orchards, Evidently, therefore, when Asoka hed no business 
to dispose of, he was to be found at his Capitel, either regaling in 
dining hell, encaped with the ledies of hig harem, chatting in his 
retiring room, or inspect 


ing thevroyal stud (vraja), enjoying horses 
ride, or beguiling his time in the orchard, 


Ono cannot sey whether 
PUBLIC BUSINESS ; e how often end at what different 
8 people, At all hours and at 


TASTES ۶ Before conversion Asoke Wes very fond of meet, Thousenis of 
animals were killed in kitchen, Aft 
rously stopped sleughter, 


lle stopped the Idling دن‎ 


cocks for some time more Pudéhaghosa, in his.comentery on Semyutta- 
P the frontier provinces gendu=ppedas 

are delicious, but they are abominal to those of the. Middle Country, 

fo the latter the flesh of pea-fowl is delicious, Asoka, being a 


native of Middle Country wes ford of pez-cock flesh end could not give 


it up at once, 


DIVERSIONS £ AMUSEMENTS ¢ Rock Edict VIII says that past kines were in the ` 
i LA E 


habit of going out on Vihere-yetras pr pleasure tours where they enjoy- 
ed chase, etc., but Asoka replaced then by Dhemmseyatras, or tours for 
Dharma since the 10th yeer of his reign when he visited Sembodhi, the 
place where Buddha obtained enlightenment, Before thet he also indulged 
in pleasure excursions, pre-eminently in hunting, But senctity of 
animal life which made on indelible impression on his mind after the 
Kalinga wer, mede his soul recoil from hunting, 


Public entertaiments * Ancient kings of India were in the 
hebit of holding Samajas in which the subjects were enterteined ani 0 
feted, It was probably a diplonatic move to keep the people pleased end : | 
Satisfied, The Semaja was of tuo kimis; (a) in which people were | 
treated to dainty dishes in which mest played the most important part 
(Cf, Rantideva in Mbh, killing 2000 cattle and 2000 kine to fete hig 
people ==. in Vanaparvan), It vas a convivial nelee, 


(b) In which people were treeted to dancing, music, end other per E 
formances, It was synonymous woth Ratan or Prekse-grha or preksagera = 
(amphitheatre) (Cf, Hathigumphe insc, dni Nasik Cave ie 200 

HORRORS OF WAR و‎ Conquest of Kalinga, the tract of lami te soa e 
Bay of Bengal between Veitereni sa Tanguy vare, resulted in- 
1,50,000 captive slaves, 1,00,000 E eni nnde: é 
brance of these appel دار‎ E ENN At pris 


tent soul. He chastised Ms. offtcorg for excesses on the Re 
people and took رما‎ ae 


WHY KALINGA WAS CONQUERED ? Rock Edict XIII tells us that Andhra, the 

country comprising the Kttene and Godavari Districts, ani Parinda, 
perhaps somewhere on the eastern outskirts of the Mauryan Empire, - 
possibly in Bengel, =u- were included in his empire, Kelinga was thus - 
a sort of wedge driven into the body politie in Me م‎ o 
conspire with the foreign Choda kingions of the south, 


os 


. À year efter his conquest of Kalinga he bacane a Buddhist ard the 
idea of becoming a Calmeverti Dhermika Dharmaraja heunted his mind, - 


i.e. a ruler of the earth, not through conquest, tus t wi = NUT 


FOUR RG M 


(GIRNAR VERSION) 
This Dhammalipi has been caused to be written by king Priya- 


dasi, beloved of the gods. No living being here should be killed f 


and offered as a sacrifice ; nor should any Samaja be helå ; for 
king Priyadasi sees much evil (harm),in a Samaja. There are, 


however, certain “amajas which are considered good by Priyadasi, | 


beloved of the gods. 


Formerly in the kitchen of the king Priyadasi, beloved of the 


gods, many hundreds and thousands of animals were slaughtered 
everyday for curry. That today when this script on morality has 
been written only three lives are killed, two peacocks and one 
deer ; even that deer not regularly. Even these three lives 
shall not be killed afterwards. 

----0000---- 


In Hathigumpha Insc. we are told that Kharavela, the ruler 


of Kalinga, amused his Capital town by celebrating 'utsavas' and D. 


'samajas'. Previously the same thing was done by Gautamiputra 
Satakarni, and we know it from the Nasik Cave Insc. The Samaja 
was obviously a convivial melee and was designed to feast the 


eye, ear or the palate. 


DEVANAM PRIYAH : One of the appellation of Asoka, — 


met with in the inses., is ‘Devanam priyah.' -In later times the 


word came to mean a fool or a dunce, 
tdevanam priya iti ca murkhe.' Hemace 7 


But this evidently could not be the 
Patanjali, we know, associates the. Wi 
ayusmat * و‎ 605٠و‎ "Istijno hi 
hy etad rupam iti." This 
tdevanam priyah? was : a 
aracterization, Asa 


Siddhanta Kaumudi says : 
also corroborates this. 
in the times of Asoka. 
with 'bhavat, dirghayus, and 
Priyo na tu praptijnah. Isyate 
that like other honorific terms 
-auspicious mode of address or ch 
Suse the Dipayanss pow ts with 
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used to designate a Xing called Dasaratha. Similarly, an epi- 
graph from Ceylon applies the epithet to Vanka Nasika Tissa, 
gaje-bahuka-ganini, and Kahellaka Naga. | | 
. This honorific title was used in the case of kings only, as ` | 

can. be inferred from Rock Miet VIII, where in place of 'Devanam i 
priya! of some versions, 'rajano' of other versions is employed. || 
Ihe term 'devanam priya' was probably used to indicate the | 
belief that the kings wene under the protection of the gods. 
It can best te rendered by the expressions : ‘dear unto gods, 
OP, beloved of the gods." 

^ PRIYA-DARSIN : Except tries or thrice, the general name 
| by which king Asoka is referred to in the inscs. is 'Priya- 
darsin.' The word means tone of amiable look, or, one of graci- | 


ous wien.’ The fact that his grandfather Candragupta Eaurya 


was also styled 'Piya-dassana' in Ceylonese chronicles, shows 
that .this was not the proper name ‘of the king. The Ceylonese 

chronicles call Asoka 'Priya-dasi' and 'Fiya-dassana, t but the | 
Indian epigraphs of the monarch describe him only وه‎ | 
This implies, therefore, that Asoka's grandfather also must have | N 
been called 'Piya-dasi' and not "Piya-dassana.' From this it is 
clear that 'Piya-dasi' was only a. 'biruda" of Asoka. That the 
proper name of the emperor was Asoka, às demonstrated by the 
sixth. copy of the Hinor Rock ct I. discovered at Naski in 

Sholapur, district and another recently discovered in a place 
hear Jhansi. These inscriptions mention the name of the king 


explicitly in the very first ling. Ë 
E The only answer to the objection that why the king was I 


nore, often referred to by his !biruda! than his proper name, 


invariably ty their epithets. mue, the son of Govinda IL 
the Rastrakuta family. of ‘wanyakhete . is known ms us from na 
documenta, w his sim. mutet | | | 


other epithets had not come into use in Asoka's time. E 
Slaughter of animals : In the inscription Asoka admits 
that formerly hundreds and thousands of animals were killed in 

his kitchen: "Para mahanasamhi devanam-priyasa priya-dasino 
rano anudivasan bahuni prana-sata-sahasrani arabhisu supathaya. 
Asoka here refers to a custom which he followed before his = 
conversion to Buddhism. Thousands of cattle were slain in the 3 
kitchen and their cooked meat was doled out to the poor. This a 
at once reminds us of Rantideva, a king mentioned in the هوزج‎ 
bharata, during whose reign so great was the number of cattle - 
slaughtered in sacrifices and in his kitchen that a river of 
blood is supposed to have issued from their hides, which was 


afterwards called Carmanvati. The meat was served to the poor 
and it is said in the epic a ty doing this he earned man 
merit and fame. 1 
‘hen the conscience of Asoka was roused to this wanton a 
eruelty by Buddhism, he put a stop. to the carnage, and at the ` 
time when this edict was engraved on the rock only three ae 
animals were allowed to be killed, for food. These, too, s 


promised to spare in future. 


(82 
GENERAL 


SOKA'S DHAMM 


The word dhamma’ being frequently used. in his lithic 
records by Asoka, it is necessary to discover its true import.” 
The word is the Prakrit or Pali form of Sanskrit ‘dharma. ' 

Time and again Asoka has exhorted his people to follow Dhamma . 
Not only did he preach others to practise Dhamma, he himself 
set an example to then. Roek Edict bears an eloquent testi- š 
mony to Asoka's zeal for Dhamma. Says he, "aho bheri-ghoso 
dhamma-ghoso" and "dhamma-vadhiya vadheya vadhisati ceva Deva- 
nam-priyo priya-dasi raja.” 1 | š 

Now the question arises what is Dhamma of which Asoka was — 

so enamoured. Asoka himself puts the gestion and provides an 


answer to it in the 2nà Pillar Edict : "Kiyam cu dhamme ti 7 


Apasinave bahukayane daya dane sace soosye, " What is Dharma ? ۱ 


It is freedom from depravity or sin, much good to others, 

mercy, munificence, truthfulness and purity. Asoka does not : 
stop here but goes on to describe the duties by which the afore- 
said virtues are to be translated into practice. They are - 
non-slaughter of animate beings (anarambho prananam), non- x 
injury to existing creatures (avihimsa bhutanam), service of 1 > 
Parents (matari pitari ca susrusa), service of elders (thaira- É j 
susrusa), reverence to teachers (surunam apaciti), seemly be- =] 
haviour towards friends, acquaintances and relatives Cae b 

samstuta-natikanaz sampatipati), liberality towards I | 
and Sramanas (Bamhana~samananam danan), proper treatment, oí 
servants and slaves (dasa-bhatakamhi samya-pratipati), 
and less tendency for hoarding (ape-vyayata apa-bhamdat: 
This is in brief the message of Asoka, and even though t À 
ism, how lucid and succinct and sincere it appears even t 
The same virtues which have been ‘sought to be inculcat 
different religions and faiths, make a special 
We can discern as it were nus y personality of 


: Pai ad. contain a m 
ES, te the 8 


There are two facets to Asoka's Dhamma =- positive and 
negative, as are 'pravrtti! and 'nivrtti' in Brahmanical Dharma. 
The *pravrttis' lead a man towards those higher values which 
nave just been enumerated. But the whole or fuller account of 
Dhamma will not be possible without saying a few words about 
'nivrttis' or taboos, or the negative side of Asoka's Dhamma. 

The negative side can be summed up in one word - 'asinave.' | 
In Pillar Edict III, it is placed side by side with 'papa' and — 
Asoka specifies there the malevolent affections which lead to x 
it. They are ferocity (candiye), cruelty (nithuliye), wrath | 


(kodhe), arrogance (mane), and Jealousy (isya). Thus it will be 
seen that not only the performance $f moral duties enumerated 
by ásoka is necessary, but “also freedom from these passions 
is essential for the full and adequate fulfilment of Dhamma . 

In some of his Edicts Asoka commands his people to peep | 
inwards and carry out self-examination (agaya palikhaya = agrya- | 
yah pariksayah) or paccavekkhana. Like a Prophet he says : 

"Man seeth the good only (saying unto himself) ‘this good deed 
have I done.' In nowise doth he see his sin and say ‘this sin 
have I committed.‘ This idea of self-examination is looked 

upon as Christian in origin, but Asoka had propounded it centu- 
ries before Christ appeared on this earth. A 

Dr. Bhandarkar says ; "His (Asoka's) Dhamma may be describ- | 
ed as the common property of all religions." The virtues and E 
practices which Asoka tells us to follow are precisely those 
Which all religions specify as worthy of inculcation. Asoka! s 5 


PAN 


mutual conflict is not very great. Moreover, Asoka asks the 
مهو‎ may profess a particular creed, to hearken to others 
and thus become 'bahu-$ruta.' By doing so they will become 
'kaly2nagama' and cause exaltation of their om faith (atme- 
pasanda-vadhi) and illumination of Dhamma (Dhamma-dipana). 
 Toleration seems to be the key-note of Asokats Dhamma. 
Though a Buddhist tc the core, he does not force the followers 
of other faiths to toe his line. He is tolerant enough to allow 
them the freedom of faith and freedom of worship. like the Pros 
amble of the present Indian Constitution, Asoka declares : E 
'sava pasanda vaseyu,' every religious sect has a right to jive. 
Moreover, pot only should they live together, tut also co-oper- 
ate with each other instead of engaging in fruitless discussions. 
By co-operation will they be able to force up those points of 
agreement (rather than of conflict) whieh may not otherwise be 


visible. 


The sumuum-and-bonum of “soka" s Dhamma, as he himself points 
out at several places, is 'svaga! or ‘svarga. ' By holding out 
this ideal cf ‘svarga' Asoka exhorts his people to follow 
Dhamma. And so far propaganda is concerned, he employs every 
possible means of propagation of his faith. By showing the 
"vimanas, Hastins, and Jyotih-skandhas' he tries to win over 
people to his side. There is no gainsaying the fact that all 1 
his propaganda had kx its effect and within a remarkably short E 
time Buddhism not only spread in India, but went even beyond — 
her borders. o 

Not only did Asoka exert for the spiritual welfare of ` 
masses, he worked for their temporal weal also. Says he: | 
"Phalani mulani ca yata yata nasti tata tata harapitani « 


UD 
ASOKA'S ROLE 


Wt 21 
IHE SPREAD OF BUDDHI SK 


Buddhism which had hitherto been more or less a local sect 
was transformed into a world religion only through the mission- 
ary activities of Asoka, The great Emperor, who in the prime of 
his youth displayed a rare martial spirit and military genious | 
in conquering and ennexing Kalinga to his already vast empire, 
was destined to be the greatest of paoifists of his time, or of 
all times. The great massacre of Kalinga, it seems, shook the a 


heart of the king from its very roots, and he at once resolved x 


to relinquish all military conquest. His anguished heart found 


solace in the teachings of Lord Buddha, and instead of military 


conquests, he embarked upon a campaign of conquest by Dhamma 
(Dharma-vijaya). Asoka, as he himself tells us, entered the 
Buddhist folé in his 3th regnal year. For a year he remained 
lukewaru, but then ren into a staunch devotee 
of Buddhism and began to undertake religious tours to Sambodhi 
and arrange religious instruction (Dhamma-savanani, Dh&mmanusa- he 
thini). He set before himself the ideal of becoming (nota 
combative. but) Dhermereja Dharmika Cakravartin. This ideal always 
goaded hix on to do all he could to propagate the simple reli- ` 
gion of Seky&-muni. With the vast administrative and financial | 
resources of his empire Asoka set out on the conquest of thes da 
hearts of people, a conquest perhaps wore difficulat than a E 
military conquest. In its results his Dhamma-vijaya was remark- 
ably successful, so much so that in inor Rock Ediet 1 Asoka i 
Says : "Human beings who were not mixed with the gods, were | 
Caused to be mixed with them throughout the Jambudvipa. | 
the fruit of effort." This shows that within an incredi 
Period of one year after Asoka's entry into the Samgh: 
eeded in elevating the moral standard of s masses to 
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This phenominal success was achieved through the foliczirs 
measures i- 

Firstly, as the Rock Edict IV tells us, Asoka tried to foster 
and propagate Dhamza by showing to the people the spectacles of 
Vimanas or celestial palaces, Hastins or divine elephants, and 

(lighted columns) 
Jyotih-skandhas/or burning columns (agi-khandhani). These repre- 
sented the kinds of heavenly bliss in store for the good and 
virtuous in the next birth when they would become gods. 


He organized and encouraged Samajas or congregations of men | 


. for music, dancing and theatrical performances. These he utilized 


as excellent means of propaganda for the spread of Dhamma (Dhamma 


vaáneta). He, however, forbade those Samajas in which meat was 
served and looked upon them with disfavour (bahukam hi dosam 
. samajanhi pasati Devanan-priyo priya-dasi raja). 

He organized Dhamma-yatras in place of time-honoured Vinara- 
yatras (revelries or sprees). There he distributed money among 
the Branmanes, êramanas and the aged, and visited the provincials 
whom he gave instructions about ihamma and made enquiries about | 
Dhamma (janapadasa ce janasa dasanam Dhammanusasti ca Dhamma- 
paripucha. R.E. VIII). 

Pillar Edict VII gives us a lucid account of the measures 
that the emperor adopted for the spread of Dhamma. For a time he : 

kept pondering over the problem in ordervto evolve a Master 

Flan which couls show quick results. He had seem failure of the 
earlier kings in this direction end was, therefore, thoughtful 
enough to give it serious thought and devise some effective and 
fool-proof method. No wonder that his deliberations made him hit 
upon a Master Plan which may be used as an effective propagani 
technique even today. 

Asoka established Dhamma-stambhas (Dhemma-thambhani kat 
which were not the usual architectural columns, but were. 


self for he admits that such good works were done by previous 
kings also. It appears, therefore,that Asoka's aim was to set 

a personal example in order to encourage the people to do simi- 
lar works of public good. In Pillar Ediet VII he says : "But I 
have done this with the intent that men mey follow the practices 
of Dhamma (Imam cu Dhammanupatipati anupatipajantu ti = Imam tu 
Dharmanupratipattim anupratipadyatam iti). 

Another innovation in the field of propaganda for Dhamma - 
was the creation of a class of new officers called 'Mahamatas* 
who had & twofold temporal and spiritual funtion to perform. | 
In their temporal duties they had to tour through the districts 
every five years in order to set right any excesses committed 


by the Pradesikas or Rajukas. They could also temper Justice 


with mercy by allowing the teen-aged and the aged persons to be 


set free, or remit the sentences of orphans or afflicted persons. 


As regards their spiritual function, they were required to preach 


Dhamma as well as to keep contact with all sects, e.g. the Buddh- ` 


ists, the Ajivikas, Nirgranthas, etc. They were to focus the 
people's attention on the essentials (of religion) rather than 
non-essentials and thus put an end to all acrmony and bitterness. 
They were also required to encourage the house-holders to con- 
tribute something towards charity, and also to satisfy their 
hankering after truth. 'Sava pasanda vaseyu' was Asoka's ideal 
and the Dalma bE were commissioned to achieve that ideal. 
The third means gre the Dhamma-savanani and Dhammanusathini, 3 
Which are the two aspects of kum one and the same thing. In. 5 
Pillar Riict VII Asoka tells us the practices and virtues that ا‎ 
constitute Dhamma as he does in Pillar Edict II and Rock mus 
As propaganda was necessary for the inculeation of se 


Sata-sahesu ayata te pi me anapita hevam hevam ca eec 
Janam Dhamma-yutam ,..). 

Rock Edict III also says that in the 12th year of ] 

he commanded not only the Rajukas but also the P 


OO لس‎ UE 
in Dhamma in addition to the discharging of their official 


duties (Sarvata vijitesi mama yuta ca Rajuke ca Pradesike ca 


paneasu pancasu vasesu anusamyanam niyatu eta yeva athaya ¿waya 
Dhammanusastiye oo... Jis 


Thus, it will be seen that one of the most effective means 


employed by Asoka for the dissemination of Dhamma was the employ- 
ment of higher order of his officials for preaching work. Just 
as his Yutas and Rajukas preached Dhamma inside the country, so 
did his ambassadors in foreign lands. In Rock 83168 XIII, Asoka 
mentions his missionary activity in the ington of five Greek 
kings, Antiochus, Magas, 

But this was not all. For in the same Bdict the king tells 
us that where the envoys of the Beloved of Gods do not go, there 
the people having heard the utterances of Dhamma, the ordinances ` 
and teachings Sf Dhamma by the Gods" Beloved, practise Dhamma 
and will so practise. This, as Bhandarkar thinks, is a referense 
to his missionary activity in Burma and China. 


From this it is evident that the missionary activities of 
Asoka were not confined to this country alone, but extended 
into the outside world also. As he was not moved by any narrow 
or parochial considerations, his Dhamma was meant for the whole ` 
of mankind. Even the dumb animal ereation of God figured promi- 
nenly in his plans of betterment of this and the next life. In v 
Rock Elict VI he says : "Nasti hi me toso ustanamhi athasamtira= | 
haya va. Katavamate hi me sava-loka-hitam." Or, there is no — 
higher duty than the welfare of the whole world. I am never | x 
satisfied with my exertions or despatch of business. These ` 
Sentiments make Asoka one of the greatest humanitarians of his 
time as well as a great internationalist. He was not. actuate 


in his. endeavours by a desire for fame, for he says in Rock 


E: 


Path of Dhamma. “Fhutanam anamnam gaccheyam ...* (R.E, 


RELIGIOUS 


E 


CONDITIONS IN ASOKA '8 TIMES 


From the repeated mention! pf the word Pasanda in the Rock 
Edicts and his statements "Sara pasanda vaseyu ; sava pesanda 
me pujita, " there remains ln doubt that there existed several 
religious sy stems in the times of Asoka. Among these specific 
mention is made of Sankha, Nirgançhe or Jaina and Babhana or the 
Brahmanical religion. By Samkha, evldently, Asoka meant Samgha, 
the Buddhist Fraternity. Besides these, other minor religions 
also flourished, among which Ajivikas may. be specially mentioned. 

The inscriptions of Asoka ¡throw an interesting light on the | 
Buddhism of that day. In Rock Bidet XIII there is a post seript: 1 


v "sarva-sveto hasti sarva-loka-sukhaharo nama." Various scholars a 


have exercised their ingenuity in finding out the true signifi- 


cance of the words 'sveto' or 'hasti'. They have arrived at the 


conclusion that the expression 'sarva-sveto hasti' refers vo pos 
Buddha. There is representation of an elephant at hati and A 
Kalsi, and on the top of the rock is written 'Gajatane, * Now o 
according to a Buddhist legend, Bodhisattva, the futura Buddha, 
left the Tusita heaven to being happiness to the people Vin the | 
form of an elephant. This gives us a clue that 'Hasti'. pr 'Gaja- | 
tama’ is nothing else but Buddha. From this it may be observed | 
that though there were no icons of Buddha, he was represented at 
least by the elephant symbol in Asoka's time. This earlier syu- - 
bolism might have later on led to the deification of Buddha and 
to the making of his images. 
Though Asoka was a Buddhist devotee and undertook tours i 
the sacred places of Buddhism like Sambodhi, he did not conce, 
himself much with the doctrinal portion of Buddhism. He d : 
imbibed its moral principles and applied them to the mor 
armament of his people. These he considered to be the 
of true religion and devoted all his energy r te eae 


to listen to others and thus promote the growth of their own 


sect, for otherwise they would only harm their own sect: "Atpa- 
pasanda-puja va par&-pasanda-garaha va no bhave apakarenamhi 
lahuka va asatamhi tamhi prakarane. Pujetaya tu eva para-pasanda 
Evam karum atpa-pasandam ca vadhayati para-pasandasa ca upa- 
karoti. Tad-amnatha karoto atpa-pasandam ca chanati para-pasam- | 
dam ca pi apakaroti." That is why Asoka advises his people to qu 


live in concord : "Ta samavayo eva sadhu. " 


The Micts also enlighen us about the prevalent superstitio 
of that time. Rock Rdict IX tells us that people perfora many 
kinds of 'mangalas' or religious rites on several yoccasions like 
the birth of 4 son, marriage, going to a foreign land, etc. dc 
"Asti jano ucavacam mamgalam karote ..." Especially the women —— 
performed many and useless types of religious rites : "Eta tu 
mahidayo bahu nirathakam mamgalam karote." This is just as io 
is today. Asoka advised people not to indulge in these futile f 
rites but practise Dhauma-memgala, because this alone was | 


'maha-phala. ' 
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THE SOCIAL COs DITIONS 
IN THE TIME OF AS OKA 


Wherever Asoka recommends good practice to be followed for 
the realisation of Dhamma, he uses the expression : 'Dasa- 
bhatakamhi sampratipati.' Now, the word bhataka means an ordi- 


nary Servant in contrast to the word ‘dasa’ or a slave. The use ` 


1 
1 
d 

1 


of the expression 'dasa' seems to indicate the existence of the ` 
practice of slavery. The oceurence of this word in lithic reco- ` 
rds is enough to disprove the much flaunted statement of Megas 
sthenese that slavery was absent in India in the time of Asoka. 4 
That slavery continued to exist even after Asoka can be gathered | 
from a reference in Mrechakatika where Vasantasena bought the | 
freedom of Madanika by paying e large amount as ransom. It mey 
be that 'dasa' referred to a certain type of menial servants 
but it would be the perversity of truth to say that slavery 
existed in the form in which it existed the West where the 
slaves were more brutally treated than animals. 

ásokan inseriptions throw some light on the condition of 
women also, particularly on the women of the royal household. i 
Asoka had given orders to his officials and servants to report A 
to him people's business even if he be taking food, or in closed | 
apartments, or in the inner chamber (orodhanamhi gabhagaraumhi | 
The word for royal harem is *'orodhana.' This, therefore, isa 
clear proof of the fact that the women of the royal household 
were kept in seclusion, which at once reminds us of the expe 
ion 'asuryanpasya raja-darah' cited in the Kasika-vrtti. The | 
prevailing view that Purdah system was first introduced into 
India by Mohammedan conquerors is thus fully refuted. The i 
deduction from the edicts is further confirmed by e 
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! practice. This hope. on the part of ¿soka implies, that masses in 
Za His time were literate, that they could at least read. The 
/ | pullers, etc. are erected at those places which were elther on 
| f ‘the highways or outside. the big towns or cities. They were 
|! intended for the travelling public to read and be inspired by 
| “the instructions given on them. This is a solid proof of the 
/ high percentage of literacy among the masses. Had the Pillers or 
edicts been established in cities and towns, such an inference 
could not be conclusive, for literacy is bound to be higher in 
centres of learning and civilisation. 

As for the language, Magadhi is used throughout the . 

plain. While we may not deny that the spoken language of that 


time was some form of Prakrit, we must not overlook the fact | 


that the Prakrit was not divided from Sanskrit by a very big 


gap. às a matter of fact, there are several instances in which | 
there seems to be very little difference between the two langu- 
ages, e.g. "Asti jano ucavacam mamgalm karote.' The passage has 1 
only a slight phonetical change from 1ts Sanskrit equivalent. | 
Although the language used for administrative purposes of the 
State was Magadhi, this did not preclude the use and popularity X 
of Sanskrit, for there was no wide gulf between the Classical cs 
Sanskrit and Prakrit at that time. | 
Now, a word about caste system. The وی نز‎ mention 5 
three classes of people -- Bathana, Bhata, and Ibhya (R. E. 9» 
This shows that there existed ‚one three castes -- Brahmanes, 
Kane and Vaisyas. But all this is controversial. We can | 


We do not possess any detailed account of the edministrative 
machinery in times of Asoka. The inscriptions do not take us 
very far, because they are records of morality (Dhamma-lipis) 
di as such are not expected to yield any detailed information 

egarding the administrative set up of the country in those 


times. From casual remarks, however, and from the technical | 


terms used incidentally, we can piece together bits of informa | 


tion, which howsoever imperfect, is indispensable for a student 


of political history. 


Asoka designates his empire, which is under his direct 


nistration, as 'vijitat (servata vijitamhi mama yuta ca mugs 

ca kat&'. R.E, ). Besides the vijita territories, there were 3 
other feudatory states like Andhra, Parinda, Bhoja and Kamboja | 
which acknowledged the suzerainty of Asoka. They seem to have 
cepended on the imperial army for defence. 

The emperor was at the head of the government, and all autho- 
rity, administrative as well as legislative, vested in him. He | 
had for his guidance and advice a Council of Ministers known as \ 
Pastisa or Parisad. This eonsisted of all the importent Minis- ud 
ters, but their number cannot be ascertained. The Parisad is | 


mentioned in the 6th Rock Miet in connection with quick infor- | 


_. The Parisad consisted of Manamatras. Frou this we infer 
| ‘thet all or most of the important heads of the Mec G 
| entrusted with various administrativo responsibilities. That 3 

۱ was the arrangement at the Centre. The provinces must also 


have “nad more or less a similar arrangement. 

; We have got various sets of inscriptions which are adares= 
sed to the Ministers of different places. A Minor Pillar | 
Büict is addressed to the Mehamatras of Kausambi . {rere are . | 
| references to the Mehamatras in PR version of- the rock 


addressed. From this it. ts easy to infer that the ae 
were mostly engraved at the provincial head-quarters and th 
orders therein 3 e meant for. the officers of those provin 
to carry out. | 7 ER id Es 

Each administrative cae had its Chief Officer, most : 
probably called the Pradesika,. and was in charge of a pre ovir 
Under him were the Rajukas, officers as the .. Miet says, = 
appointed over hundreds and thousands of beings: "Rajuka P: 


me bahusu pana-sate-sehasrest pest They appear to Hae 


| (21) 
SE PILL DICIT. 
( DELHI SORA VERSION) 


Thus saith king Piyadasi, beloved of the gods. Having been 
anointed for 26 years this script on morality was caused to be 
written by me. This world and the next are difficult to attein : 
except by foremost lomging for Thamma, foremost examination, | 
foremost service, foremost fear, and foremost effort. Put through 
my instruction the BE Dhamma has Noe. da | 
And my officers, vhether of high, middle or lower rank, will 
conform to it and accomplish it. They are quite competent to 


reclain the fickle (And they are quite able to urge others /to 


do it/ --- ‘alam ca palam-param'-- Dr. Bhandarkar). So also the 
ministers of the frontiers. This indeed is the method (or pre- 
cept -- Bhandarkar) that this (namely,) protection by Dhamma, 
causing happiness by Dhamma, and guarding by Dhamma. 
-7--0000--5- 
COMMENTS 
Dhamma-vijaya : Ever since Asoka became Buddhist, nis . 
mind yearned to achieve a conquest by Dhamma, and, as Dr. m in | 
darkar points out (in "Asoka"), he was anxious to win the; n 
of 'Cakravarti Dharmika Dharmaraja", This Diamma-vijaya of. 
Asoka, as is recently observed by T. N- Ramacëndran, was not | 3 
different from that advocated in the Mahabharata or the Artha- 
sastra. Kautilya distinguishes between three kinds of conque: 
-- 'Dharma-vijayim, lobha-vijayin, and asura-=vijayin.' “Ace d 
ing to his definition, the first is satisfied with mere o 
 B&nce of the defeated king, the second Wr what he can s 


is well exemplified in Raghu and | m mud ra, 
kings who practised the ideal of " 
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(TRANSLATION) 


i Beloved of the gods Plyádasi, the king, has said tnus -- 
Dhamma, is good. But what does Dhamma consist of ? (1t consists — 
of) freedom fron depravity (L.J. N. -- little sin), much good, 
compassion, charity (Bhand, - liberality), truth, purity. And 
verily I have distributed charities of various kinds (lite 
tne gift of sight have 1 given in nanyfold ways). To the bi- 
peds and quadrupeds, the winged and the aquatíc animais have 
I done many kinds of benevolent deeds, even up to the boon of 
life. But other good deeds have also been done by me. For this 
purpose the seript on moraiity has caused to be written by me, 
that (people) may &dopt it accordingly and that it may long 
endure. He who will conform to it in the (prescribed) manner 
will do a good deed. 


=-===00000===. 
| COMMENTS 
Apesinave bahu kayane : In answer to a self put question 
‘What is Dhamma ?' Asoka mentions Z six principles which con- . 
stitute Dhamma. The first two of them are 'apasinave' and 
*bahu kayane!. Now, 'bahu kayane' neans much good. As the two 
are placed in juxtaposition with each other, the suggestion 
is irresistible that they are antithetical and as such repressa 
sent the two sides of 4soka's Lew of Piety, the negative and TE 
positive. As 'bahu keyane' is positive, so naturally 'apasinave! - j 
is negative. It means ta little demetit, & small fault’ (alpa- 
asnavah). Now the question arises what ۷۲ is, the neg t: 
_ive of which is recommended here ? In Pillar diet III 'asir 
has been mentioned side by side with 'papa' (sin), or in E 
.X we meet with 'apa-parisrave' or 'apa-palisave* in the | nse 
of small demerit. It therefore appears thet 'asinava is t 1 
Same as 'asava', a term frequently occuring in Buddhi 
But the ‘asaves' of Buddhism are not the 'asinavas' 
calca apanka here. In the Jaina work A arang 
Auhaya occurs which Jacobi translates as si 


a tn 


E oc (23). 


responds to 'asinava' and like that is derived from 'a- /snu*'. 
; As the word 'asinava' (=athahaya) is used in P.E, III side by 

side with 'papa', it seems that both have different meanings 

or connotation. 'papa' means sin, Dr. Bhandarkar observes $ 

" We shall not be far from right if we take 'asinava' to signi- 

fy depravity or defilement.* 


The ‘asnavas' or 'anhaya! of Jainisu are in essentials the same | 
as enumerated in their works. ¿soka seems to have adopted and x 
assimilated some of the psychological concepts of Jalnism, 
Some regard 'asinava' to be the #pabhramsa form of 'asrava' 
Which occurs in Apastamba Dharmasutre (2.2.5.19) and is explain-| 
ed by Haradatta in his commentary as "yaih purusah asravyate | 
bahir akrsyate,' that is to say by which a man is drawn towards | 
the outward pleasures of life. But Dr. Buhler and others do not | 
accept this interpretation, because Sanskrit 'sra' changes to ۱ 
'ssa! in Pali and Prakrit and not to 'sinat. Therefore the 
above Gerivation seems to be the correct one. 

'Cakhu-dane pi me bahu-vidhe dimne' : I have made the 
gifts of the eyes in manyfold ways. The word ‘cakhu' (==Caksu) 
has been often used both in Hindu seripturs in the sense of 
‘spiritual insight! (paramarthika drsti0. Here it means, there- ` 
fore 'the sight of the doctrine (R.E. - IX and XI). The means | 
adopted towards this end consisted of Dhemmanusathini, i.e., ` 
imparting of instructions in the laws of piety and morality. — | 
Cakhu stands for ‘light’ (aloka), "knowledge! (panna-cakhu= —— 


light of knowledge). 


'Sace socaye! : 'saca! or truthfulness is the moral quality | 
which is defined by “soka as the courage of speaking the t. 
'sacam vataviyam' (Brahmagiri, H.R.E. = II) and the strengt 
of adhering to faith : ‘dadha-bhatita'. 'Socaye' is the 1 


purity of heart, purity of motive, purity of sentimen 
broad-based on self-restraint (samyema), ۱ 
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E (TRANSLATION) 

/ | Thus saith «ing Plyadesi, beloved of the gods : (A person) 
sees the good deed only, (saying unto hinselr) this good deed i 
has been done by Ae. In nowise does he see cin (saying unto hi 
self) 'this sin heya I committed, ' or "this indeed is a deprav ۱ 
ity.' But this certainly is difficult to scrutinize. Heverthe- — 
less, it should be looked into thus : 'theso(passions) indeed | 
lead to depravity, such as Violence, cruelty, anger, conceit, 

nuo, and by means of these may I not causs my fell. This 

should certainly be seen to : "This is to mg good for this world 
and this agein is to my good . for the next. | Dr 
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PILLAR EDICT IV 
(TRANSLATION) 


Thus saith Priyadasi, beloved of the gods : Having been 
consecrated for 26 years, this script on morality was caused to 
be written. The flajukas have been set by me over people (con- 
sisting of) hundreds and thousands of souls. Any reward or 
punishment by them has been placed by me under their control 
(L.J.N. -- I have granted independence to them in matters 
judicial and criminal) in order that the Rajukas may perform . 
their duties with confidence and without fear, cause welfare 
end BER s: to the people of the provinces and confer 
favours/(upon them). They will make themselves acquainted 
with what gives happiness and pain and will exhort the a 
people of the country in a manner which is in accordance with 
Dhamma, so that they:may propitiate the here and the hereafter. ` 
It behoves the Rajukas to serve me (Bhand. - The Rajukas are ۱ 
eager to serve me). Purusas will also act according to my desire) 


They too will exhort some so that the Rajukas will strive to ` ; 


please me. Just as one feels confident (reassured) after making 
over one's offspring to a clever (intellident or experienced) 2 
nurse (saying unto himself) 'the nurse is clever. Ihe nurse e 
will bring up my children happily. So here Rajukas have been 
appointed by me for the pap n s and welfare of the provinci- E 


E 


als. In order that they may perform their duties with confi- : 
dence, without fear (and) without perplexity(L.J.N. - without | 
being attracted), for this reason any reward or يا یسم‎ 


tion - to men who are bound by fuites. s, on ma 
been passed and who have been sortea 


their own. (In the interval) their qualities will propitiate 
(the Rajukas) in order to grant their life, and to propitiate 
death they (the convicta) will give alms and observe fasts 
ertaining to the next world. For my desire is that even when 
(in the period of imprisonment) 

/the time has expired, they may propitiate the next world (in 


this short time)! and that people's manifold pious acts, self- ` 


restraint and allotment for charities may increase. 
----=00000-=--=- 
comem 
'Nasamtam va nijhapayita': The word 'nijhapayita' signifies 
'a person to plead for.' A Gatha in Ayoghara Jataka speaks sa 
two kinds of 'nijjhapana,' one is that od appealing to the ` 
king and convincing him of convict's innocence by calling re- ` 
liable witnesses, and the other is that of making the heavenly | 
king of Death relent, and propitiate him with religious offer- 3 
ings (bali-kamma-vasena khamapenti pasadenti), Now, a Jataka 7 
passage says : ‘labhamti te rajino nijjhetum ta maccuno nijjh- 
apanam karomti.' Here the word 'nijJhapana’ is used predicat- 
ively of 'maccuno' or death. It appears that here also the 
same idea is intended. Although here we have Rajjukas in place | 
of the king to whom appeal is to be referred for the commuta- 3 
tion of the sentence or ant other type of relaxation to save 4 
the doomed (jivitaye tanam), the other idea,ix that of plead — 
ing, the propitiation of death, is the sames. The word thasan= 
tam' means death, whose disposition (ante=end) is 'nasa' des- 
truction. There will thus be a twofold propitiation according 
to Asoka ; (1) Propitiation of Rajjukas by. the relations 
the convict by adducing proofs of his innocence and (2) 
tiation of Death’ by the convict himself. 
| 'Yote dinne' : Kern equates yote! with Bamskrte "Yav 
Dr. Bhandarkar accepté the view and says L. htly | 
_nects 'yote' with Samskrta tyauteka! , 
"European £ scholars in the sense-of روج‎ 
Here an important 


A A 
۱ According to Dr. B.M.Barua, the word has no such sense in 
“the "early literatüre. In Sabdd-kalpa-druma 1t is given to mean 
^ 'something received by a woman by way of dowry or wedding pre- 

sent and hence forming her exclusive property.' Dr. Barua 
thinks that 'yote' is equivalent to 'yotre! and 'yotram' of 
Prakrit and Sanskrit respectively, meaning 'given full scope 
or rope, i.e. respite of three days.' 3 
'Atapatiye me kate? ; Here 'atapatiye' is in apposition to 
'abhihale' and 'damde’, THE award of reward or punishment, the 
hearing of cases or judgment, in short, the administration of 
justice which was the normal duty of the Rajukas. The express- ۱ 
ion 'atapatiye' means ta matter of one's own concern.' The 
consensus of opinion among Asokan scholars is that "these are 
metters of the sole concern of the Rajukas, aná not of the | 
king as suggested by S.N.Mitra. The analogy by which Asoka 
makes us understand the new situation is that of a father. 
being relieved of the worry and anxieties after entrusting his 
child to a clever nurse. Here the father 1s evidently the king, 
and subjects.the children, and Rajukas the nurse. In the | 
sent Mict too, while explaining the analogy Asoka says o 


rae 


'Hevam mama lajuka kata Janapadasa hite-sukhaye,' which shows 


that the whole charge of the good and happiness of the peo] e. 
was given to the Rejukas. The immediate object of the measure 


poneibiiity without fear and with self-confidence. __ 
The statement of Asoka 'atapatiye me kate' implies. that 
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sword of Democles off their heads, anå made then 
for the proper discharge of the functions of their pepa: 
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'Viyohala-sanata ca damda-samata ca! : Dr. mantaskar : 
translates as "uniformity in administration Me 


difficult o answer. But what he probably meant was this : 
Rajukas vere not the only officers who were connected wita 1 


Nasa i and Pradestrs, who performed the functi 
of a judge. As there were, thus, three classes of officials 
one and the same province who performed judicial as well as 
other duties, uniformity in respect of 'vyavahara' and 'damda 
was not possible. The administration of justice could not con- 
sequently be expected to be uniform even : RX so far as the | 
people of one province were concerned. This was a veritable 
evil and Asoka tried to remedy it by handing over the Raju 
the sole charge of judicial department and relieving the other 
classes of official of this work. E ` 


A 


PILLAR EDICT 


(TRANSLATION) 


King Piyadasi, the beloved of gods, saith thus ; After the 
26th year of my coronation I have prohibited the slaughter of 
these animals (or beings), vize, parrot, thrush, aluna (aruna), 
ruddy goose, swan, nandi-zukha, gelata, jatuka{bat), ambakapi- 
lika, dudi (a small tortoise), boneless fish, vedaveyaka (Jivam- 
jivaka=cakora, pratridge), gamga-puputaka, samkuja-mache (oys- 
ter ?), kaphata (tortoise), seyake (porcupine), pamna-sase 
(parna-sasa, squirrel ?), the srmara deer, sandake (castrated 
bull ?), oka-pinde, the spotted antelope, white pigeon, domes- | 
tie pigeon, and all quadrupeds which are neither put to use 
nor eaten (as food). A goat, sheep or sow which is pregnant or 
is yielding milk or their young ones (cubs) up to the age of 
six months are also not to be killed. Cocks should not be 
slain, husk contuining insects should not be burnt, forests 
Should not be burnt to cause havoc or destruction of beasts, : 
end one animal should not be fed on another animal. On the 
three full-moon days of the three four-monthly divisions (of . 
the year), on the full-moon day of the month Pausa, on the 


three days of (every) lunar month, viz, the 14th, 15th and 
the 1st, on Dhruva end fast days fish should hot be killed 


a 9 


nor sold. In elephant forests and on ferries all other kinds ` 


animals also should not be killed on these very dags. Bulls | 
should not be branded on the 8th, 14th and 15th days of every 


lunar fortnight as well as under the Tisya and Punarvasu ` eo 


constellations or on festive days of the four-monthly divi: 


25 Jail deliveries. 


Do y 
COMMENTS | 

'Etaya amtalikaye pamna-visati bamdha-mokhani katani' : 
Ihis statement is made with reference to the 26th year of 
Asoka's coronation , (&bhiseka). Asoka effected 25 jeil deliveries 
evidently one every year of hts Qu. The question is, whether 
the release of prisoners ves/Mis. on his birthday anniversarics 
or on the anniversaries of the day of his ‘ebhiseka.' 

' Inani fatauf, avadhiyant keteni* 1 Eram tkis Some people 
draw the o on that Agoka hed altogether stopped the 
slaughter of animals alt ogether in sacrifices. Eut from this 
edict it becomes; leer that he had only restricted the animal 
slaughter. He only brought under control the unlimited and 
extravagent killing that was in vogue. Animal killing was pro- 
hibited only on 56 days of the year. It is to be noted that 
among the animals that are prohibited from killing the name 


| 
of the cow is not mentioned. 


~ 
تت م جه م 


'Catummasisu' ; From very ancient times in India the year 
was divided into three parts of four months each, viz., winter | 
comprising the months of Kartika, Mergasirsa, Pausa and Magha TN 
summer comprising Phalguna, Caitra, Vaisakha and Jyestha ; and 
Rains comprising) Asadha, Sravana, Bhadrapada ans Asvin. Hindu, — 
Buddhist and Jana mendicants used to pass the four months of — 
the rainy season by staying at one place. According to one ` 
calculation the full-moon day of Caturmasya falls at the end 
of the four hontis, and according to the other, it falls on th 


first day of every Caturmasya. Patanjali has explained ea 
magi! es cafursu. masesu bhava caturmasi paurnamasi* | 
to say the 'purnima' which falls et the end of the four i 

rasta vete, also follows Patanjali = considers Aw. 


Kartika E سوه‎ E to this Vis psi E 


end 2 ee 


(31) 


PILLAR BDICT VI 1 
~ Thus says king Piyadasi, Beloved of the gods: since I 
‘was consecrated twelve years I have caused Dhamma-11p1 to be 
written for the welfare and happinessyof the people. Avoiding 
this and that (without violetion of this and that -- Bhandarkar) 
they nay attain to this and that growth of Dhamma (perceiving): 
thùs hies the happiness and welfare of the people. I scrutinize 
whether as among (my) relatives so among those far and near -- 
what ? == whether I bring happiness to them and I act accord- . 
ingly. And similarly I examine anong all sects, (congregations 
-- Bhandarkar). And sects I have honoured with various honours. 
And that which is examination by' self which is considered 
` foremost by me. / The voluntary ddvances (to a sect) are 
considered by me as the chief thing./ This Dhamna-lipi has 


been caused to be written by me when crowned twenty-six years. 


